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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


NEW ITRAN-SUDAN AGREEMENT FORGES CLOSER ISLAMIC TIES 
Tehran KAYHAN AL-'ARABI in Arabic 17 Jan 87 p 3 


[Interview with Mustafa Tajzadeh, Assistant Minister of Islamic Gu:.dance for 
International Affairs, by Samir Arshadi: "The Cultural Agreement Concluded 
by Iran and the Sudan Constitutes a Great Turning Point in the History of 
Bilateral Relations"] 


[Text] The issue of strengthening cultural relations with other Islamic 
countries is given extreme attention by officials of the Islamic Republic in 
Iran. The office of the assistant for international affairs in the Ministry 
of Islamic Guidance is in charge of this task, since the responsibility of 
building intellectual and cultural bridges between the Islamic revolution 
and other countries lies on its shoulder. 


One of the things that came out of the visit by Mr al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, the 
prime minister of the fraternal Sudan, to his second country, Iran, was the 
signing of a cultural agreement between the two countries. 


In view of the importance of these agreements, the newspaper KAYHAN AL—'ARA- 
BI met with Mr Mustafa Tajzadeh, the assistant minister of Islamic guidance 
for international affairs, who played a prominent role in making a succese 
of this agreement, which has opened a new page of relations in the political 
and cultural history of the two fraternal countries, and the following con- 
versation took place: 


KAYHAN AL-'ARABI: There is no doubt that cultural relations between the Su- 
dan and Iran are becoming more deeply rooted and developing day by day. How 
do you evaluate these relations at the present time? When will the applica- 
tion of the cultural agreement between the two countries take place? 


[Answer] Cultural ties and relations have linked our two countries since 
ancient times, against the will of the forces of arrogance. Even in the 
discredited al-Numayri's era, these fraternal relations existed, but. not on 
the official and government level -- rather, on the level of the people and 
the mass level, since the Islamic religion and the Moslem resurgence were 
the basic focal point in these relations. 


The reason for our pride in our relations with the fraternal Sudan is that 
this country enjoys a strategic geographic situation in the region and the 
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Sudan has always exported Islamic movements and upheavals in the African 
continent, as a result of which the imperialist plots and schemes there have 
clashed with the rock of Islan. 


The fall of Numayri's puppet regime and the victory of the glorious April 
upheaval led to the development and improvement of relations. Mr Sadiq al- 
Mahdi's visit to the Islamic Republic resulted in the signing of a number of 
memoranda, the most important of which was the cultural agreement, which is 
considered a turning point in the history of cultural relations between the 
two Moslem countries. 


Concerning the date s:’ execution of the sections of this agreement, with 
thanks to God, we have not found any legal obstacles, and we hope that the 
sections of the agreament will be applied after the administrative stages 
are completed with «ll possible speed. The treaty includes the expansion of 
relations in all azeas, such as the creation of cultural centers in the 
capital of the ft: countries, cooperation between radio and television orga- 
nizations and the news agency, the establishment of motion picture festivals 
and book exhibi*ions in both countries and the exchange of visits by media 
committees betwasn the Islamic media centers existing in Iran and the Sudan. 


In addition, the exchange of fellowships in the universities. 


Since the overwhelming majority of the peoples of the two countries embrace 
the religion of Islam, and the leaders of the two countries represent the 
elite of active Islamic forces and devote their attention to serving the 
deprived and the downtrodden, we hope that these relations will expand with 
exceptional speed and will develop to higher levels. 


KAYHAN AL-'ARABI: What means will guarantee the expansion of these relations 
in the future? 


[Answer] The recent agreement covered all areas and paved the way for the 
development of relations. The application of the sections of this agreement 
in itself means an important development in all cultural and political are- 
ase 


KAYHAN AL-'ARABI: It is a cause of sorrow that much distortion and a great 
blacxout still exist in the Sudanese media concerning the facts of the Isla- 
mic revolution. This can be attributed to the role of the scheming May ele- 
ments. What is your comment? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that Numayri's puppet regime is maintaining some 
enclaves in the context of the new government and that these scheming ele- 
ments are trying by various means to stand as an obstacle to the development 
of relations between the two fraternal countries, especially in the cultural 
area. 


However, it is the Sudanese government which concerns us, since it was in- 
terested in the signing of this agreement, which has determined the frame- 
works of affection, mutual understanding and cooperation between Iran and 
the Sudan. 








I seriously request the vineratie Sudanese government to identify these ele- 
ments which are trying to skstruct the efforts that have been made to deepen 
relations between ti two Moriem peoples and to expel them. You may be con- 
fident that the Su’'anusse poople and the Iranian people, anu all the Moslems 
of the world whose hearte ysarn for the Islamic revolution, will support and 
back them. 


The recording of positions antagonistic to the Islamic Republic in Iran, 
after the pussags of more than a year since the triumph of the April upheav- 
al in the Sudan, is a strange thing which inspires anxiety in the Iranian 
people and ito offivtals, and we hope that the Sudanese government will era- 
dicate these enclaves of agents. 


The Sudanese people, who know the truth of Islam and love the notions of 
this pure religion, w'!ll take the initiative of expelling this prejudiced 
group from thei: ranks. One should bear in mind that the Sudanese govern- 
ment's inttietive to contai.: this group will result in hastening the resolu- 
tion of the issue. We should not miss the occasion to point out that some of 
these cunters have been affected by Numayri's media, the application of the 
recent culiural agreement between the two countries will show many facts to 
these pecple, enc they will be sorry for what they said and wrote and will 
return tc their senses. 


KAYHAN AL—'ARARi: Al-Numayri, through his dominance since the victory of the 
Islamic revolution, over a period of 8 years, tried to distort and create a 
blackout «cu the news of the Islamic revolution and its gains. What are your 
expectations from the new situation? 


[Answa1] Soe main reason that led to the freeze in official and government 
reiavicns 2etween the two countries was the arrogation of power by Numayri's 
puppet. regime and its enmity to Islam and the Islamic revolution. Therefore, 
we found so scope for work in an official form, but relations that exist 
betwear, our two Moslem peoples have filled a large part of this void. The 
abszencs of official relations does not mean that we have forgotten the Su- 
dan; indeed, we have always been following the movements of its proud peo- 
ple, their holy war and their efforts made on behalf of Islam, and we have 
had good relations with its scholars, the professors of its universities and 
ite i:.cellectuals, and that continued up to the April upheaval. 


Following the victory of the Sudanese people's determination to expel the 
Numsyri regime and the assumption by the Moslem people's government of the 
reins of government, we hope that we will find the greatest possible amount 

f facilities to achieve the goals over which we agreed during Mr al-Sadiq 
& .~Mahdi's visit to Iran. These are the creation of Islamic unity, support 
fer liberation movements, the protection of the downtrodden, the conveyance 
of the appeal of the oppressed Iranian people to the ears of their brothers 
in the Sudan and also the Iranian people's acquaintance with the aspirations 
and hopes of their Sudanese brothers. 


KAYHAN AL—'ARABI: The partisans of the Iranian Islamic revolution in the 
various areas of the world are increasing day by day, and a large part of 
the responsibility of giving attention to these youthful forces lies on your 

















shoulders. What measures have you taken to respond to this sweeping flood of 
supporters? 


[Answer] It is no secret to anyone that the triumph of the giant revolution 
in Iran has led to the outbreak of a political and media tumult throughout 
the world, and, in order to prevent the spread of Islamic revoluticnary 
thinking, the forces of world arrogance hastened to order Saddam to start 
his aggressive invasion of the Islamic Republic in order to stop the in- 
creasing Islamic tide at its limit. 


Because our revolution is a divine Islamic one, which everyone who has a 
sound heart and pure disposition will accept, its news and its appeals are 
gradually reaching all Mosleme and all downtrodden persons in the world, in 
spite of our preoccupation with the problems the imposed war of aggression 
has caused for us. 


Moslems in the world are following up on our news and passing it on and are 
not waiting for our official activity, since they consider the Islamic revo- 
lution to be their revolution and attach great hopes to it. This subject has 
bewildered the butchers of the forces of arrogance and imperialism, since 
they have observed the failure of their lowly schemes and observed how the 
imposed war has failed to diminish the scope of the revolution, indeed, to 
the contrary, has strengthened its position and supported its status among 
the Moslems of the world. 


The present century is the century of the victory of Islam and the return of 
the pride of the glory of Islam. Many movements the countries of the region 
are witnessing, in Turkey, Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan and many African coun- 
tries, derive the inspiration of their ideas and lessons from the revolution 
in Iran. 


The effect of the Islamic revolution in Iran has not been restricted to the 
Moslems in the world. Indeed, even the Christians have been affected by this 
young revolution and have drawn the inspiration of lessons of freedom and 
independence from it, something that has amazed and baffled the leaders of 
the Vatican. 


We are still trying to convey our appeal to the deprived persons of the 
world, and this is the meaning of exporting the revolution. We believe that 
our revolution holds in the heart of living consciences and as soon as they 
hear our news, they will sympathize with us and love our revolution. 
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EGYPT 


HIZBALLAH MAGAZINE PUBLISHES INTERVIEW WITH JIHAD LEADER 
Beirut AL-'AHD in Arabic 17 Jan 87 p 8 


[Interview with Dr ‘Umar ‘'Abd-al-Rahman, leader of al-Jihad group: "Al-Jihad in 
Egypt: What Is It? How Does It Think? What Does It Want? Al-Islambuli's 
Spiritual Guide Speaks; ‘Holy War not Political Maneuvers Will Correct Muslims' 
Conditions; The Only Method America Understands Is That of Lebanon's Freedom 
Fighters; We Reject Camp David and We Are Trying To Bring Egypt Back into the 
Conflict with Israel';" date and place of interview not specified] 


[Text] AL-FIKR AL-ISLAMI Magazine conducted an interview with Dr 'Umar 
'Abd-al-Rahman who was described as "the al-Jihad group leader who issued the 
formal legal opinion sanctioning the killing and execution of al-Sadat. Dr ‘Umar 
'Abd-al-Rahman was also the spiritual guide for Khalid al-Islambuli and his 


group." 


The interview included a quick, in-depth review of the group's theoretical 
structure. Al-Jihad is considered the most influential Islamic force in Egypt's 
political movement. 


AL-'AHD is reprinting this interview for the purpose of presenting an accurate 
picture of the ideas and methods of one Islamic tendency. Another objective is 
to make a modest contribution to the effort that is being made to provide a 
platform to those who are working for Islam at a time when others are trying to 
suppress them, hush them up and distort their image. 


[Question] Every time something happens in Egypt's Islamic movements, the 
finger is pointed at the Islamic al-Jihad Organization. Why are you being 
singled out for such accusations, and who are you specifically? 


[Answer] I wish to thank AL-FIKR AL-ISLAMI Magazine in Beirut for this inter- 
view which the magazine wanted to conduct with me at a time when no one with an 
Islamic platform will talk about us or shed light on what our movement is really 
about. Although we are embarked on the course of fighting for the cause of God, 
and that involves suffering and being true to God, we have found no one who will 
listen or pay attention to us. And we have been wondering until now why is it 
that no one yet has written about us or recognized us. Unfortunately, we under- 
stand why. The media are ignoring us because they tend to flatter the govern- 
ment, and that is contemptible. 





Let me tell you that we are not a secret organization and we are not a military 
organization. We are an Islamic group, and we call ourselves al-Jihad group. It 
is the government, which has been fighting us every step of the way and making 
false charges against us for no reason at all, that has called us an organiza- 
tion and placed that word in our name. We call ourselves al-Jihad group because 
we are committed to the duty of fighting for the cause of God. Like praying, 
fasting and giving alms, fighting for the cause of God is also a duty imposed on 
us by God so that we might win His pleasure and earn a place in Heaven. We 
believe that no Muslim at this stage can rely on political maneuvers to correct 
Muslims" conditions as long as it is clear that fighting for God's cause is a 
duty. We are not an organization, nor are we the bearers of our own or other 
people's ideas. We do not believe in democratic ideas, nor do we believe in 
natural law or the ideas of the French Revolution, which some people are calling 
for. We do not believe in the principles of the Bolshevik Revolution, which many 
have followed, nor do we believe in material capitalism which controls the 
destinies of believers. But we do believe in the way of the followers and 
adherents of the prophetic tradition. To us the Koran and the prophetic 
tradition are the authentic premises for our ideas and our way of life and 
death. This confirms what was said by our prophet Muhammad, may God bless him 
and grant him salvation: "Two things I have bequeathed you: the Koran and my 
tradition. If you adhere to them, you will not stray." 


It was our opinion, based on that premise, that we had to use our lives and our 
possessions to fight for the cause of God. It was our opinion that we had to 
contend with evil, oppose tyranny and fight the oppression that we are subjected 
to by unjust regimes which confiscated the people's liberties, disposed of their 
property and lost their futures. Muslims thus have a right to rebel against 
every unjust and despotic ruler. We are convinced to the point of’ certainty that 
those despotic rulers will never step down or change their despotic ways because 
they were advised to do so or because they were invited to attend international 
conferences. They have gone too far in their depravity, injustice and iniquitous 
ways, and they won't change. That is why Muslims must rebel against them and 
against every unjust and despotic ruler. We are not being fooled by the 
democracy whose praises are being sung. Democracy is a false and misleading 
phenomenon. God commands us to rebel against those oppressors. He says, "Fight 
against them until idolatry is no more and Allah's religion reigns supreme. But 
if they mend their ways, fight none except the evil-doers" (al-Baqarah: 193). 


In His masterful Koran God Almighty says this about fighting for the cause of 
God: "Believers, why is it that when it is said to you: 'March in the cause of 
Allah,* you linger slothfully in the land? Are you content with this life in 
preference to the life to come? Few indeed are the blessings of this life, 
compared to those of the life to come” (al-Tawbah: 38). 


[Question] You said that fighting for the cause of God was a duty. Is it a duty 
at all times? 


[Asnwer] If something in Muslims' lives becomes impaired, then it is their duty 
to fight for the cause of God. But if their lives are stable and secure and not 
subject to any impairment or threat, and if they can spread the word of God 
without difficulty in rational and proper ways, then a Muslim's efforts should 
be directed to himself, as the prophet indicated, may God bless him and grant 








him salvation. Today, Muslims' lands are being taken away; their livelihoods are 
being viewed as fair game; their destinies are being threatened; and their faith 
is scorned by their enemies. That is why fighting for the cause of God is a 
paramount duty at this stage. Why are Muslims abandoning it when God Almighty 
prods us to fight for His cause in many verses of the Koran? God calls us to 
make preparations for confronting the enemy when He says, “Muster against them 
all the men and the cavalry at your disposal, so that you may strike terror into 
the enemies of Allah and the faithful, and others besides them" [al-Anfal: 60]. 


[Question] Can we pause briefly here at the word, terror? Let's talk about the 
relationship between that and the international terrorism which people are 
talking about. 


[Answer] It is very obvious from the holy verse that the terror we are comman- 
ded by God Almighty to strike into the hearts of enemies is terror whose purpose 
is to ward off aggression against the nation of Islam. This is affirmed by His 
command, "Muster against them." God is telling Muslims, "Prepare yourselves and 
protect yourselves from the attacks of others who want to hurt you or who lie in 
wait for you." God here is calling on us to return other people's terrorist 
practices against us; He is not calling on us to initiate terror. The British- 
American campaign against Muslim nations, peoples or groups is a campaign in 
which justice and truth are victims. It is a campaign that deliberately and 
immurally confuses between the duty to defend oneself, which is the duty to 
fight for the cause of God, and terrorism, which is blatant aggression against 
nacions, peoples and groups. That is what the United States, Britain and Israel 
are doing to Muslims everywhere. That is why we are calling for a holy war to 
rev:ist this terrorism. But we see the United States telling the government and 
agencies, "Be careful of Islamic radicals." So we are harassed, driven out of 
our’ homes and thrown in prison. To that we say, our reward lies with God. When 
charges are made against us, we remain fearless, and with God's help we remain 
steadfast. We tell ourselves that we have to endure, be patient, and stay firm 
in our positions. The public prosecution's attitude is indeed extraordinary. I'm 
being asked, "Why do you talk about fighting for God's cause?" And I wonder, has 
that become a crime? The government thinks it has, but we believe it is a duty, 
and we believe that he who fights for God's cause is guaranteed a place in 
Heaven. He will be resurrected on the Day of Judgment, and his fresh wounds will 
provide eloquent testimony for his noble and honorable deeds. Whenever a nation 
sets aside its duty to fight for the cause of God, it is humiliated. What has 
happened to Muslims today is the result of the fact that they abandoned the 
fight for God's cause. Fighting for God's cause is the crowning glory in Islan. 


Muslims' affairs at this age are indeed odd. They are being assailed by bondage 
and by the West, and that confirms the applicability of what the prophet, may 
God bless him and grant him salvation, said, "The nations are about to rally 
against you and descend upon you just as diners descend upon their meal." They 
said, "Are we few in numbers, O Messenger of God?" "No, you're not," said the 
prophet. "But you are confused and overwhelmed by your confusion. God has 
removed from your enemies' hearts the fear they have of you and has placed 
despondency and cupidity in your hearts." They said, "And what is that, 0 
messenger of God?" He said, "Love of this life and an aversion to death." That 
is why we believe that an aversion to death when one is fighting for God's cause 
is nothing but a departure from Islam. It is apathy on the part of Muslims to 





let their problems be solved at international conferences and to leave the 
affairs of Muslims in Palestine, E.itrea, the Philippines, or Afghanistan to the 
enemies of Muslims at international conferences which are planned by America and 
Russia. If we believe that we are entitled to something, we must have the power 
to seize that right from those who usurped it. That is what fighting for the 
cause of God is all about. There is no other way. Look, for example, how the use 
of force made the United States and France leave Lebanon. One person drove his 
mined car through a multitude of army soldiers and destroyed them. It seems 
that this is the only method the United States can understand. 


[Question] If you beleive that this is the successful method which the United 
States or other countries can understand, what do you think about holding 
hostages? Some people are holding hostages to gain some rights. 


[Answer] We must mention here that it is legitimate for Muslims to hold 
American or other citizens as hostages if the objective is to apply pressure to 
an aggressor state so that some Islamic demands can be achieved. However, these 
hostages may not be killed, and that is confirmed by what God Almighty said, 
",.. whoever killed a human being, except as a punishment for murder or other 
wicked crimes, should be looked upon as though he had killed all mankind" 
[al-Ma'idah: 32]. Consider the incident which occurred in Iran a few years ago 
after the revolution when American hostages were held there in the embassy. Iran 
used that as a tool to exert pressure so that funds which had been frozen by 
American banks could be released. Iran was able to achieve its objective in this 
legitimate manner which is based on a rule of jurisprudence which states that 
one must harm the enemy any way one can, small or big. 


[Question] If we were relying on the theological precept which you mentioned to 
us, Dr ‘Umar, and which is manifested in the Koranic verse that "whoever killed 
a human being, except as a punishment for murder or other wicked crimes, should 
be looked upon as though he had killed all mankind," we would reject the actions 
of Islamic Jihad in Asyut and what happened 2 days after al-Sadat's assassi- 
nation. We know that there was a major security incident in Asyut that was 
carried out by the group. Al-Jihad group fired on some Egyptian Muslim security 
men. Four police officers, 62 soldiers and 21 civilians were iilled, and 237 
people were wounded. 


How can the group accept that? 


[Answer] I have to state first that this violence which took place was provoked 
by the government's men. That provocation stemmed from the fact that our 
religious activities in the mosque of the Legal Society in Asyut were being 
restricted. We were being harassed continually by the government about those 
activities which consist of public lectures delivered in mosques in all gover- 
norates. We also taught lessons on the faith, on exegesis and on jurisprudence 
to enlighten the minds of young people and instill the principles of Islam into 
their hearts. We made young people memorize the Holy Koran and the Noble 
Tradition; we raised their intellectual standards, and we trained them to give 
lessons and speeches. We also sent young people to mosques which did not have 
preachers. During the days of Anwar al-Sadat the government tried to win us over 
and tempt us so it could use us in a confrontation with communists and leftists. 
But we became aware of that, and we had to fight on two fronts. We had to fight 

















against communism, and we had to fight against a front that was surrendering to 
the Jews. That front was led by al-Sadat. The government was at a loss: it did 
not know what to do with us; it did not know how to talk with us; and it was 
never able to hold us down. That is why we were able to preserve our indepen- 
dence. The incidents in Asyut in which we were attacked began when the 
government surrounded the mosque where we were delivering a lecture. The 
security situation broke down, and it was right for us to fight the government 
which was represented by the security men. It was right for us to fight them 
because they represented the claws of an oppressive and unjust regime that does 
not rule in accordance with what God has ordained. Those men of the regime are 
also the tools with which it inflicts its damage. Without those men the regime 
can do nothing. That is why that clash in which people were killed and wounded 
was inevitable. 


[Question] That's odd. What then, Your Eminence, is the theological precept 
that you relied on to justify this incident and to permit the shedding of 
Muslims' blood in this or another incident? 


[Answer] It is a formal legal opinion by Ibn Taymiyah which says, "If the enemy 
hides behind Muslims and uses them as a shield, it becomes the duty of Muslims 
to kill those who were used as a shield." Those victims will be resurrected in 
accordance with their intentions. Malik says that even if the enemy hides behind 
the children of Muslims and uses them as a shield, that enemy must still be 
fought regardless of the consequences. Otherwise, such a situation would become 
an excuse with which enemies of Islam and Muslims could fortify themselves. I 
must tell you that for years now Asyut has been experiencing continuous 
conflicts between Islamic groups and the government. The government has 
surrounded university buildings and prevented Muslim students who spread the 
word of God from entering the campus. The government built fences around the 
campus and expelled our students from university housing. That is why the clash 
occurred and what happened did. The government has arrested large numbers of our 
students and young people in various governorates. There are now approximately 
1,800 detainees. I must mention here that one of the students was killed by a 
detective because he was posting an announcement in the university about a 
lecture that was to be given at the town mosque. I believe that the clash 
between us and the government will continue because there is no way we can talk 
with each other. 


We reject Camp David and we reject the normalization of relations with Israel. 

We also reject all the commitments that were made by the traitor al-Sadat, who 

deviated from Islam when he wanted to unify the religions--Islam, Christianity 

and Judaism. He called for a common prayer service in which a handful of devout 
people who are clients of the government participated. As long as the Camp David 
Agreement stands, this conflict between us and the government will continue. 


[Question] Don't you believe, Your Eminence, that an understanding with the 
regime could be reached by adopting a political style that is governed by 
democracy and by freedom to express one's opinion? Don't you believe that such 
an approach would work, instead of that violence which the al-Jihad group 
resorts to? 


[Answer] We tried that approach, and we found that it led nowhere. And leaders 
of the Muslim Brothers tried it before us. Al-Shaykh ‘Umar al-Talmasani came to 








Asyut and delivered a lecture in which he manifested some leniency. But that did 
not lead to an understanding between Muslims and the government. The Muslim 
Brothers adopted a course of political struggle that was characterized by 
leniency and gentleness, but the regime took advantage of that, and it continued 
its vaunting praise of democracy which adopts treachery and deception and does 
not rely on anything Islamic at all. That is why we had to take the course that 
we took. We believe it to be the best course. We believe it is the course for 
the present stage, one that will enable us to replace the present government 
with a model Islamic government which is the rule of God that the prophet's 
companions and followers were bound by. We see that model as our highest ideal, 
and we would willingly give up our lives for it. Our young people who carried 
out the duty of killing al-Sadat thanked God when they received the death 
sentence. They kneeled in prayer to thank God for bestowing upon them the honor 
of dying for His cause. Martyrdom is a great and momentous state attained only 
by those who serve Almighty God sincerely with all their hearts. 


[Question] We think, Dr 'Umar, that you are fighting against Muslims in Egypt. 
Why aren't you fighting against the Jews? We haven't heard about a single battle 
that you fought against Israel. How do you account for that? 


[Answer] We must note that we are doing this so that Egypt can once again 
become an Islamic national country. Israel is a state, and a state can only be 
fought by a state. If Islam had a state in Egypt, Egypt would have rocked the 
world. That is why I'm saying that we're trying to establish an Islamic climate 
and spirit that would restore to Egypt its identity and its soul. Egypt can 
then stand up to Israel. We believe that a confrontation with those who are 
dealing with Israel is a prerequisite to a confrontation with Israel itself. 
That is why we're saying with all due sense of responsibility that all the 
regimes that are dealing with Israel must be removed. We say that a clash with 
Israel must come from a certain place and from a certain state from which our 
enemies can be reached. But if we in al-Jihad are going to fight Israel from 
Egypt, with Egypt being in the state of capitulation in which it is in, our 
government would not help us. It would turn us over to the Jews in accordance 
with the Camp David Agreement which stipulates that Egypt arrest all those who 
oppose the Jews and turn them over to them. That is why we have to remove this 
capitulatory obstruction which is standing in our way to our major goal. 


[Question] On that basis it seems that there is to be no understanding between 
you and the government and that the conflict between you will continue. What are 
the prospects for that conflict? 


[Answer] I say unequivocally that in this conflict we could lose our lives for 
the cause of Almighty God. This is what we ask; it's what we seek. We have been 
tortured in prison; and our children have been suspended from their hands and 
feet, beaten with canes and lashed with whips. People have been harassed in 
their homes, and there are about 1,576 members of al-Jihad group who are still 
in prison. On this occasion I am issuing a warning from here, from al-Jihad 
group. I am issuing this warning to the Egyptian minister of the interior and 
those in power to tell them that they will rue the consequences of the continued 
detention and torture of young Muslims. Muslims are being dismissed from 
universities; trumped up charges are brought against them; and sham lawsuits are 
filed against them. Egypt's minister of the interior and those who are with him 
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will reap the consequences of their actions just as al-Sadat reaped what he 
sowed. These people are fighting a war with God, not with us. We are merely 
God's soldiers. We live and die for His cause. 


8592 
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SUDAN 


PRIME MINISTER AL-SADIQ AL-MAHDI INTERVIEWED 
Khartoum AL-MAYDAN in Arabic 15, 18, 19 Jan 87 


[Interview with al-Sadiq al-Mahdi by the Editor-in-Chief: "All Political 
Forces Are Asked to Declare a Clear Position on Violence in Political Action. 


We Do Not Rule Out a Peaceful Penetration of Current Position"; in Khartoum, 4 
and 11 Jan 87] 


[15 Jan 87 pp 4-5] 


[Text] AL-MAYDAN is not a party newspaper in the narrow sense of the word. 
It is not satisfied with publishing one-sided news as it does not proclaim the 
Communist Party viewpoint in a dialogue of the deaf just for the sake of 
stating a position. Rather, it strives, without losing its partisanship, to 
be a forum for a true and broad dialogue as it strives to be a forum that 
expresses the aspiration, objectives and slogans of the revolution with all 
its forces. 


Based on this concept, we thought of a meeting with Mr al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, 
leader of the National Ummah Party and prime minister, to ask, to debate and 
to resume the dialogue AL-MAYDAN has opened about various national issues. In 
cther words, our concern was not to get a press scoop, but rather to push 
forward and expand the process of dialogue. 


We went, colleague ‘Ali Babakr and myself, to the appointment Mr al-Mahdi set 
for Monday noon, the 4th of January, and we resumed our talk the following 
Monday. 


We leave the reader before the outcome of this interview in which our 
interlocutor did not withhold an answer to any questions or comments, and we 
thank him for that. 


[Question] The situation in the south today is more serious and more 
complicated than at any time in the past and has become a stumbling block in 
the way of the political, national and constitutional life. Where do you 
begin dealing with this matter and what are your priorities in this regard? 
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[Answerj We are dealing with this matter through four channels. 

The first channel is the political solution. We believe that the obstacles 
that impeded a dialogue between the North and the South have been removed. 
The southerners were apprehensive atout the northerners imposing; Islam and 
pan-Arabism by force. The northerners believed that the southerners were 
separatists. Now, these two causes have been removed and the nort:herners have 
accepted the fact that Sudan, with its problems and varied and diverse 
cultures, must regulate such diversity through a form of unity and through 
legislation. Indeed, the northerners are talking today about separation more 
than the southerners! 


Therefore, we believe that the chances for an agreement on a political 
solution are very good. We plan to revive the Ministry of "eace and buttress 
it with a national committee to turn it into an executive tool for a national 
forum for defining the issues discussed on the constitutional conference 
agenda. 


Some problems do exist, the most important of which is the position of the 
armed "group" that has stuck to one plan that remained unchanged for three 
eras (the al-Numayri era, the transitional period and the current period). 
There are three possibilities, the realization of any one of which will 
facilitate entry into the constitutional conference. The first one is if 
Ethiopia can be persuaded to deal fraternally with Sudan because I believe 
that Ethiopia possesses 90 percent of the capabilities (the Movement for the 
Liberation of the Sudanese People). The second is if the movement sees a 
conflict between its interest and that of Ethiopia. The third is if the base 
carrying arms (the movement) was to leave, and this is happening ona daily 
basis. 


[Question] Which one of the three options do you prefer? 


[Answer ] That Ethiopia embark on the good-neighbor policy and that’ the 
movement decide that the road of negotiations is the best. 


(Mr al-Mahdi went on to talk about the four channels.) 


As for the second channel, it is to normalize the life of the people living in 
the south and in neighboring northern areas. Some southerners, comprising 
two-thirds of the southern population, live in safe areas. We have discussed 
with the rulers of the south the subject of closed schools which we are 
seeking to reopen. We are also trying to rehabilitate the hospitals for 
reopening. Furthermore, we have been able to store adequate amounts of food 
and medicine ror the fall season between May and November. 


[Question] Is this within the framework of a long war? 


[Answer] No, this is the beginning of normalization in the south, as though 
peace has begun to be established. Now we are faced with administrative 
normalization and you are aware of the steps under way. We are faced with the 
fact that the southern parties have split into two groups, one under the 
leadership of the Politicai Grouping of Southern Sudan that believes in the 
appointment of a supreme execuvive council and is opposed to partition, and 
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the second which rejects categorically the existence of a supreme executive 
council and says that it wants regions in the south similar to those in the 
north. We tried to explain that this is the problem of the southerners. What 
we have between us is the Addis Ababa agreement and all they have to do is 
agree on the form of rule in the south. 


We have agreed to form the supreme executive council to share with the three 
rulers powers granted by the agreement. But the Political Grouping chaiged 
its mind and rejected this agreement. 


[Question] How can the central government relinquish its responsibilities and 
say that it was leaving it to the inhabitants of each area to solve their 
problems anong themselves? 


(Answer ] These are their powers and they have to agree on how to utilize 
them. The third channel is security. We believe in the inevitability of 
dispossessing any force armed against the national will of its bases and 
support centers. Therefore, we have resolved to protect the country, the 


economy and the safety of the citizens. This is bound to stop any party from 
imposing a solution on the country by force. 


Since this program was instituted, we have opened all means of fluvial, air, 
land and railroad transportation and have lifted the siege of the blockaded 
areas. 


Within this framework, the Garang movement raises the issue that ANYANYA-2 was 
created by the government. The fact is that ANYANYA-2 is the mother and the 
Garang movement, which broke off from it, is the one that forced us_ to 
cooperate with it. 


[Question] To our knowledge, ANYANYA is a separatist movement? 


[Answer] When the war comes to an end, everything will change. The current 
cooperation with ANYANYA-2 is not over the pcelicy's content, but rather to 
join forces against a common enemy. 


[Question] Are the military successes that have been achieved strategic ones 
or are they connected with a temporary circumstance such as the drought, for 
example? 


[Answer] They are a strategic success. Naturally, drought is better for the 
armed forces, but many of the successes occurred in the fall, such as securing 
the three airports and opening the Uwayl road. 


[Question] Is the escalation of military operations aimed at speeding up the 
holding of the constitutional conference? 


[Answer] It is proceeding independent of the conference. Perhaps the armed 
forces will be surprised at any time with a cease-fire. 


The fourth channel is the diplomatic one through which we are explaining, at 
the most far-reaching international level, our position and holding Ethiopia 











responsible for the continuation of the war which represents an aggression 
against our country and its interests. 


Regarding the demands of the "Garang movement," we have accomplished basic 
tasks. For example, the September laws were suspended in the last 6 months 
and only the alternate legislation has been retained. No side, however, has 
the right to fight the government because it did not comply with its demands. 
If we grant the Garang movement this right, others will fight the government 
to fulfill their demands. 


All the Sudanese political forces are required to take a clear position on 
violence as a means of political action. 


At any rate, those currently dying in the south with Garang do not have a 
clear idea about the "movement" goals, for the September laws, for instance, 
do not exist in the south. 


[Question] The September laws, in their implications, which are too great to 
be a personal or local issue? 


[Answer ] The essence of the matter is not in dispute and the problem is that 
of time. 


[Question] You used to state that you understand the motives behind the 
"movement" and that it was kindled by inequities and that the September laws 
were unjust and had nothing to do with the Islamic Shari'ah. The way I see it 
is that the government is leaning on its parliamentary base in a position that 
enables it to offer an initiative. 


[Answer ] How can the government undertake any initiative while the "Garang 
movement" is cheering the shooting down of the civilian airplane? I wished 
the "movement" had acknowledged that the attack against the plane was a 
mistake and had expressed its regret. A military mistake is likely to occur, 
but the bigger one is the political ~istake. 


The "movement" linked its attack on the plane to my visit to Libya, presuming 
that I was going to ask for military planes. This is not true because the 
visit was part of our endeavors to effect a Libyan troop pullout from West 
Sudan. 


Today, we do not rule out a penetration of the entire position. Mediation 
continued even after the plan was downed. The problem is that all those who 
came to us as mediators and we gave them our specific proposals and waited for 
their return, they never came back. There are the endeavors of Dr 'Izz-al-Din 
"Ali ‘Amir and Dr Amin Makki Madani from whom we have not heard any answers to 
our proposals. There also the Kenyans. 


[Question] Your characterization of the "Garang movement" as a surrogate is 
not right. We all know how and when the "movement" went into Ethiopia. Prior 


to that, there were those who went to Libya, Ethiopia, Iraq, Europe, etc. and 
carried arms on the outside? 
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[Answer ] Today those circumstances have changed and dictatorship has _ been 
eliminated. The bearing of arms against the country can only be explained as 
Surrogation at a time when the national leadership is opening its arms to 
negotiations. Notwithstanding our awareness that internal reasons pushed the 
"movement" to carry arms on the outside, we believe that problems can be 
solved through dialogue. 


Moreover, the "movement" is using many offensive and abusive terms against us. 
At any rate, war makes one of its parties see the blacker side of the others! 


[Question] What you mean is that the terms "terrorism" and “"surrogaiion" 
complicate matters. There is a difference between believing that and between 
announcing that you want dialogue and discussion! 


[Answer] Indeed, the "language" has changed. We started out with "good" 
language and we kept it up until the plane was downed. There is no objection 
if the "movement" decided to go along with the country's interests. We do not 
want the "movement" to stop at this "knotty" position. 


[Question] Do you intend to proceed with the preparations for the 
const: tutional conference without Garang's participation? 


[Answer] We do not intend to shut out the Garang movement, but we will not 
hold up change because of its refusal. At any rate, the preparation period is 
going to be long and the "movement" can "catch up" with the conference. 


(18 Jan 87 pp 4-5] 


(Text ] Today we resume publication of our interview with Mr al-Sadiq al- 
Mahdi. In this second part, the readers will see more dialogue about the 
Situation in the south because, as we have already stated, it represents the 
most serious and complex obstacle in the way of a better political, national 
and constitutional life. It was necessary to 2zanvass Mr al-Sadiq's entire 
views on this matter and we believe that we have succeeded in providing the 
readers with the most accurate and complete picture possible. 


Hence we hope that we have put before the readers something that can push 
forward and expand the democratic dialogue in progress about this vital 
question that is currently on the public's mind. 


[Question ] Once again we return to the problem of the south to talk about 
manifestations of its internationalization. There is talk about Libyan 
airplanes taking part in strikes against the "popular army" positions. There 
is Crocker's visit, which some people link to his previous ones, and his 
intervention in our country's affairs and relations with its neighbors, in 
particularl the kindling of aggressive actions against Ethiopia and _ the 
steering of the surrogate al-Numayri regime. After his last visit, the media 
campaign against Ethiopia has been notably escalated and intensified and there 
is also the talk about Egyptian intervention and the simultaneous presence of 
Mr Mubarak al-Fadil al-Mahdi, the foreign minister of Ethiopia, and Mansur 
Khalid in Khalid in Cairo and about talks under way (Mr Mubarak's disavowal of 
any role in that notwithstanding). 








There is also talk on foreign policy about the commitment that binds the 
various organizations fighting to bring down the Ethiopian government and 
about aid offered to these organizations by several sides via Sudan. 


All these are frightful indications of internationalization and expansion of 
the problem in the south. 


[Answer] It may be said that during the transitional period certain 
circumstances were such that Sudan had to turn to a number of Libyan airplanes 
for help. When we came to power, we put a stop to this, declaring that Sudan 
will fight with its own capabilities, which meant, in part, looking for arms 
from any source. It is not true, however, that non-Sudanese sides are 
fighting with us in the south. 


As for the Crocker visit, it included discussion of peace, Sudan's visions and 
a question about the: amount of foreign aid for that. We explained our views 
that the rebellion currently depends 90 percent on foreign backing (media, 
financing, land, etc.). 


We want the whole world to understand that the problem is no longer internal, 
as it used to be, but has evolved into a foreign aggression against Sudan. We 
have filed complaints with the Organization of African Unity and have 
addressed all international levels, including the Crocker talks. We embarked 
on this when I visited the UN where, for the first time, we spoke clearly 
about the foreign dimension. 


The truth is we had hope in Ethiopia. In the summit conference, we presented 
Mengistu with a peace plan that covered everything. Up to this day, he has 
not replied to this proposal as he promised. Therefore, we concluded that 
Ethiopia is proceeding with its line, something confirned by the Ethiopian 
foreign minister, who resigned, and the Ethiopian ambassador to Sudan when 
they came here and reported that Ethiopian policy is to keep up’ suppression 
internally and to support the rebellion in south Sudan. 


[Question] Very well. Was this direction of yours coupled with any kind of 
request for aid? 


[Answer] When we went to America, the Soviet Union, France and Germany, we 
explained that Sudan wanted to develop and modernize its weapons and to 
diversify its sources. There were discussions with all sides. 


The focus on Ethiopia did not begin with Crocker's visit, but rather followed 
my specific statements at the UN. 


As for Kenya, its president, Arap Moi, invited me during the transitional 
period as a citizen and offered me Kenya's services in finding a peaceful 
solution to the problem of the south. We encouraged him to do that and part 
of his endeavors was to send his envoy whom I have already mentioned. 


With regard to the organizations fighting the Ethiopian government, it is true 
that many countries maintain relations with them. When we presented the peace 
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agreement to Mengistu, we had taken that into account and wanted it to be part 
of the agreement. We declared our commitment to implement any agreement we 
concluded. Indeed, we clearly proposed in the peace agreement a means for 
monitoring adherence to it so as to prevent fallacies, or a mechanism to 
verify our commitment to the agreement. 


[Question] Does this underscore the famous barter concept? 


[Answer] We mean to say that these means can be agreed upon in principle. 
Ethiopia has its own internal problems and so does Sudan. Each country must 
take its hands off the other's internal problems and must cooperate in finding 
peaceful solutions to existing problems. This can be attained without the 
barter concept. 


There is, unfortunately, another issue the Ethiopians fail to see. It is 
common knowledge that the Aden-Libya-Ethiopia axis came into being when al- 
Numayri joined the Cairo axis and sided with the West, accepting the rapid 
deployment forces. Following the revolution and the shift in Sudan's foreign 


Policy (non-alignment, no axes and good neighbor policy), Libya and Aden 
changed their position, but Ethiopia stuck to its old line. 


It seems to me now that Mengestu is the one behind Garang's failure to change, 
although three eras have come and gone. My view is that they arrived at gross 
miscalculations, including, for example, the elections that did not occur. 
All their calculations were proven wrong, but they nonetheless stick to their 
positions. 


[Question] What about the Egyptians? 


[Answer ] They have always expressed their readiness to mediate in the 
question of the south. we, however, tell everyone that we acknowledge the 
existence of problems and inequities and that they can be resolved peacefully 
and democratically. We believe that Garang and his grovp have so far refused 
because of Ethiopia. That is why we call on all sides to support Sudan's line 
as a sensible and democratic line and to define their position toward 
Ethiopia, either by persuading it to stop its support of the rebellion or by 
condemning it for its intervention in the affairs of and aggression against 
Sudan. This is exactly what we told al-Qadhdhafi and he was convinced. 


We have "nothing special" to give to any person. Our words to everyone are: 
"You have the choice of pressuring Ethiopia through your relations with it to 
take its hands off the rebellion, or to condemn it. If it has a point of 
view, we are ready to listen to it." 


[Question] Very well. We have noticed some confusion in the government's 
position, or in your position, on the management of the south. You say you 
accept the Addis Ababa agreement, but you announce a different policy. 
Furthermore, there does not seem to be any coordination between the Ummah 
Party and the Union Party and the southern parties that are in government. 


[Answer] This is not true. There was a sub-committee from the two parties 
ard a plan was approved and submitted to all the southern and northern parties 
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and agreement was universal. This meeting was attended by Peter Jatcon and 
Willian Ajal of the Political Grouping of Southern Sudan, who were in 
agreement. Thereafter, the "Grouping" changed its mind. 


In December, the council of ministers adopted its decision and an invitation 
was sent to the governors. The Addis agreement talks about a regional 
people's assembly, but this assembly does not exist. 


[Question] A provincial council uoes not exist but the agreement talks about 
one province. 


[Answer ]} Yes, but there are three provinces now that have been approved by 
all sides. 


(Question} I too have no objection to the existence of three provinces, 
provided that the main authority is held by the leadership of one province, by 
the supreme executive council. 


[Answer] The point is that the agreement includes certain things, but is 
lacking in other things. Therefore, it, as a mechanism, does not let us off 
the hook. We do not want to take away the council's powers. They will remain 
as they are. 

[Question] With regard to the provinces. 

[Answer] With regard to the southerners. 

[Question] With regard to the southerners in the form of provinces? 

[Answer] At any rate, the problem is not between the center and the 
provinces, it is between the southerners. Secondly, the situation we want to 
institute is closer to the constitution. 


[Question] In form? 

[Answer ] In form and substance because the present situation is represented 
in the existence of military governors. We want government to be returned to 
civilian governors. 


[Question] But what kind of powers will the supreme executive council have? 


[Answer] It will be vested with all the stipulated powers, and it will grant 
power to the governors of the three provinces. 


[Question] It will grant all its powers to them, what will be left for it? 
[Answer] We did not say that. The following chain of command will be in 


effect: the supreme council will be responsible to the council of ministers 
and the local governors will be responsible to the supreme council. 
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The problem in the end is not ours but that of the southerners in distributing 
power among themselves. It seems to me sometimes that people believe that the 
current situation is good and we want to change it for the worse. 


[Question] The current situation is so bad that citizens cannot stand to be 
together. 


[Answer] Exactly. The situation we have proposed is better than what we have 
now. It will be more civilian and all politicians will participate in it. 
This way we would have implemented the letter and spirit of autonomy. 


[Question] If local government is retained and if local governors drew their 
powers from the council, even if the number of provinces grew to six, so long 
as the one province concept is retained. 


[Answer } The day before yesterday I met with the National Grouping 
secretariat and asked its members why they were looking on as mere spectators 
in this national issue. I asked them for their opinions. The problem is not 
between the government and the southerners, nor is it between the south and 
the north or the center and the provinces. The problem is related to the 
administration of the south (a temporary, not a permanent one, until elections 
are held). 


I want all the people to discuss this issue. Political parties and political 
forces must not ignore this matter as though the government has adopted 
resolutions and wants to impose them on the public. 


[Question] That is why we are wondering where the Ummah Party is? 
[Answer] All the people took part in the discussions. 


[Question] We do not mean the party leaders, but rather the public which is 
an important matter. What is required is not government autocracy or al- 
Sadiq autocracy but true democratic participation. 


[Answer ] Three meetings have been held. We have explained matters to the 
leaders of the parties represented in the assembly; we have met with the 
southern party leaders and have held meetings among government parties; and we 
have had a very clear dialogue with the opposition. We have talked to all 
sides without exception, but there are many who believe that this matter does 
not concern then. 


We are now following the line we have established and which I explained in the 
four channels. 


[Question] It is important to have one province divided locally or 
administratively in a way that does not preclude the province's unity. 
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[Answer] We, at any rate, have asked them to come to an agreement and have 
formed a liaison committee. We believe that the situation we have put forth 
is a step forward and is better than the existing one. 


Second, we are saying that our proposal is a temporary situation. 


Third, we say that the powers stipulated in the '71 agreenent will be retained 
and we will not take away any of them. 


[19 Jan 87 pp 4-5] 


[Text] Today we publish the third and last part of our interview with Mr al- 
Sadiq al-Mahdi, leader of the Ummah Party and prime minister. 


In this meeting, the dialogue was resumed on a number of important issues and 
topics which, added to the previous parts, represents a modest contribution by 
AL-MAYDAN in expanding and turning the wheel of public democratic dialogue. 


We renew our thanks to Mr al-Sadiq for his patience during our encounter with 
him. 


[Question] We would like to move on to the matter of liquidating the May 
vestiges. 


[Answer] With regard to the May vestiges, we have identified them first in 
sumbols, emblems, medals, flags, names, the anthem and so forth, and the laws 
which are many. There are also the vestiges in public service and 
individuals. It has been decided, in this regard, that anyone who abused 
power in the May government for political or financial gain or aided the state 
security agencies will be removed. 


All programs necessary for these measures have been determined. However, with 
regard to individuals, we found that Article XVI of the constitution protects 
the inherited situation we have today, and therefore we have focused on the 
need to amend it. 


[Question] How does it protect the situation? 


[Answer ] On the strength of this article, any side can seek constitutional 
protection. There is no law for public punishment. There is nothing that 
incriminates these sides and, therefore, they are able to seek protection 
under the constitution. The same thing goes for the May laws and the May 
measures. 


Unless Article XVI is amended, it will continue to provide protection for the 
existing inherited situation. 


[Question] This is with regard to individuals. What about the laws? 
[Answer] There are provisions that protect inherited situations. What we 


want is the elimination of any of these situations that are incompatible with 
the uprising's charter or with any of the laws enacted for its implementation. 


21 





I have directed ‘Abd-al-Mahmud, the public prosecutor, to discuss this matter 
with the political forces and the Grouping. Our purpose behind the amendments 
is to be able to liquidate the May vestiges. 


On the topic of laws, our political commitment is revocation of the formidable 
legal production of the May era. We have found that accomplishing this with 
one stroke of the pen is impossible. The transitional government could have 
done it, but now we have to follow the legislative path. 


It has become necessary to formulate substitute laws. We have formed numerous 
committees to study all laws (civil code, penal code, procedure code, etc.). 
The substitute laws on the whole have been completed and we believe there will 
be no problem in passing them in the assembly. 


The penal code is the problem. The competent committee has submitted its 
findings which, naturally, include political options. But it has completed 
its proposals which it has submitted to me. I have asked brother '‘Abd-al- 
Mahmud to present them to the parties and the government for study in 
preparation for a council of ministers decision to be submitted to the 
assembly. 


[Question] This pertains, among other things, to the September penal code? 


[Answer] Yes. In my opinion, the great majority of the laws are not under 
dispute. The dispute is over what to do with the divine statute, or the legal 
punishment. This includes options that have to be resolved on a political 
basis. 


We are proceeding on the premise that it is necessary, absolutely necessary, 
to get done with this matter before the uprising celebrations. We decided 
that it must be examined at the partisan and political level and among public 
opinion, and thereafter the council of ministers will adopt a decision to be 
submitted to the assembly. We hope that all this will be completed before the 
celebrations in April. 


[Question] One criterion for liquidating the May vestiges, with regard to 
individuals, is that some were leaders in the Socialist Union. This includes 
personalities like Mr Ahmad al-Mirghani and others. This is dangerous. 


[Answer] What is dangerous about it? 
[Question] The coalition between the two great parties. 


[Answer] Every rule has exceptions. Nonetheless, some individuals have been 
brought to power by popular support. This is part of the reality the people 
have imposed. We would have liked to see a clear position transpire in the 
elections, but the people have said their word and no one can revoke it. For 
example, the southerners in the Equatorial Region elected 22 deputies, 20 of 
whom did not want a unified province. So what can we do? 
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We are taking criteria into account, but if the people on whom these criteria 
apply have public support, we have to deal with this reality. 


[Question] Public support for them or for their parties? 


[Answer] For their parties, of course. But how can you sort it out. These 
are the leaders of the parties. The important thing is that every rule has an 
exception. This does not prompt us to give up the rule. We are governed by a 
political reality. Nonetheless, the people still have the right to criticize 
and to question. 


[Question] Very well. Three other matters remain in the liquidation of the 
May estiges: the security agency (which is under dispute), the international 
agreements and the inequities during the al-Numayri regime, such as_ the 
military people to whom you gave promises in the rally honoring those who died 
in action. Let us take the security agency and the disputes over it. 


[Answer] I will tell you. There is no problem with regard to the security 
agency. Following the liquidation of the old agency, the transitional 
government converted internal and external security into a ministry whereupon 
we created the current agencies: internal security and external security 
(under the interior ministry) and military intelligence under the armed 
forces. 


We were convinced of the need for an external security agency, neither under 
the interior ministry nor the armed forces, but employing elements from all 
places by virtue of it being ... 


[Question] An agency under the head of state or the prime minister? 


[Answer] Intelligence will continue its military work for the army, and 
nothing more. Internal security is under the police. 


[Question] You mean not for spying? 


[Answer ] Correct. External security includes external activities that 
require efforts by the police, the armed forces and the civilians. A security 
agency not under any side and not like the previous agency. Its mandate is to 
provide information. There is not one democratic country that does not have 
Such an agency. 


[Question] Will it be subject to the oversight of the legislative power and 
the judicial power? 


[Answer ] Of course. It will be governed by a law providing that its only 
mandate is to provide information to the political sides. We decided that the 
interior minister would be the link between me and this agency, not in his 
capacity as a policeman, but as the interior minister. We have begun to take 
the necessary steps. 


[Question] You mean that the interior minister does not have a say in the 
agency's policy? 
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[Answer] Policy is established by a security council, but the minister will 
be the link. 


[Question] What about the injustices, the unknown cemetaries, and other 
stories...? 


[Answer] Every matter has an investigating committee to look into it. For 
example, with regard to the discharged politicians, most of them have been 
reinstated and the committees are examining the rest of the cases. With 
regard to the military, there are two problems. fThe first has to do with 
those who died in action and the government is committed to what I mentioned 
in the rally. Some have the right to return to work, but because the armed 
forces has many sensitivities, we have formed a committee to study the subject 
and it has submitted its recommendations which are under study. 


Scores of people have left the country (al-Ansar, the Gordon Mourtat people and 
others). We have left this case to the Ministry of Peace to handle. 


There are also the inequities against some people and the need to rehabilitate 
them. Those cases have been studied by the committee for the elimination of 
the May vestiges and their cases will be decided within the policies that are 
supposed to be adopted in light of the committee's recommendations. 


[Question] Some citizens were executed and others tortured or their 
properties seized, etc? 


[Answer] Yes, all of them come under the committee for the elimination of the . 
May vestiges. 


[Question] Very well. There is a question about the economy. In the time I 
have left, I will focus on two subjects: the relationship with the IMF, and 
we do feel the pressures and the demands it is exerting, and our relations 
with the socialist countries, and we might add India as well. I will say here 
that it has always been another escape and another way out of our economic 
problems. 


[Answer] With respect to the IMF, I believe that Dr Bashir (the finance 
minister) has explained in detail that the IMF has a specific prescription and 
Sudan (from the outset) has rejected it, stating that it has its own program. 
The IMF, after a long argument, agreed to discuss our program and we defended 
it. They said they would give us a final reply in February. 


Many of the countries that used to refuse to deal with Sudan, except through 
the IMF, have been convinced of Sudan's well-founded position and have begun 
dealing with us, such as the Arab Kingdom, the Arab funds and even the World 


Bank. 


Do you know that, ever since 1982 and up to this day, Sudan has not exported a 
single sock? Even cotton "was not moving." Now it is different. Those who 
went to Port Sudan found that the people are satisfied with the resumption of 
the export activity. 
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{Question} What about the debts? Was anything said about them? 


[Answer] No, there was not. We are no longer convinced of the size of the 
debt. We have a committee chaired by an economics professor from Senegal, 
Professor ‘Abdallah Wad. We estimate the debts to be much less. We also have 
an opinion on their legality. Some banks and corporations wanted merely to 
rotate their money and some countries wanted to support al-Numayri, and so on. 
some debts may be classified as illegal. 


After the final size is determined, we believe that some countries will waive 
their loans, some will write them off and some will freeze them. But after 
all that, an amount will remain and we will tell the lenders that we will pay 
them no more than 10 or 15 percent of our export revenues. 


As for the socialist countries, we have expanded our trade with them 
considerably. 


[Question] These countries have a general complaint that our dealings with 
them are not on the level: complaints about failure to pay debts and failure 
to pay the Bulgarians accrued debts for spraying and failure to pay the 


Czechs. 


[Answer] We have doubts about the spraying. We have found severe corruption 
(in sends, amounts, schedules, etc.). Anyway, we are reviewing and will 
agree on a way to pay the debts we owe. We will determine, for example, the 
size of the debt and will ask for a grace period and pay them in 10 years and 
pay a percentage of our trade deals with them. 


We have applied these principles with Iran and want to universalize it with 
other countries. 


[Question] It is alleged that you have agreed with the Egyptian government to 
visit Cairo and that your visit may mean an admission that al-Numayri's 
presence in Egypt will be discussed at the legal and not the political level. 
Is this a concession? 


[Answer] There have been no new developments in this matter. Relations are 
proceeding normally. As for whether and when I will go to Egypt, nothing has 
been decided in this regard. 


[Question] There is talk about corruption and al-Sadiq al-Mahdi is required 
to take a clear position. There is talk about the appointments, about’ the 
Sugar quotas and about the meat deal, etc? 


[Answer] In my opinion, the press has a duty to talk freely about everything. 
The matter of the sugar quotas has no room for fraud. The appointments, grant 
it that some partisan appointments have been made. The quesion is whether the 











appointee is qualified for the position or has been appointed for partisan 
qualifications alone. I believe in the people criticizing any appointment 
they deem improper. _ 


Regarding the meat issue, I do not know what happened. 
[Question] Like 'Uthman 'Abd-al-Salam, for example. 


[Answer ] But where is the corruption? What happened was that Sudan should 
not have had to import meat, but circumstances were such that... 


[Question] People say it was an elaborate deal. Meat at Port Said. The 
normal thing is to bring in imported meat through Port Sudan. 


[Answer] It was an offer. Grant it that an invitation of tenders was not 
issued. The normal procedure is to invite tenders and accept the best bid. 
In this case particularly, we were in urgent need of meat and he had it. 


The legitimate question is was the meat purchased at higher than world prices? 


True, the procedure followed was subject to corruption due to the absence of 
competition. The justification is use and the need to avoid the impediments 
of red tape. 


[Question] Very well. A propos, what about the alleviation of difficult 
living conditions: providing more commodities and lowering and stabilizing 
prices, wages and salaries? 


[Answer] Our premise is that there is no way to alleviate living conditions 
without higher production. We have been successful in raising agricultural 
production and are on the way to raising agricultural production. We believe 
that, within 3 months, we will settle the problem of industrial earnings. The 
problem that is tough in our opinion is distribution. We have no problem with 
the main materials (flour, oil, sugar, corn, cooking oil, matches, popular 
clothing, etc). But we do have difficulties in distribution. The 
distribution channels do not work "right" and a good part of them end up on 
the black market. We cannot provide adequate price controls and we were 
unable to define popular participation. 


[Question] What about democracy and democratic organizations? 


[Answer] We are going ahead with that and want to realize it. The subject of 
local councils is getting urgent attention. We have formed a committee that 
has submitted recommendations, but unfortunately, it gave, to some extent, 
more powers to the officials than the elected. Nonetheless, it differentiates 
between the officiais. After arriving at these observations, we formed 
another commitee under the chairmanship of Dr al-Jazuli. 


[Question] Thank you very much. We wanted to ask about your impressions of 
being prime minister for the second time, but we have run out of time. 


[Answer] This is a subject about which I have some things to say, but the 
time... 


[Question] Thank you very much. 
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PROGRESS OF EDUCATION IN KURDISH AREAS REVIEWED 
Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 14 Jan 87 p 5 


/Article by Najdah 'Abd-al-Majid: Statistics show the progress in the 
Higher Education Sector in the Autonomous Region"/ 


/Text/] The leadership of the party and the revolution has devoted great 
attention to the autonomous region and has provided it with all the where- 
withal for comprehensive resurgence and scope for development in the areas 
of cultural, health, economic and educational life. 





The course of educational development has covered great strides through the 
president and commander's attention to the people of the region. Schools of 
various levels have become widespread and baAve been provided with all academ- 
ic accessories. In order to learn about the scope of this educational course, 
AL-THAWRAH had the following meetings with educational officials in the region. 





Mr Muhammad Piruz, secretary general of the general secretariat of higher ed- 
ucation in the autonomy area, said, "The autonomy governorates have witnessed 
great leaps forward in education in past years and have realized educational 
achievements in the various academic levels in terms of school buildings, 
educational and teaching personnel and material and textbook accessories. 

The rates of admission have witnessed a great escalation in kindergartens, 
primary, intermediate and secondary schools, vocational schools, institutes 
and faculties. We can point to these clear figures which show these escalat- 
ing rates of educational achievement. The kindergartens in the region did 
not number more than 14 in the academic year 1975-76, the number of female 
teachers in them 86, and the number of children admitted 1,938, while the 
number of these kindergartens in the academic year 1985-86 came to 69, with 
368 teachers and 5,847 children. The primary schools in the region in the 
academic year 1975-76 numbered no more than 1,376, while the number of these 
schools in the academic year 1985-86 has now come to about 1,915, that is, 
an increase of 540 primary sbhools in the region in the past 10 years. This 
increase also applies to the number of male and female teachers and pupils. 
The male and fewale teachers in these schools numbered 7,157 and the pupils 
154,648, while the male and female teachers and pupils in these schools in 
the academic year 1985-86 numbered about 13,282 teachers and 276,720 pupils-- 
that is, ab increase of 6,125 male and female teachers and 122,072 male and 
female pupils." 
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He added that the intermediate and preparatory schools have experienced cor- 
responding increases, since the number of secondary and intermediate schools 
came to 258,containing 2,793 male and female teachers and 94,014 male and 
female students, in the academic year 1985-86, that is, an increase of 131 
schools, 1,473 teachers and 60,722 students over the academic year 1975-76, 
when the intermediate and secondary schools numbered no more than 127. 


Mr Piruz said that the development has also included institutes, male and 
female teachers’ institutes and vocational schools, alongside the creation 
of the institute of fine arts and the technical institutes and faculties be- 
longing to the University of Salah al-Din, which is considered a cultural 
and educational citadel in the region. 


He described the ongoing concern for increasing the number of school labora- 
tories and libraries in order to enhance the academic expertise of teachers 
and students, since tha school laboratories in the region's schools now 
number 312, while these laboratories did not number more than 200 in the 
academic year 1980-81, the school libraries number 152, that is, an increase 
of 23 libraries for the academic year 1980-81, and the number of educational 
supervisors has risen to 131, that is, an increase of 23. 


Concerning the secretariat's preparations for the current academic year, 

Mr Muhammad Piruz said that the secretariat general has assumed the task of 
providing all educational accessories for the autonomous governorates and 
every school level. The necessary sums have been allocated for repairing 

the buildings of the schools and importing kilns, ceramic materials and 

paints for the institute of fine arts in the Governorate of al-Sulaymaniyah, 
and graduatéssc0f institutes, teachers’ institutes and the faculty of education 
have been appointed and allocated to the educational and academic channels to 
meet the region's needs in vacancies which had existed in some schools. 


He added that the measures followed by the secretariat in developing the 
educational and academic personnel in the region have shown good results in 
getting all teachers in the teaching profession to participate in educational 
courses which are set up in the training and preparation departments in the 
governorates of the region and the Ministry of Education, and in addition 
educational seminars and symposia and training courses are held in accordance 
with a plan programmed annually. 


The secretary general of education, at the conclusion of his talk, promised 
the president and commander Saddam Husayn that the current academic year 
would be a year of accomplishment and development in high success rates in 
various educational levels, now that the students and teachers have performed 
their fighting role in the arena of weapons training. 


Salah al-Din University 


Concerning the university development that has occurred in Salah al-Din 
University and the scope for educational development the university is wit- 
nessing, Dr Khosrow Ghani Shali, chairman of the university, spoke to 











AL-THAWRAH, saying "The current academic year is distinguished by two import- 
ant characteristics, first the return of the students and teachers from 
training camps after their training in the arts of combat, and second the 
coverage of all preparatory level gratuates by the noble deed of the president 
and commander, Saddam Husayn, by being accepted at the faculties and insti- 
tutes belonging to the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research. 
Our university has set out a programmed work plan to receive the students who 
have been admitted, we have provided their scholarly and educational require- 
ments in the form of lecture halls and laboratories and we have prepared 
boarding areas and libraries as well as providing textbooks for all scholarly 
subjects and all students, This year our university has admitted 1,765 male 
and female students to the various departments of the university's faculties, 
in addition to the students in higher education in the departments in which 
academic places are available for receipt of the master's degree and the 
creation of new departments in the faculties of science and Literature to 
accommodate additional students in higher studies. In addition, it has been 
decided, under directive of the ministry's council, to create higher studies 
in the departments of the faculties of management and economics, in the man- 
agement, statistics and economics branch, and also history, sociology and 
English language department in the faculty of literature. 


The president of the university added that they were prepared to begin the 
project of the central library for the university, installing the central 
computer, in addition to the computers and peripheral facilities the univers- 
ity has provided for all the faculties and the provision of scholarly sources 
in the form of books and periodicals for all areas of specialization, 
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IRANIAN PAPER HEARS MUSLIM DISSIDENT'S VIEWS 
Tehran KAYHAN AL-'ARABI in Arabic 10 Jan 87 p 10 


/Interview with Qusayy ‘Abd-al-'Aziz, Moslem Brathers' representative, by 
Jamil Zahiri: "The Islamic Repuglis Has Become the Mother That Embraces All 
Islamic Movements'!/ 


/Text/ The representative of the Moslem Brothers’ movement in Iraq is a 
prominent member of the movement of the martyred Salih Sariyah, which had 
plotted to eliminate the ruling Ba'thist regime in Iraq in 1971; circum- 
stances impelled him to leave Iraq the same year, after the attempt the 
martyred Salih Sariyah had led was discovered. Mr Qusayy ‘Abd-al-'Aziz 
Fahmi, who for the second time managed to escape the Ba'thist regime's gal- 
lows and leave Iraq after going to prison about 14 times between 1959 and 
1971, participated in the conference of support for the Iraqi people held 
recently in Tehran. There we seized the opportunity of his presence to shed 
light on the role of the element of the Islamic movement in Iraq. 





KAYHAN AL-‘'ARABI: Why was Australia chosen as a takeoff point for your 
media activity? 


Mr Qusayy ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz: We tried to take residence in the Acab countries, 
but did not manage to. One should bear in wind that, when I fled Iraq after 
the late Salih mevembnt in 1971 against the Ba'thist regime bhat currently 
exists in Iraq, the martyred Salih Sariyah, who tried to assassinate the for- 
gotten Anwar al-Sadat in Egypt after his escape from [raq--an operation 
which almighty glorious God did not fore ordain to succeed--was executed in 
Egypt along with the martyr Kamil al-Anaduli and his group. 


Following my flight from Iraq I sought refuge in Saudi Arabia and there was 
surprised by a royal order in Saudi Arabia that I should leave Saudi Arabia 
immediately, in 1976. Then I went to Lebanon and from there received agree- 
ment to enter Australia. God be praised, we are now engaging in our activity 
from Australia, although that is remote from the Arab and Islamic world. 


KAYHAN AL-‘ARABI: Do you enjoy the cooperation of Egyptian, Jordanian and 
Saudi Islamic movements which are waging struggles against their regimes? 
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Mr Qusayy ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz: We by our nature are preceeding along the course 

of the martyred Imam Hasan al-Banna, the martyred Sayyid Qutb and other good 
members of the elite. The martyred Imam Hasen al-Banna had taken stands with 
the Shiites and met with Ayatollah Kashani, the well known Iranian leader in 
1948, in order to bring the Islamic creeds closer, and they arrived at an 
understanding of views between themselves. However, Imam Hasan al-Banna met 
with assassination after his return, when the sosiety for rapprochement among 
creeds existed, since the forces of arrogance feared, and still do fear, 
agreement among the Moslems and the unification of their statements. There- 
fore, as we are proceeding along this course, the course of the martyred 

Imam Hasan al-Banna, which is the course of Islam and the course of the 
prophet (on whom be God's prayers and peace), there are many Islamic move- 
ments which are proceeding along this course but some parties and individuals 
linked with Saudi Arabia and the puppet regimes have no effect on the people 
at: the base because everyone knows that the ruleé: of Saudi Arabia are directly 
tied to the forces of American arrogance, and the same holds with the other 
rulers of the Persian Gulf, and no brother Moslem proselytizer can shake hands 
with these people. We ask all brothers in the Islamic movements to rally 
about the Islamic revolution and the imam of the downtrodden, Khomeyni, may 
God preserve him, and proceed along the course of our martyred Imam Hasan 
al-Banna in rapprochement among the Islamic creeds, since we do not have 
Sunnites and Shiites, we are all Moslems, this is an Islamic revolution and 
this is an opportunity for all the movements hostile to the forces of arro- 
gance to gather together today. Today we find that the Islamic Reptiblic in 
Iran has become the mother which embraces all the Islamic movements. 


KAYHAN AL-‘ARABI: Since you are living in Australia, how do you view the 
Australian people's attitude toward the aggressive war Saddam has launched 
against the Islamic Republic? 


Mr Qusayy ‘Abd-al-'Aziz: The foreign media are always against the Islamic 
Republic, from America to Europe, Africa and China. All these media are run 
by the international Masonic movement and Zionism, and this all has its 
direct influence on the peoples of the world, especially Australia, which is 
very remote from the war. There are very few people who know the actual 
status of the war. Via these media we can observe America's Arabs, who are 
calling for peace between Iraq and Iran and claiming that it is not permis- 
sible for Moslems to kill their brother Moslems, but we say, why wasn't this 
refrain repeated when Iraq attacked the Islamic Republic in Iran and took 
over its territories? We find one other serious thing, which is that the 
forces of arrogance, by kindling the fire of this war, have sought to create 
divisions and hypocrisy among Moslems. 


The forces of world arrogance, through their agents in the region and the 
Arab leaders, have started to print books containing false stories and 

rumors about Imam Khomeyni to create divisions and hypocrisy between Shiites 
and Sunnites. We would like all sincere Moslem brethren to rise to their re- 
sponsibility in describing this conspiracy (the division of the Moslems‘ 
ranks), standing up to it and stating the facts to the people. These are all 
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lies, for instance, the book "The Age of the Magus Has Come" and others. 
They should explain to the Moslem masses that America's agents are providing 
publicity for these books in order to diminish the Islamic revolution. All 
that colonialism fears is the creation of an Islamic revolution in Iraq, 
after which there will be a single Islamic force joined with Iran, since the 
reason for creating Islamic unity in the world could create a change in the 
Islamic map, including the elimination of these puppet principalities in the 
region, and the Zionist entity along with them. 


Through this evidence,we see that the media in Australia are in the hands of 
the Zionists and that everything that is published is in favor of the [Iraqi 
Ba'thist regime. We always see that all the movies that are shown on 
Australian television are taken from the Iraqi regime's television. 


KAYHAN AL-'ARABI: Let us move over to the conference of support for the 
Iraqi people. What results has it achieved and will it achieve in the fore- 
seeable and distant future? 


Mr Qusayy ‘Abd-al-'Aziz: In this massive heavily-attended meeting I can see 
good results, God willing; God willing, this conference will be a good be- 
ginning for everyone's participation in the struggle and the holy war against 
the fascist regime which resents Islam and is dominating the tyrannized 

Iraqi people, Saddam's regime and his treasonous clique. We hope that this 
conference will have effective results, even if the credit for all this be- 
longs to the Iraqi fighting men who are taking part with their Moslem [ranian 
brothers in this war against Saddam and his regime. 


In conclusion, I would like to direct a word to my brothers the Sunnites, in 
order to explain our position concerning the latest false accusations on the 
part of the ruler of Saudi Arabia concerning this war imposed on the Islamic 
Republic in Iran, and not the Persians or the Magus, as these treasonous 
rulers claim. 


In reality, the books that are now being printed in the dubious countries 
connected to the forces of world arrogance are all to provoke the Arabs 
against the Persians. We previously observed that the forces of arrogance 
used the same method, since they provoked the Turkish and Arab element 
against one another and, when things were settled in their favor, colonialism 
came in occupation in all the Arab countries, and it was not fated that the 
Arabs would stand alongside it. I am talking about English and French colon- 
ialism. In addition, colonialism stirred up the same refrain between the 
Arabs and the Kurds, and in other regions; this has become an old weapon. 
Today colonialism has started to provoke the Persians against the Arabs and 
vice versa, and many suspicious books have been printdd in recent years. We, 
as Sunni Moslems, do not discriminate among the people of the same religion. 
We answer them and tell them that Islam puts what happened before it at a 
distance. The Persian nation, which they are now calling the Magus, has of- 
fered and has offered and has offered many scholars to the Islamic nation, 
since it has offered most of the scholars of the Sunnites, most of whom were 
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from the country of Persia. Suffice it to say that the holy prophet (on whom 
be God's prayers and peace) put his noble hand on the shoulder of our lord 
Salman al-Farisi (may God be content with him), who was one of the people 
closest to the prophet (may God's prayers and peace be upon him) and said, 
"The best in regard to this, and his people."' However, we know that his 
people belonged to the country of the Persians, and we also consider that 

the person who was the protagonist of the most powerful Islamic sect that ex- 
ists, Imam Abu Hanifah al-Nu'man, was Persian. The Persian nation offered 
many scholars of the traditions of the prophet and imams of creeds, and the 
people who corrected the Sunnah, on whom the Sunnites depended following the 
holy Koran, were mostly from the nation of Persia. We also find that the 
country of the Persians offered many scholars of prophetic tradition, inter- 
pretation, jurisprudence, language, history, science, mathematics, medicine 
and astronomy, such as al-Asfarani, al-Kilani and Ibn Hazm, and famous 
scholars of Islam also came from the country of Persia. Therefore, this 
weapon which the enemies of Islam are using today, that the country of Persia 
is Magus or something else--we answer them and tell them that the majority . 
of our scholars, those of us Sunnites, are from the country of Persia. 


In conclusion, the leaders of the Islamic movement have a great historic 
responsibility before almighty God and before the prophet (on whom be God's 
prayers and peace), because standing alongside the Islamic revolution is a 
duty in Islamic law, and as long as this Islamic revolution is standing in 
confrontation with the forces of arrogance and the reactionary Arab regimes 
connected to the forces of arrogance, everyone must support this revolution 
and save the downtrodden in the whole world of Islam. 


The acts of stupidity in discriminating between Sunnis and Shiites have be- 
come a wornout old weapon because everyone who visits the Iran of Islam today 
will see that the Sunnah is applied in Iran in full; I challenge the Arab 
countries' regimes to apply the Sunnah as it is now applied in the Islamic 
Republic in Iran. In addition, the Sunnites have a great, respected status 
among the Iranian people and their wise leadership because I have not found 

a Sunnite or Shiite in Iran; rather, I have found pure Islamic people. 
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ISRAEL 


JORDAN AIRLINES MAY OPEN OFFICE IN JERUSALEM, WEST BANK 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 16 Dec 86 p 4 


{Article by Shafi Gabay, MA'ARIV correspondent for Arab affairs: "Tlordan 
Airlines Is Interested in Reopening Its Offices in Judaea and Samaria and in 
Jerusalem" ] 


[Text] Jordan hopes to get Israel's agreement to reopen the offices of Jordan 
Airlines, which existed in Judaea and Samaria and in east Jerusalem before 
1967, apparently as part of its attempt to intensify its involvement in the 
areas in accordance with its five-year plan. 


"Ali Gendor, director of the airlines, said at a press conference in Amman 
yesterday that the intention behind the opening of these offices is to 
intensify the tourist traffic from Europe, the United States, and even Moslem 
countries to the areas, to revive the local trade traffic, and to help in the 
development of tourist sites in the areas. 


Jordan Airlines carries out flights of pilgrims from the United States and 
Europe to Amman and transports tourist groups over Jordan's bridges to Israel. 
These tour packages are cheaper than similar ones by EL AL. 


The name of the airlines, ALIA--the name of one of King Hussein's wives--has 
now been changed to Jordanian Royal Airlines, apparently on the demand of the 
present Queen Nur. The airlines intends to arouse all over the world a mass 
tourist movement to Jerusalem by means of tour packages including visits 
throughout the Kingdom of Jordan and from there over Jordan's bridges to 
Judaea and Samaria and to Jerusalen. 
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ISRAEL 


PURCHASE OF CRUDE OIL FROM EGYPT 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 21 Dec 86 p 15 


[Article by 'Oded Shorer: "Israel Will Purchase 2 Million Tons of Crude Oil 
From Egypt") 


[Text] Israel will purchase 2 million tons of crude oil from Egypt in 1987. 
Representatives of the Ministry of Energy and of three oil companies signed an 
agreement about this in Cairo at the end of last week. 


According to the 1979 understanding between the two states, Shim'on Gilbo'a, 
head of the Petroleum Administration at the Ministry of Energy, Arye Levi, 
director-general of the Paz Company, Avraham Agmon, director-general of the 
Deleq Company, ‘Amir Maqov, director-general of the Sonol Company, and 
Yehoshu'a Goldshtein, director-general of the Sherutey Tangerim Company, 
Signed the new agreement for 1987. 


According to this agreement Israel will purchase three types of crude oil at 
an average price, which today is about 12.8 dollars per barrel, from Egypt. 
Last month the price of Egyptian crude oil increased by about 2 dollars per 
barrel, following fears that the oil production of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries--OPEC--would be cut down. 


The head of the Petroleum Administration transmitted to Egyptian Petroleum 
Minister ‘Abd al-Hadi Qandii messages from Moshe Shahal, his Israeli 
counterpart, in connection with cooperation in the area of solar energy 
exploitation and search for oil. 
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ISRAEL 


KFIR AIRCRAFT FOR SALE TO HONDURAS 
Tel Aviv BITA'ON HEYL HA'AVIR in Hebrew No 54, Nov 86 p 40 
{[Article: "Kfirs for Honduras"] 


[Text] Israel will be able to sell 12 Kfir aircraft to Honduras. This was 
decided by the American Defense Department. Israel will soon submitt its 
proposals to the Government of Honduras with the intention to sign a deal for 
the sale of 12 Kfir aircraft manufactured by the Israeli aircraft industry. 


The letter sent from the State Department at [sic] the American Defense 
Department stated that the United States would not express an opposition in 
principle to the sale of Kfir aircraft to Honduras and that Israel would be 
able to compete, among other states, for the bid that its government would 
issue. Kfir's main competitor is Northrop's F5A. These aircraft will be 
withdrawn from the American Air Force and will be transferred to Honduras as 
they are, with about 4,000 engine-hours per aircraft. 


The method of financing this deal, whose value reaches sums between 100 to 150 
million dollars, has been the main obstacle thus far. The Government of 
Honduras has already ofricially asked the U.S. Government to finance the 
aircraft deal. However, the American Treasury Department opposed this 
request, claiming that it did not have financing sources for. this. 
Subsequently, the Government of Honduras asked that the United States use part 
of the sum for military aid given it annually by the U.S. Government. This 
sum reaches 85 million dollars annually. However, the U.S. Government also 
denied this request, claiming that this sum was intended only for arms 
purchases in the United States and not in a third country. At the same time, 
recently there has been a shift in the American stand on the second proposal 
by the Government of Honduras and an agreement in principle was even given to 
enable Honduras to make a partial use of the military aid funds to finance the 
purchase of these aircraft. 


Nevertheless, senior officials in the aircraft industry denied claims, 
according to which the aircraft industry itself would give credit to Honduras 


in order to finance the part in the purchase not covered by American aid 
funds. 
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It should be recalled that the sale of Kfir aircraft to every state is subject 
to Americal approval, because the American J-79 engine is installed in Kfir 
aircraft. The J-79 engine is also the engine of the F-4 Phantom aircraft, 
which serves in the Air Force. 


The aircraft industry will install the latest systems in these aircraft-- 
in accordance with the demands by Honduras. 
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ISRAEL 


BENI BEGIN IMAGE SEEN 'SOFTENED', FOCUSED ON STRATEGIC DATA 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 175 Dec 86 p 2 


[Report on interview with Beni Begin by Ronit Vardi: "Security-Oriented 
Person on the Alert") 


[Text] Beni Begin appeared before what was defined as Herut youth in Tel Aviv 
yesterday. It was a softened appearance--a blue sweater and a light blue 
shirt; an appearance based on his presentation as a security-oriented person 
on the alert. No longer an ideological leader, or a section marker. From now 
on a person concerned with strategic data. Whatever General Sharon can say, 
he can too. 


Begin explained that the balance of power between us and the main 
confrontation states--soldiers and tanks--has deteriorated. Will the 
newspapermen, he asked, be willing to quote him on this matter? He, so he 
said, will not give a more significant quotation. And he was right. Facing a 
forum of about 150 people, Begin again called upon the two camps to formulate 
an acceptable solution for an agreed conference in Herut. 


Question: You said two camps, and where is Sharon's camp? 
Begin: Two, because arithmetically this is more practical. 


[Question] Does the use of the word "practical" point to a softening of your 
attacks against Sharon because of practical considerations? 


[Answer] I express a reasonable and logical opinion. I don't remember using 
nonparliamentary expressions last year, since the "moged" broadcast. 


Well, what has softened Beni Begin? The answer lies perhaps in the closed 
meeting, in which he participated before the above-mentioned event. Twenty 
young Herut men attacked him there for about an hour. People say that Begin 
was more than bewildered. 

The following are excerpts from the conversation: 


[Question] In the last 2 months you have contributed to unrest in the 
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movement and to a polarization of the camps. 
Begin: I have the right to express my opinion. 


[Question] You must take into account that your statements are perceived as 
statements by a man who is not a private figure. 


Begin: How much can I restrain myself? There is a limit to what a person can 
hold in his belly. 


[Question] But you do damage in this way. 


Begin: Seven months have passed (since the conference). I don't see that I 
do damage. Nothing has happened, nothing has moved since then. 


[Question] About 2 weeks ago in Jerusalem one of your close associates 
expressed himself in the following manner: Whoever wants to talk about Beni 


Begin should first take off his shoes. This is verbal violence no less’ than 
that at the conference. 


Begins: One should not exaggerate. 
[Question] But what do you have against Sharon? 
Begin: I will answer soon, at the expanded meeting. 


He did not answer. It may be that Begin now wastes, or reduces, his 
opportunities to answer. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


DESERTERS CAUGHT BY MILITARY POLICE--More than 150 deserters in regular 
service and in the reserves were caught and returned to IDF service last week 
as part of a special operation conducted by the military police. The command 
of the head military police officer reported this to BAMAHANE. Since the big 
operation last November the military police has continued its efforts to 
reduce the number of deserter's. It says that additional operations will take 
place in the near future. [Text][Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew No 14, 24 Dec 86 


p 8) 11439 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MAJOR GUERRILLA LEADER DISCOUNTS AMERICAN SUPPORT 
Tehran KAYHAN AL-'ARABI in Arabic 3 Jan 87 p 10 


[Interview with Borhanoddin Rabbani by Samir Arshadi: "Our Visit to America 
Was a Dangerous Political Game and Did Not Benefit Anyone" ] 


[Text] Borhanoddin Rabbani, commander of the Islamic Society of Afghanistan, 
worked as a professor of religious sciences at Kabul University and spent a 
period of his life in the prisons of tyranny and oppression. He is now con- 
sidered one of the commanders and leeders of the Afghan fighters in their 
ferocious war against the red bear. 


He was president of the Afghan Islamic Federation when he met the American 
president Reagan last 16 June. 


In his exclusive meeting with the newspaper KAYHAN AL-'ARABI, he described 
his visit to Washington as one that served the Afghan cause, although the 
Western media used it to settle its scores with the East. When you hear his 
conversation, you can sense regret on his part at the visit to the United 
States, which he described as having been a dangerous political game. 


[Question] Your visit to the Islamic Republic in Iran is occurring in con- 
junction with the seventh anniversary of the Russian invasion of Afghanis- 
tan. What is your goal in this visit? 


[Answer] As far as all Islamic peoples go, esepcially the Moslem Afghan peo- 
ple, the Islamic Republic in Iran is considered in effect the second coun- 
try, and it is only a firm base from which all modern Islamic revolutions 
and upheavals derive their platform and their course. The position the Isla- 
mic Republic took regarding the brutal Russian invasion of our Moslem Afghan 
people was exemplary and explicit and I was invited to the Islamic Republic 
for the sake of condemning this vile invasion with our other brother refu- 
gees in Iran so that this republic would once again affirm its stand along- 
side the oppressed Afghan people in their ordeal and pains, in spite of all 
the problems and intrigues which the countries of international arrogance 
are weaving against Iran from east and west and without taking these politi- 
cal conditions and observations into account. 


In spite of Russian imperialism's schemes for imposing political solutions 
of capitulation and a blackout on the blood of more than a million Mosler 
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Afghan martyrs, and the establishment of the government of national peace, 
the Islamic Republic in Iran has asserted last but not least its determined 
Islamic position of principle, which is that it will not leave the Afghan 
people by themselves. As long as the Afghan fighting men are continuing 
their bitter struggle against the Russian invaders, Iran will not give its 
agreement to any political solution. 


Our arrival in Iran is taking place from this point of departure, and our 
entire hope is that we will obtain beneficial results for the sake of our 
Islamic revolution in Afghanistan and realize our revolutionaries' will for 
the establishment of Islamic rule. 


We are certain that the Islamic revolution in Iran is the object of the 
attention of the world's Moslems and we are most confident that the ties of 
brotherhood between our Moslem peoples, especially in these difficult cir- 
cumstances our oppressed people are passing through, will be firmly implant- 
ed. 


[Question] How do you justify the visit you made to the United States and 
your visit with its president? 


[Answer] The invitation to visit the United States was sent to us more than 
once, and we always rejected it, until the Islamic Federation, by a majority 
of votes, concurred in the need for the delegation to travel to America. At 
that time I recommended that the delegation be at the level of third or 
fourth rank figures, but the federation insisted that the delegation be made 
up of the chairmanship of the federation. 


During this time, the Russian attacks on the regions of the east of Afghan- 
istan escalated and the American attack on Libya occurred in conjunction 
with that. Although Libya supports the Russian invasion of Afghanistan, the 
trip was cancelled because of the American aggression against the Moslem 
Libyan people. 


However, the invitation was renewed once again, and the federation agreed to 
respond to it. We went to America, and this does not mean our deviation with 
regard to American policy or a change in our policy. Rather, in our first 
meeting with Reagan, we asserted to him that the pecple who inherit the 
blood of a million martyrs and have 5 million people uprooted in various 
areas of the world do not recognize bargaining and capitulation, and the 
purpose of our trip was to put pressure on Russia. 


At the press conference we held there, we stressed that our goal in coming 
to America was that our revolution was Islamic and independent and was not 
connected to America, that no one had the right to interfere in our people's 
internal affairs, that what was rejuvenating the fate of the people were the 
fighting men huddled in the barricades of combat against the Russian occupa- 
tion, that our course and that of America were parallel and did not inter- 
sect, and that we came to convey our oppressed people's appeal to the ears 
of the world. We did not receive any weapons from America and forcefully 
refuted Reagan's statements on the sending of stinger missiles to the Afghan 
revolutionaries. 
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The American and Arab media trumpeted and drummed up this visit and tried to 
exploit it in colonialism's behalf, while we lacked the media resources to 
stand up to these lies and slanderous statements. 


We described our frank position at a press conference we held in Peshawar 
after our return from America and said that we had gone to America without 
coordinating our policies, since our platform and the American one are con- 
tradictory, we had not expected that our visit would be a dangerous politi- 
cal game and, like such visits, would benefit no one, and our platform in 
Afghanistan was a clear Islamic one. 


We hope that the newspapers of the Islamic Republic will help convey our 
appeal to the world and will participate with their Afghan brothers in their 
ordeal, as they are determined to establish an Islamic government through 
their own hands, without the help of the Americans or any other great power. 


[Question] The Afghan fighting men's operations are escalating day by day. 
What is the extent of your interaction with them? Do you prefer political 
action to the action of holy war? 


[Answer] I constantly visit the fronts. A short while ago I visited the 
Helmand front and the Qandahar front. However, administrative activity takes 
much of our time, although the holy war organization of the fighting men's 
operations takes place under my supervision as well. 


[Question] Are there coordinating programs for cooperation with the Islamic 
Republic in Iran? What is your view on the recent Russian proposal on the 
need for Iran's participation in any political solution to the issue of Af- 
ghanistan? 


[Answer] Coordination with the Islamic Republic is not a new thing. In the 
first sessions of the Geneva conference in which the Pakistani foreign min- 
ister participated, we rejected the conference and declared our support for 
the Islamic Republic's positions and our high praise for them. We stressed 
that political solutions were incapable of ending the problem, the only key 
to the issue was in the hand of the Afghan fighting men and the position of 
the Islamic Republic was that of the fighting men themselves. We now repeat, 
also, that the Afghan Moslem revolutionaries! appeal is being stated by the 
Foreign Ministry of Iran. 


Any solution to the Afghan cause which is discussed in the back corridors 
and is not concerned with the role of the Moslem fighting men will fail 


grievously. 


As for Gorbachev's recent proposal, one cannot have confidence in it. [t is 
assuming the manner of the political games of the leaders of Russia. 


The Russian plan for the formation of the national coalition government has 
no validity, because our war is against the Russians and the Afghan people 
are united against the Russian invasion and have proved their worthiness and 
determination by standing up to this armed occupation that has the most mod- 
ern weapons. 
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The error of the Russians' calculations has been established, because they 
have not taken any account of the will of the people and their faith and 
beliefs and have imagined that weapons will enable them to challenge the 
determination of the Moslem people and their shedding of the blood of inno- 
cents and extending the period of the war will compel our people to yield to 
Russian dominance. 


We give thanks and praise to God that our revolution is striking roots and 
becoming more firmly implanted with each day, and the victories we have re- 
alized this year cannot be compared with the victories of past years. One 
can call them the victory of victories. 


[Question] The Islamic summit conference will be held in Kuwait in the next 
few days. What is your role in this conference? 


[Answer] Although the seats of the Afghan delegation in the Islamic summit 
conference and the conference of the foreign ministers of the Islamic coun- 
tries are empty, we have repeatedly asked that they be handed over to us, 
because we are considered the true representatives of the Afghan people. 
From this premise, it is to be hoped that the Afghan fighting men will take 
part in this conference, will coordinate their joint positions and will pre- 
sent their demands to the people at the conference. 


The holding of a pro forma, false conference attended by the presidents of 
the Islamic countries without the adoption of decisive, practical measures 
is something that has no benefit. 


[Question] What is your appraisal of Afghanistan's internal situation fol- 
lowing the expulsion of Babrak Karmal and the appointment of Najibollah in 
his place? 


[Answer] This change is great proof of the fragmentation of the administra- 
tive and political regime that rvles in Afghanistan. Following the deterio- 
ration of conditions during Babrak Karmal's rule, the Russians were con- 
pelled to appoint a new executioner who had occupied the position of chair- 
man of the espionage organizations, Najibollah, in the hope that he would be 
successful, by means of bloodshed and collective murder, in calming down the 
internal situation. 


Every day that goes by, the Russian invaders suffer a new catastrophe and 
vile defeat, and the deteriorating administrative situation has become clear 
to the whole world. 


[Question] Do you support the plan for the unity of the Afghan fighting 
forces? What is the extent of your interaction with it? 


[Answer] The organization of the Afghan Islamic Society is one of the big- 
gest holy war forces in being, and we have called on our brothers in the 
Shiite holy war organizations present in Iran to form unified holy war 
ranks. We are certain that our federation will not become complete without 
the effective participation of our Shiite brothers. 


[Question] How do you view the projects for unity between Shiites and Sunnis 
in Afghanistan? 
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[Answer] Since the beginning of our holy war operations, we took part with 
our Shiite brothers in the religious observances of Ashura and we stress the 
need for unity between Sunnis and Shiites for the sake of standing up to the 
conspiracies of colonialism. We have contined to assert to the other Sunni 
organizations that as long as we do not win our Shiite brothers over to our 
side, our course will be deficient. 


With thanks to God, our brothers in the form of Shiites and Sunnis are 
standing today side by side in the barricades of holy war to fight the infi- 
del butchers of Russia and you will find the Afghan fighting men fighting 
without being aware which of them are from the Islamic Society, the Nasr 
organization or the Islamic movement. They are all equal in the holy war. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


WOUNDED COMBATANT DESCRIBES RECENT NANGARHAR FIGHTING 
Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA' in Arabic 13 Jan 87 pp 32, 33 


[Article: "An Interview with a Person Wounded in the Battles of Islam in the 
Province of Nangarhar" ] 


[Text] Shamalan is a border area where the fighting men have camps whose goal 
is to guarantee security for the route of caravans going in to supply the 
fighting men inside the country. Their goal is also to crush the people 
committing aggression against their bases. The Russians, in recent days, 

have tried to carry out an offensive against the fighting men's positions 

with large land forces, with terrifying air support; they have sustained 

many casualties, equipment of theirs has been destroyed and captives have 

been taken among them. Conversely, fighting men have been wounded and a few 
have met their death in battle. We had a meeting with one of our fighting 

men who was taken to the Fawzan Hospital in the city of Peshawar. 


[Question] Sheykh Afridi, you are a fighting man and your front is in Qun- 
duz, as you told us. What brought you to the Province of Nangarhar so that 
you would be injured in the Shamalan area? 


[Answer] I came from Konduz to spend a little time with my family, which had 
emigrated to Peshawar, and to take care of some private business at the 
front. However, the road closed with snow stopped me and I asked leave of Mr 
Sebghatollah Mojaddadi to go into the Shalman front, because we had become 
accustomed to the life of fighting against the British and Russian mercena- 
ries. 


[Question] How did your injury occur? 


[Answer] We were subjected to intensive bombardment from ground forces and 
bombers. In addition, airplanes had strewn many camouflaged mines about the 
area in the form of green butterflies and mines in the form of pens and so 
forth. When the bombing was concentrated on our positions, I and these three 
wounded brothers of mine hurried to find cover, and my foot was struck by a 
butterfly mine from which I received a light injury on my foot, and my bro- 
thers were injured by flying shrapnel. 


[Question] Was the operation of transporting you from the front to Pakistan 
difficult? What were the means? 
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[Answer] It was somewhat difficult, since the eccursed airplans obstructed 
my transportation by my comrade, who had been carrying me on his back for 2 
and a half hours. He took me up a hill and went down it, until we were in 
Pakistan. The number of jet fighter planes at one moment came to 11. My 
brother, who had carried me well, may God reward him with good things, be- 
came tired. Then we reached a somewhat secure border arsa and my brother 
managed to get a taxi to the area of Lundi Kotal, a border town, so that I 
could get treated there. Then I was transferred to Peshawar. 


[Question] Is there no doctor or nurse at the front? 


[Answer] No, there is not. Many of the fronts suffer from a shortage of 
Moslem surgical doctors, and if they are present they must be fighting Mos- 
lems who will not leave the front at essential times when the fighting men 
need doctors to carry out urgent operations to ease their pains. 


[Question] What was the state of the fighting like? 


[Answer] The Afghan Communist commando forces approached us, with the Russ- 
ians behind them, and we started to fight them face to face. We seized some 
of them and took their weapons (kalashnikovs) from them, but the forces were 
large and the situation was dangerous because of the density of their fire 
and their airplanes. 


[Question] How did you find the treatment in Fawzan Hospital? 


[Answer] There are Moslems there. We were very comfortable with them for the 
sympathy, compassion, service and comfort they offered us. I was very happy 
when I learned that Moslems were working with us in medical holy war posi- 
tions. 


[Question] Haven't advanced anti-aircraft missiles come onto your front, as 
we have heard? 


[Answer] In Shalman I did not see that, but we heard about that at the Maru 
front. 


[Question] I believe that your family will be happy with your salvation from 
death when you appear for treatment, God willing, and go to them. 


[Answer] It is true that I will go to the family to visit them, but I intend 
to go back to Shamalan, God willing, and will not come from Konduz to sit 
around in Peshawar. 


[Question] Haven't you faced problems in the holy war because of the alien 
nature of the environment for you, since the combatants' environment in Kon- 
is different from that in Shamalan 


[Answer] I can say that this was so at the beginning of the holy war, but 
now we do not feel any difference in the various fronts. Everyone is preoc- 
cupied with military orders and ceaseless activity. 


[Question] Arab brothers always love to hear a word from someone who has 
been wounded in the battles of Islam. What do you have to say? 
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[Answer] We, by our innate nature, love the Arab brothers, especially those 
who come to us and visit us, and we feel great esteem for them and the sense 
that the Arabs who brought Islam to us are with us today in our ordeal and 
our wounds, and thus will be our best defense. 


A Commander from Afghanistan: Qazi Asadollah Speaks about the Zama River 
Operation: We Were a Single Spirit in the Face of tne Tyrants 


The fighting man Qazi Asadollah is in charge of the Islamic Party's Sarobi 
front. 


In a meeting with him, this commander disclosed a successful operation in 
the combat theater and spoke about one of the other organizations' forces. 
We asked him: 


"You recently formed a federation with the other organizations present in 
your front, and with the blessings of this federation were triumphant over 
the enemy of God. Can you talk to us about this federation of yours?" 


The fighting man Qazi Asadollah answered, confidentiy, "Five months have 
elapsed in the federation with the other organizations. Before the federa- 
tion we were a forgotten force the enemy did not care about. We thought of 
mutual understanding and federation and actually carried it out. One of the 
blessings of this federation is that we carried out an operation in which 
all the fighting men's organizations here were assembled, since the comman- 
der Shah Mohammad and I went to the Zama River and distributed the fighting 
men there. By the way, prior to the federation we did not dare go to the 
river area, because our number was very small. Our battle with the enemy 
started, and we were a single spirit in the face of the tyrants. We struck 
them as a single man with light and heavy arms. In spite of our small number 
and their large number, we defeated them, with thanks to God." 


[Question] What was the enemy's style of combat like during the battle? 


[Answer] The Russian force came from five provinces to surround the Zama 
River in Adarkarreh. They thereby sought to cut off the road to Urgun. The 
fighting men sh.irmished with them and forced them to go back where they had 
come from in 10 days of bitter fighting. 


[Question] How many people were killed in these fierce battles? 


[Answer] As far as we went, none of us met death in battle. As for Shah 
Mohammad, he had 12 martyrs. As to the wounded, there were many in our midst 
and that of Shah Mohammad and all the organizations. 


[Question] Had Mowlavi Abdorrahim, Shah Mohammad and you each fought alone, 
would you have been able to win? 


[Answer] Of course not. There is strength in the federation. 


[Question] We thank you, brother Qazi Asadollah, for this meeting, and once 
again call on you to increase and strengthen the federation among yourselves 
until victory and the recapture of the land of Moslem Afghanistan. May God 
give you a good reward. 
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WEINBERGER COMMENTS ON COOPERATION WITH INDIA NOTED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 Jan 87 p 1 


[Article by J.N. Parimoo] 


[Text] WASHINGTON, January YA 


HE U.S. defence secretary, Mr. 

Caspar Weinberger, has re- 
ported to Congress that, as a result 
of a secret White House directive, 
defence co-operation between the 
United States and India has under- 
gone a “substantial change”. 


The Pentagon report, which was 


presented to Congress by the defence , 
secretary, deals primarily with: 


measures taken by the U.S. to control 
the transfer of militarily significant 
technology to the Soviet bico. 
-In this context, the report says India 
has given “assurances regarding nu- 
clear and missile applications” and 
that the government of India has 


signed not only a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU), but also a fol- 
low-on agreement to implement the 
procedures delineated in the MOU. 

The report says these agreements 
and assurances resulted in an “im- 
mediate release of a large number of 
technologically-advanced” exports to 
India. 

In a single year, in 1985, the U.S. 
sold, according to the report, more than 
$ 1.2 billion worth of sensitive dual-use 
technology. (Dual-use technology 
means peace-time technology that can 
also be used for military purposes.) The 
U.S. department of defence processed 
more than 3,000 Indian cascs in 1985 
and 92 per cent of these cases were 
approved. 

The department of defence, accord- 
ing to the report, also paved the way for 
the first U.S. co-production agrecment 
with India for the manufacture and 


distribution of computers. 
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The reports says that “outside of the 
Concom (NATO) arena and in the 
wake of the national security directive 
on India, substantial changes in U.S.- 
India relations were made in the arca 
of defence co-operation and sales of 
military and dual-use equipment and 
technology.” 


“Another milestone was reached”, 
according to the report, “with the 
establishment of mission-area dis- 
cussions between the defence establish- 
ments of the two countries, with the 
goal of increasing defence co-operation 
and sales of military equipment and 
technology. A defence department 
technical delegation visited India carly 
last year to explore specific areas of co- 
operation.” 


In a reference to China, the Pentagon 
report says that, compared to other 
communist countries, China has been 
placed “on an extremely favourable 
footing” for the purpose of receiving 
high-technology exports from Western 
countries and Japan. “In all, 27 
categories of technologies, including 


‘computers and micro-clectronics, have 


been made available to China, on 
roughly the same basis as exports to 
other non-allied countries.” 

The defence department expects that 
up to 50 per cent of the current U.S. 
high-iechnology trade with China will 
fall under the new list and procedures. 

Commending the report to Con- 
gress, Mr. Weinberger says America’s 
natural advantage over the Soviet 
Union is its dynamic technology. “If 
we can keep our Iead in technologies 
having military applications, we can 
disrupt the Soviet drive for military 
superiority.” 
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PAPERS REPORT ON RELATIONS WITII EEC 


Commerce Minister's Brussels Speech 
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[Text] 


BRUSSELS, Jan. 7.~The Com- 
merce Minister, Mr P. Shiv Shan- 
kar, has called for a long-term 
agreement for strengthening rela- 
tions between India and the EEC, 
reports UNI, 

Addressing the fourth meeting 
of the Indo-EEC joint commission 
here yesterday, the Minister, who 
is heading a high power Indian 
delegution, stressed the need for 
imparting a new dimension and 
orientation fo the existing  rela- 
tionship. } 

ie impressed upon the EEC the 
need to ensure better access to 
Indian products under the Gene- 
rallzed System of Preferences and 
outside it. : 

Mr Shiv Shankar expressed con. 
cern at the increasing trade gap, 
which amounted to nearly Rs 2,800 
crores in 1985 and accounted for 
40°% of India’s global trade deficit. 
Hic said this adverse trade balance 
Was not a viable situation and the 
EEC should take steps to diversify 
“ increase its purchases froth 
India. 


Mr Shiv Shankar appresiated the 
recent improvements made in the 


FEC scheme of GSP. He, however, . 


referred to the constraints still be- 
ing faced by Indian exporters. He 
suggested a re-examination of 
some of the administrative regula 
tions and procedures pertaining to 
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standards .which were hampering 


India’s exports to the FEC. 

The Comninerce Minister felt that 
there was scone for Indo-FEC co- 
operation in science and techno- 
logy, agriculture, energy and 
human resource development. He 
urged the joint commission to con- 
sider possibilities of trilateral co- 
operation where a third country 
could put to use the human re- 
sources and technological capabill- 
tles of India in spheres like trop)- 
cal agriculture, Infrastructure and 
small-scale industry. 


Before the three-day joint com: 
mission session got under way 
yesterday, the leader of the EEC 
delegation, Mr  Ciaude Cheysson, 
called on Mr Shiv Shankar = and 
reviewed Jndo-EEC relations. Mr 
Cheysson hosted a lunch for Mr 
fhiv Shankar. 

Revter adds: Earlier. Mr Shiv 
Shankar met senior FEC officiads 
fo review economic and trade 
links. 

India received some 338 million 
Furopean currency units ($430 mil- 
lion) in technical end financial aid 
between 1976 and 1933, most of it 
in direct subsidies and uimed at 


rural development, 

The 12-nation EEC is India”s most 
important trading partner, provid: 
ing a market for 20% of its ex- 
ports and 23% of its imports. 
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BRUSSELS, January 9 (UNI): The 
European = Feonomic Community 
(EEC) has assured India that it would 
improve its market accessibility for 
Indian products to check the increasing 
trade deficit. 


The community appreciated the 
scriousness of India’s adverse trade 
balance and agreed to take sume boid 
initiatives to rectify this imbalance. 


The three-day fourth session of the 
Indo-EFC joint commission meeting, 
which concluded here yesterday, ce- 
cided to chalk out an integrated trade 
promotion plan to diversify and im- 
prove India's exports to the communi- 
ty. 7 


The two sides decided to set up a 
working group on industrial co-oper- 
ation. Jhe group was expected to hold 
its first meeting in India in March to 
identify priority sectors and draw up an 


action programme. 


The Indian delegation. led by the 
commerce minister, Mr. P. Shiv 
Shankar, impressed upon the EEC 
team headed by Mr. Claude Cheysson 
that there could be mutually beneficial 
Co-Operation in sectors like engincer- 
ing, cnergy, community development, 
dairying and fisheries. 

Consequent’ to this. the FEC was 

expected to provide India an assistance 
of 1.3 million ecus (about Rs. 1.5 crore) 
during 1987. 
_ In respect of industrial collabora- 
tion, India pointed out that FEC could 
contribute to technological upprada- 
tion and modernisation of equality 
testing-laboratories in India. 


This would go a long way in ensuring 
that testing and certification of Indian 
exports received automatic recognition 
of buyers in EEC countrics. 


Cheysson Press Conference 


BRUSSELS, Jan: 9: 


The three-day a of the Indo-European . 
- Economic Community 


EC) Joint Commission 
this week marked 25 years of EEC-India re- 


- lations. , 


The Indian delegation at the meeting, led by 


-the Commerce ‘Minister, Mr. P. Shiv Shanker, - 


and the EEC delegation led by Mr. Claude Chey: 


sson, Community Commissioner for North- 

South relations, stressed the i of the : 

= relationship between the unity and 
ia. 


Addressing a joint press conféerence_after the 
meeting, the. two leaders expressed the de- 
termination to deepen bilateral relations in 
trade, industrial cooperation, science and 


_technology, energy.and human resources de- . 
velopment. 


Mr. Cheysson shared India’s concern over 


the trade deficit with the EEC which stood at 40 
‘per cent of India’s total trade deficit. He, how- : 
ever, pointed out that “the rapid development - 


in India accounted for bridging up much of this 


_deficit” and welcomed the “bold" decisions by 


India to do away a restrictions on oo. 
trade. The technological improvement in the agri- 
cultural sector had resulted in increased flew of 


-import and “the EEC wanted India to continue | 
with this 


of development,” he observed. 
The EEC would extend india access to its 


market specially in textiles and carpets, Mr. Chey- — 
sson said adding that it was necessary for India 


also to diversify its trade. 


Noting the “remarkable breakthrough” India 
had achieved in the export of certain items to 
Britain, he said, “Indian industry should con- 
centrate on exports rather than the domestic 


‘ market.” Mr.Cheysson said the EEC would con- 
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_of the quota of sugar i 


sider whether these products cou'd be import- 
ed by other EEC member countries. 

‘Restore sugar imports quota’: In reply to a 
question, Mr. Shiv Shanker. said India was 
making serious endeavours to diversify its 
trade with the EEC. He emphasised that the in- 
tensity of the existing imports by the EEC from 
India must continue and urged the restoration 

mports from India. 

He also urged the EEC to cut its Industrial 


‘tariffs on imports from India. 


Better access assuréd: A joint press release 


‘issued after the talks said that the EEC had 


agreed to India’s request to consider further im- 
provements in access to its market particularly 
under the Generalised System of Preferences. 
The EEC would intensify its trade ngeyers O--: 
gramme for Indian products. Also, a line 
group on industrial cooperation would be set - 


. up. It would meet in Néw Delhi in March to iden- 
tity 


priority sectors and draw up an action pro- 


gramme. 


The Joint Commission also agreed to re- 
inforce links between scientists in the EEC and 
india by implementing joint research projects. 
Bio-technology, health, environment, material 


,Science, energy, agriculture, and food 


technology, were identified as possible areas 
for cooperation. Besides, it was agreed to com- 
plete the on-gajng air pollution monitoring pro- 
ject in 1987. 


_ Energy cooperation: In energy cooperation, 
a decentralised energy system development 
and commercialisation project is to be im- 
plemented and hew initiatives were put forward 


'.in energy programming, conservation and con- 


ventional energy sources. PTI 











AMNESTY URGES GOVERNMENT TO PERMIT REFUGEES TO STAY 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Jan 87 p 6 
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till some time the refugees felt 
safe enough. 

The telegrams said that the 
Amnesty International had rea- 
sons to fear that the repatriated 
refugees in Bangladesh might be- 
come “victims of arbitrary arrest, 
torture and extra-judicial 
executions”. 

Copies of the telegrams were 
made available to PTI by the Am- 
nesty spokesman here. 

The spokesman said that the 
Bangladesh Government had 
sought a high-level meeting with 
the amnesty International in 
near future, ostensibly to plead 
for withdrawing advance refer- 
ences to the human rights viola- 
tion by Bangladesh security forc- 
es in Chittagong Hill tracts, as 
this was affecting inflow of for- 
eign aid from some western na- 
tions, which make aid available 
only after careful examination of 
the human rights track record. 

The spokesman, who recently 
collected fresh data of atrocities 
on the tribals resulting in fresh 
influx of refugees in past fort- 
night, said that the Amnesty In- 
ternational would only meet. the 
Bangladesh Government repre- 
sentative after carefully assessing 
the fresh data available on human 
rights violations in Chittagong 
Hill tracts. 

Meanwhile, over 2,000 tribal 
refugees have entered south 
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Tripura in the past three days to 
escape large-scale regrouping op- 
erations by Bangladesh security 
forces. 

Our Staff Correspondent 
adds: Over 1,500 and refugees ar- 
rived at the south Tripura 
Silacheri and Karbook refugee 
camps from Chittagong Hill 
tracts, bringing the total number 
of refugees to over 36,000. The 
fresh influx has made the pro- 
posed repatriation process uncer- 
tain. The refugees have repotedly 
demanded that without any polit- 
ical settlement of the Chittagong 
Hills tracts problem, they would 
not return to ther ancestral 
land. 
Meanwhile, over 5,000 refu- 
gees are still awaiting an oppor- 
tune moment to enter Indian ter- 
ritory to escape reprisals, by the 
Bangladesh Army and resettlers. 
The Shanti Bahini guerillas also 
have stepped up their offensive. 
In mid-night raid, the Bahini 
guerillas gunned down seven 
resetilers at Magmooth village 
under Khargrachaami district on 
Friday last. They also gunned 
down 17 Bangladesh Rifles per- 
sonnel at Taidong and 
Tablacherri on 14 January. 

The Tripura Chief Minister 
has reportedly decided to camp in 
south Tripura for two days. 
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INDEPENDENT HUMAN RIGHTS PANEL ESTABLISHED 


Madras THE HINDU in English 12 Jan 87 p 3 
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NEW GROUND RULES SOUGHT IN PRC BORDER TALKS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Jan 87 p 2 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text] _ NEW DELHI. Jan. 10. 
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contemplation, so that when the winter snows 
melt and the mountain passes reopen there will 
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fering interpretations depending on the political 
exigencies of the border situation. 

It would be difficult to improve India's re- 
lations with re Bangle countries like Pakis- 
tan, Nepal and ladesh, so long as China 
has a vested interest in straining them. The 
threat of renewed insurgency in the north-eas- 
tern States cannot be contained so long as the 
ee leaders feel that they can turn tc 
China for sustenance. 


Dead end: So it has become doubly impera- 
tive for India to prevent further worsening of its 
relations with China as a result of the present 
ecemp ye oh pe + — talks peo have - 
into a or all practical purposes. The 
Government is, therefore, taking steps to re- 
view this border problem and come forward 
with both interim and long-term to keep 
the dispute within manageable limits by first 
freezing the present E emage positions in all the 
sectors and then evolving new approaches for 
a negotiated settlement at the right time. 


As soon as the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi, is a little free from his other com- 
mitments, the new exercise will commence per- 
haps well before the start of the budget ses- 
sion. be goabeg Rego and vtamened ay 
tries, whic ve the primary responsibility for 
the border policy, are ready with the position 
papers on all aspects of this problem. 


The present Indian Ambassador to China, 
Mr. K. P. S. Menon, is due to retire shortly after 
a distinguished career in the Foreign Service. 
And the Government is already looking around 
for a capable successor, since his arrival in Be- 
ijing to take up this assignment will more or 
less coincide with the proposed diplomatic 
moves on this border problem. 





CPI-M ATTITUDE TOWARD PRC COMMUNISTS EXAMINED 
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CALCUTTA, January 8. 


5 ye recent visit by a delegation 
of the Communist Party of 
China to India at the invitation of 
the CPM has given rise to specula- 
tion whether the latter party is 
interested in taking up a little more 
pro-Chincse position. However, 
right now it appears that one 
should not take the CPM's invita- 
tion as anything more than a ges- 
ture of courtesy. 


During the last few years, a num. 
ber of CPM delegations had visited 
China at the invitation of the CPC 


and a return of Beijing’s hospitality 
was long overdue. At the same time, 
through this invitation, theo CPM has 
quietly told Moscow that while it is 
eager about friendship with the Com 
munist Party of the Sovict Union 
(CPSU), it is not prepared to change 
its stand about having the same kind 
of relationship with the Chinese 

So far as the CPC is concerned, 
it is also eager to establish cordial 
telations with the CPM on the lat- 
ter’s terms. At a reception in Cal- 
cutta, the Jeader of the Chinese dele. 
g:lion made it clear that the CPC 
believed in a relationship based on 
the principle of non-interference. The 
Chinese are even interested in mend- 
ing their fences with the CPI, and 
even non-Comruunist forces, in their 
bid to renew contacts with India. The 
CPI's response has so far not been 
cold, but it would depend on how 
far Mr. Mikhail Gorbachov, the So- 
viet leader, decides to go. 

If Mr. Gorbachov is impottant ta 
the CPI, he is also important to the 
CPM, as, for the first time, Moscow 
is showing signs of acccpting the 
existence of two Communist parties 
in India, The CPM’s stand on issues 
like Afghanistan and Kampuchea i¢ 
much more to the Jiking of Moscow 
than Reijing and the party wants te 
keep things like that. : 

The CPM Icaders ate today of th 
view that on the question of inter« 
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national solidarity, Moscow's stand ig 
much more consisient than that of 
Beijing which in recent years has 
chosen some very strange bed-fcliows, 

The CPM leaders are also not very 
sure of what the Chincse really mean 
by reopening the stock exchange at 
Shanghai or going In for World Bank 
finances, These steps may be cxplain- 
ed as pragmatic, but then thar Is 
not a very happy word in the Marxist 
lexicon. They are also et a loss to 

to why the Chinese 
should seem so etager to extend their 
hospitality to the known anti-Com- 
munist personalities in India, 

A new factor that is noticeable in 
the CPM’s bid to establish friendly 
tics with both the CPSU and the 
CPC is that its leaders are intcresied 
ii some plaintalking. Thus, recently 
in Moscow, Mr. EF, M, S. Namboo- 
diripad made { clear to his hosts 
what he and his party thought of the 
Rajiv administration, its foreign po- 
licy notwithstanding, 


And ever since the Chinese bern 


‘making overtures to the CPM, j.:0 


party leaders like Mr. Jyoti _ Basis 
have never missed an opportunity tg 
remind the people, “The Chinese :1¢6 
now sealising the mistake they mais 
when in the wako of the Naxaliie 
movement they had strongly criti- 
ciscd us.”” 

By virtue of being the dominant 
force in two states (West Bengal and 
Tripura) and hovering round the dri« 
vers seat in Kerala, the CPM has 
been able, to a considerable extent, 
to tell Moscow and Beijing that it is 
the only relevant left force in India, 
The two giant Communist partics 
have also not shown any sigd of 
disregarding this claim, though Mose 
cow, at the same time, would not 
allow any slackening of its ties with 
the CPI, What remains to be secn 
is whether its unique rosition, vis-a- 
vis Moscow and Beijing, allows the 
CPM to play its cherished rele, even 
if to a smali extent, of helping in 
the mocess of rapprochement bee 
tween the two socialist giants. 
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WRITER EXAMINES OBJECTIVES OF PRC COMMUNISTS' VISIT 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 16 Jan 87 p 1 


[Text] The two main objectives of the recent Chinese Communist Party 
delegation's visit to India were to carry back the reactions of a cross- 
section of Indian politicians and the public on such sensitive issues as the 
Indian Parliament granting statehood to Arunachal Pradesh, China's opening a 
border post at Sumdorong Chu in Arunachal Pradesh, the Indo-Chinese border - 
dispute and cultivating "new friends", political and otherwise. 


The team also tried to verify whether the CPI(M), with which the CPC has 
party-to-party ties, was moving closer to the Soviet Communist Party. 
India's achievements in the industrial and agrarian sectors and its experi- 
ence with multinational companies were also noted. 


According to leaders of the CPI(M), Forward Bloc and the Congress (I), with 
which the six-member delegation had held talks in Delhi, Kerala, Madras and 
Calcutta, the Chinese party leaders tried to verify the parties’ stands on 
statehood for Arunachal Pradesh. They also tried to find out whether the 
parties and the people approved the action. The Statehood Bill was 
unanimously adopted by Parliament. The delegation also tried to assess the 
Indian opinion on the Chinese description of the Indian move as "legalizing 
the occupation of Chinese territory". 


The Indian leaders, who held talks with the Chinese team, were also asked 
how the Indian people viewed the Indo-Chinese border dispute and how it could 
be solved. The delegation reaffirmed the Chinese rejection of the McMohan 
Line, saying that the present line of actual control could serve as the 
temporary boundary until the dispute was settled. "But when we pointed out 
that even this line was not being respected by your country, the delegation 
kept quiet and then switched over to other issues", a prominent Leftist 
leader said. 


The Indian leaders felt that the delegation did not think that the border 
dispute could be solved soon. "It kept saying that the border dispute 
should not stand in the way of close bilateral relations in other spheres. 
Also, our impression is that although the Chinese have a very good knowledge 
of events in India and their development they feel that lack of contact with 
India has prevented them from having an objective view of the Indian public 
opinion. 
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The members of the delegation said it many times that China wanted to have 
more friends in India. They hinted that the CPC would not like to restrict 
its Indian connexion to the CPI(M); it wanted friendly relations with other 
parties as well. 


The delegation inquired about the CPI(M) attitude towards the CPSU. The 
CPI(M) leadership reportedly restated its independent party line and expressed 
its satisfaction over the current thaw in Sino-Soviet relations. 


The delegation also talked of starting and expanding trade between India and 
China. "It was obvious that the Chinese were interested in the Indian market 
and wanted to make an early entry", and important CPI(M) leader said. 


That the Chinese are interested in getting more facts about Indian develop- 
ments in agriculture and industry is underscored by the visits of the 
India-based Chinese diplomats to various parts of the country. Just before 
the CPC delegation visited India, Chinese diplomats from Delhi visited the 
rural areas of Midnapore accompanied by local CPI(M) leaders. 
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VANJPAYEE DEMANDS WHITE PAPER ON SINO-INDIAN BORDER 


Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Jan 87 p 7 


[Text } 
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— today accused the Prime Mini- 
Gandhi, of withholding informa- 
lament 
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he 
Mr. ny . & former External Affairs — 


separating India from China was drawn with a 


‘No concessions’: No purpose would be ser- 
ved with the present offical level Sino-Indian 
talks which should be held at the political level, 
he said. Mr. Gandhi must disclose why we had 
not visited China even after accepting its invita- 
if years ago, and he must tell 
its leaders that India could not make any ter- 
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ritorial concessions, he added. 

Mr. Vajpayee prefaced his remarks to news- 
men by referring to China's denial yesterday of 
the chief of Northern Command, Gen. P. S. Va- 
dhera's claim that Pakistan had illegally ceded 
4,500 square km of Indian territory in Kashmir 
to China. China was protesting too much, he 
said, adding however that the General should 
not have made such a statement. 


Groundiless, says China 
_K. V. Narain reporting from Tokyo said: 

A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
in Beijing yesterday that the Sino-Pakistan boun- 
dary agreement had nothing to do with the 
own of Kashmir, according to a Xinhua 
= agency report today from the Chinese 
capital. 

Xinhua ed the spokesman as saying that 
China and Pakistan settled their boundary issue 
in 1963 ‘through friendly consultations’. The 
spokesman that, as sovereign states, the 
two countries ‘are fully entitled to do so and no 
country has the right to interfere’. The 
spokesman made these remarks at a weekly 
news ve when he was ~~ he veneinen 
on an Indian newspaper report reported- 
ly said that Pakistan had granted China part of 
Kashmir which, the report said, belongs to 
India. The spokesman described this allegation 
as ‘utterly groundless’ and ‘irresponsible’. 








SPECIAL BODY PLANNED TO BOOST TRADE WITH SOVIETS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 13 Jan 87 p 9 
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A special body of the Soviet 
Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry will be set up soon to fur- 
ther promote Indo-Soviet trade 
and economic cooperation, re- 
ports UNI. 

The body, comprising repre- 
sentatives of the Soviet 
organisations concerned, “will 
contribute to a mutually benefi- 
cial expansion and consolidation 
of trade and economic 
cooperation between the two 
countries”, according to Soviet 
Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry, president E P 
Pitovranov. 

Mr Pitovranov said that in 
the past five years alone, the 
trade turnover between the two 
countries grew about three fold. 
In the decade 1975-85 it rose at 
an adjusted annual rate of 16 per 
cent. 

He said various agreements 
8 during Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s visit to in- 
dia last November “provide a 
fresh impetus to our ties”. 
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Mr Pitovranov said the pre- 
sent economic development in 
the two countries, provided fa- 
vourable conditions for an ex- 
panded cooperation. 

“From conventional trade ex- 
changes which can no longer 
meet the needs of either party, we 
are planning to go on to 
cooperation in patents and li- 
cences and in the industrial 
field,” he said. 

Mr Pitovranov expressed the 
hope that the Chamber would fa- 
cilitate fuller utilisation of exist- 
ing opportunities and implemen- 
tation of objectives set up by the 
two governments. 

He said the Soviet Chamber 
had many years of ongoing rela- 
tionship with various Indian en- 
terprises. “Regular meetings with 
the Federation of Indian Chaim- 
bers of Commerce and Industry 
(FICCI) and reciprocal business 
delegation exchanges help define 
future guidelines for cooperation 
on “ planned long-term basis”, he 
said. 
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11 Jan Activities 


HANOI, Jan. 11 (UNI). 


HE external affairs minister, 

Mr. N. D. Tiwari, has said 
India valucs her relationship with 
Victnam and will continu@ to 
strive to consolidate it with a long- 
term perspective. 

Seales a the official-level talks 
between India and Victnam here yes- 
terday. Mr. Tiwari said both countries 
shared idcals of peace, disarmament 
and adherence to non-aligned prin- 
ciples. The Indian delegation had come 
to Vietnam with open arms of friend- 
ship and solidarity. 

These relations are neither based on 
temporary considerations of | sclf- 
interest nor directed against any other 
nation but derive their inspiration 
from the decp-rooted friendship of the 
peoples of the two countries, he added. 

Referring to the cordial relations 
among. Indian and Victnamese leaders, 
Mr. Tiwari said the Prime Minister, 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's visit in November 
last had added depth to bilateral rcla- 
tions. 

Mr. Tiwari conveyed ‘warm felicita- 


tions’ of Mr. Gandhi to the Communist 
Party of Victnam for the success of its 
recent sixth congress,, he capressed 
confidence that the Victnamese would 
be successful in reconstructing their 
national cconomy. 

Earlier, the Vietnamese forcign min- 
ister, Mr. Nguyen Co Thach, welcom- 
ing the Indian delegation, said the visit 
was of great significance for peace and 
stability of south-cast Asia. 


Mr. Co Thach characterised rela- 
tions between India and Victnam as 
‘very fine and pure from time im- 
memorial’ and emphasised that his 
country considered India’s role in Asia 
particularly and in the whole world as 
‘very significant." 


He described the internal Vict- 
namese situation as ‘very difficult 
cconomically”. Despite the present dif- 
ficulties, the leadership has emerged 
with enhanced unity which under- 
scores the resilience of Victnam, he 
added. 

The two forcign ministers had com- 
prehensive exchange of views on 
bilateral and regional issucs. 


Talks With Pham Van Dong 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in Fnglish 13 Jan 87 p 4 


[Text] 


Hanoi, Jan. 12 (PTI): The Viet- 


-namese Premier, Mr Pham Van 


Dong, has expressed pleasure 
that the current talks between 
the foreign ministers of India 
and Vietnam have created an 
opportunity for the two coun- 
tries to cooperate in various 
fields benefiting both, and for 

e, stability and cooperation 
in the region. 
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Mr Pham on Sunday received 
the visiting Indian delegation 
led by the external. affairs minis- 
ter, Mr Narayan Dutt Tiwari, at 
the Presidential Palace, reports 
the Vietnam the agency. 

Mr Pham told Mr Tiwari that 
his visit had opened new pros- 
pects and marked a new step in 
the development of friendship 
and cooperation between the 
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utmost to consolidate and de- 
velop their age-old friendship. 
Mr Tiwari, conveying the 


prestige India enjoyed in warm greetings of Mr Rajiv Gan- 
nonaligned movement and dhi to Mr Pham, said India 
world over. would do its best to implement 
Mr Pham also reiterated Viet- all accords and develop the fine 
to the Delhi De- relations existing with Vietnam. 

claration of the Prime Minister, He said he was pleased with the 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi, and the Soviet results of the visit, and held out 


broad prospects of cooperation 
between India and Vietnam. 


Mr expressed gratitude Mr Hoang Anh Tuan, Viet-. 
for the great support and assist- namese ambassador to India, 
ance rendered by India to Viet- and Mr Pushkar Johari, Indian 
nam’s national construction, and ambassador to Vietnam, were 


said he was convinced that the 
two peoples would do their 


also present at the meeting, the 
news agency added. 








Economic Accords Signed 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 13 Jan 87 p 1 


[Text] India and Vietnam today signed two agreements for economic cooperation 
in oil industry and financing. 


Vietnamese chairman of the Council of Ministers Pham Van Dong participated 
in the signing ceremony. 


External Affairs Minister N D Tiwari met with Nguyen Van Linh, the newly 
elected general secretary of the Vietnamese Communist Party and held talks 
with Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach highlighting economic cooperation 
between the two countries and international and regional issues. 


The local press said that the two sides had "identical" views on all issues 
discussed. The Indian delegation left for home this afternoon. 


Countering PRC Offensive 
Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 14 Jan 87 p 6 


(Editorial: "An Important Visit to Hanoi"] 


[Text] Mr Narayan Dutt Tewari’s visit to Hanoi emphasises two 


things: first, that Delhi places a high value on its relations 
with Vietnam, and, second, that we have finally set into 
operation moves to counter China’s quiet but well orches- 
trated diplomatic offensive against us. Subtlety has been 
the hallmark of Chinese diplomacy since long ‘before 
Marxism and Maoism (they leave the brashness to friends 
like Subramaniam Swamy); and Beijing has been very 
quick to exploit what it perceives to be shifting balances 
and friendships in the international equation. There is no 
doubt that while the basic relationships of the Asian 
nations with their very own friendly superpowers (Pakis- 
tan with the US, we with the USSR and so on) has 
— constant, enough opportunity has been given for 
oubts. 
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The most important recent change to take place in 
international affairs—and this is a change which will 
inevitably have profound repercussions—is the significant 
shift in the Soviet Union’s foreign policy. The hard lines of 
the Brezhnev Doctrine have melted and we are seeing 
Moscow under Comrade Gorbachyov pursue peace with 
almost as much ferocity as Brezhnev pursued belligerence. 
The Soviet Union has signalled that it wants a settlement 
to virtually every single problem it has with the rest of the 
world—whether it was with China on its borders or with 
the US-China-Pakistan axis over Afghanistan, or with the 
US over the nuclear arms build-up. The big question that 
follows is of course—where does this leave the Soviet 
Union’s traditional friends, and no two nations (outside 
the Warsaw Pact) have been more traditional and more 
friendly than India and Vietnam. China is clearly deter- 
mined to extract the heaviest price possible from the 
Soviet Union for any rapprochement, and it has begun 
testing Soviet resolve on every side. What is relevant to us 
is that China is also testing how far the Soviet Union will 
go to protect the interests of friends like India and 
Vietnam. This much Velhi and Hanoi both understand as 
well as Beijing and Moscow. 

After a long while China has activated the confrontation 
along the Himalayas, and not only in directly disputed 
areas like the land around the McMahon Line, but also in 
Nepal. The Gorkha agitation has clearly given China a 
handle which it did not have before, and much of its recent 
efforts have concentrated on trying to woo this community 
which plays such a substantial role in the defence of our 
country. China has been wooing the Gorkhas of Nepal to 
try and use them as an indirect leverage. Its objective is 
not hard to assess: if it can successfully replace India as 
the foremost patron of the Gorkhas then it will have dealt 
a sizeable blow to our military ability and to our confi- 
dence in our arms. Simultaneously, China has renewed the 
conflict on its border with Vietnam, and if Hanoi is to be 
believed then the Chinese have received a painful lesson 
on the battlefield just recently. But casualty figures are 
not really the issue. The test is the longterm ability to 
withstand these pressures, and indeed give more than one 
gets in the diplomatic manoeuvres. Mr Tewari’s visit to 
Hanoi should, in this context, serve a very important 

, and a es to Nepal will be the logical follow-up. 

e intricacies of foreign policy do not normally make big 
headlines, but governments note and analyse each step 
with great care. Beijing should now have enough work for 
its paper-shufflers. 
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KARACH{L ASKED TO STATE OPPOSITION TO SECESSIONISTS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 7 Jan 87 p 9 
[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Jan. 6. 


A suggestion has been made to Pakistan: 
that, as a token of Its faith, it should state . 
quite categorically that, being a non-aligned coun- 
try respecting the sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity of other nations, it is totally opposed to 

- any secessionist movement jin India, particula 
the demand for Khalistan. eh 
. It has been told that India has taken a similar ° 
:stand on the demand of the Tamil militants for 
an independent Eelam, maintaining that a las- | 
‘ting political settlement of the island's ethnic pro- 
:blem should be found within the fr. of | 
‘a united Sri Lankan State. 


The Pakistan Government has not rejected . 
this Indian suggestion, but left it open for the 
“time being under the pretext of giving serious © 
. ht to it. This could be done in the form of — 
‘a bilateral declaration reiterating the binding 
‘commitment by the two countries under the 
‘Simla agreement not to interfere in each other's 
internal affairs or through a unilateral statement. - 
: by Pakistan reaffirming its obligation to respect - 
India's territorial integrity wig iy | that it is op- 
‘posed to separatist demands like Khalistan. 


- 
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"has not, been involved in any 


It has been pointed out that such a categori- | 
cal assurance would go a long way in restoring 
‘mutual confidence and creating the right politi- - 
cal climate for resuming the process of normalisa- 
tion of og egy haps be dy — ' 
objection to a simp ra- . 
tion, since it would be fully in consonance with 


‘Pakistan's oft-repeated protestations of inncc- 


, ence 


if Pakistan has, indeed, been refraining from | 
any interference in India's internal affairs and it 
in the Punjab 

crisis as stated by its leaders, there should be - 
no difficulty at all in coming forward with this 
simple assurance. It would help to dispel India’s 
clandestine support to the 











MORE PAKISTAN AGENTS ARRESTED IN JAMMU 


INDIA 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Jan 87 p 5 
[Text] Jammu, Jan 10 (PTI)—With the clues regarding Pakistan's espionage 
arrest of three more Pakistani agents network in Jammu region and about 
from the border region of Jammu, the Pakistan agents operating in the 
State intelligence authorities have region. 
claimed to have smashed another ac- The sources said that the police 
tive gang of Pakistani espionage net- succeeded in nabbing one Zaheer 
work operating from Samba, Kathua, Hussain, amalleged Pakistan spy, and 
and border district of Poonch in the arms and ammunition smuggler, dur- 
Jammu division. ing a surprise raid at village Mendher 
According to official sources, the in the border district of Poonch during 
police arrested two more Pakistani midnight of Thursday last and recov- 
agents, stated to be members of the ered some arms including a Spanish 
Pakistani espionage network and asso- made revolver and large quantity of 
ciated with the field intelligence unit ammunition from his possession. 
(FIU), a Pakistan: military intelligence The accused, the sources, said is 
agency supervising espionage, sabotage stated to be the kingpin of the Pakistan 
and subversive activities ix northern espionage gang operating in the area 
India, especially in Punjab and Jammu and was the accomplice of an arms and 
and Kashmir from the Samba border of ammunition smuggler Maqbool 
Jammu district. Hussain, who had escaped to Pakistan 
The sources told PT' that their ar- in August 1985 immediately after the 
rest was made after some clues were district police unecrthed an active gang 
provided by one Nirmal Singh, an al- of arms smugglers from the Mendher 
leged Pakistani spy, who was arrested area, which was operating under his 
by the police from Samba border area supervision. 
last week along with some important Zaheer said during preliminary in- 
documents containing information on terrogation that he was active in the 
defence installations in India. area for the last several years and had 
The sources said that Nirmal close links with some politicians of the 
Singh’s arrest led to some valuable area, the sources added. 
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REPORTAGE ON YOUTH CONGRESS AGAINST APARTHEID 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 9 Jan 87 p 1 


{Text ] 


Gandhi Opens Meeting 


rime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on 
Pitesis stressed the need for 

“quick and hard action” to bring 
apartheid to an end, and asked the in- 
ternational community to act cohe- 
sively and concertedly by imposing 
comprehensive mandatory sanctions 
against South Africa. 

Inaugurating a two-day Interna- 
tional Youth Conference against 
Apartheid being held in the Capital to 
mark the 75th anniversary of the Afri- 
can National Congress, Mr Gandhi 
said half a dozen States that were s1iil 
supporting Pretoria needed to be 
pushed so that they brought the racist 
regime to heel and helped remove 
apartheid before it is too late. 

“The action cannot be delayed, it 
must be now. Perhaps even now may be 
too late,” Mr Gandhi warned and ob- 
served that any delay would only mean 
more bloodshed which must be avoided 
at all costs. Too many countries and 
too many governments were talking of 
human rights. Sometimes, they initiat- 
ed action overtly against the Pretoria 


regime, but only to prvtect against any. 


real action being taken. “We must see 
through various guiles that are thrown 
at us,” he cautioned. 

Recalling India’s pioneering role in 
moving international consciousness 
and movement against apartheid, and 
pledging its continued struggle against 
the racist government, Mr Gandhi said 
“we feel our independence is not com- 
plete as long as there is vestige of ra- 
cism in any corner of the world... We 
will not rest till apartheid is 
dismantled”. 
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Emphasising the dangers of not 
taking immediate and hard action now, 
brought out by the Commonwealth 
Eminent Persons Group’s comprehen- 
sive report, the Prime Minister said 
the mandatory sanctions were the only 
way to bring about a quick end to 
apartheid. Anything less than these 
sanctions “will mean a slow demise of 
apartheid” with a lot of bloodshed. 
“This is what must be avoided.” 

Welcoming the results of pressures 
brought in at the UN, in the non- 
aligned movement, the Common- 
wealth, and even in the US Congress, 
Mr Gandhi said some of the new legis- 
lations of the US and other countries 
too were good, but only as a 
beginning. 

Referring to the winding up of oper- 
ations by some transnationals, banks 
and big corporations in South Africa, 
Mr Gandhi noted that this was the re- 
sult of pressures not by governments, 
but of the people. The people’s pressure 
needed to be built up, and the responsi- 
bility lay with the youth. 

The pressure had to be put in such a 
manner that those governments not re- 
acting were made to react and take ac- 
tion, Mr Gandhi said, and suggested 
naming those ‘TNCs and corporations 
still involved with the apartheid re- 
gime “so that individuals can take indi- 
vidual action against them”. 

The Prime Minister attacked those 
countries trying to hide racism behind 
ideological blinkers and covering it up 
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for strategic, economic or global inter- 
ests and spheres of activity and ques- 
tioned those willing to build their econ- 
omies at the cost of blacks in South 
Africa. 

“How do we balance human dignity, 
human rights and human sufferings 
versus plutonium or a strategic loca- 
tion or a helpful government? Is it a 
bargain that can be balanced? From 
our point of view there can be no bal- 
ance, there can be no bargain. Apart- 
‘heid must be finished,” he declared. 


Apartheid cannot survive because | 


violence was built into the system, Mr 
Gandhi noted, and clarified that the in- 
tolerance, hatred, coercion, and brutal 
suppression and oppression that apart- 
heid represents “is violence”. 

With the ANC, non-violence was a 
fundamental article of faith, Mr 
Gandhi said and paid warm tributes to 


Mr Nelson Mandela, “a great son of Af- 
rica and an indomitable spirit behind 
the ANC”. — 


“Victory is inevitable” for the peo- 
ple of South Africa, the Prime Minister 
asserted and urged the youth the world 
over to come to the forefront to remove 
“this shameful blot from the face of the 
earth”. 


In a message to the conference, Mr 
Mandela, now languishing in jail, 
spoke of the “gruesome” conditions in 
his country and expressed his gratitude 
to India for its help in his and his peo- 
ple’s struggle against the apartheid 
regime. 

“During the course of 1986 over 


30,000 of sour fellow citizens were de-. 
tained.. At .this point.of time about. 


thousand people are still in detention. 


Some are as young as 11”, he added. 
_ “Applications to court for the re- 
lease of children are refused regularly. 
The State says these children are a 
danger to the State,” Mr Mandela said. 
Referring to Mr Mandela's mes- 
sage, Mr Gandhi wondered what sort of 
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a government was it in Pretoria that 
felt “threatened” by such children? 


ANC Secretary General Alfred Nzo 
gave a detail account of the atrocities 
being prepetrated on the Blacks by the 
White Pretoria regime and said that 
the regime of terror had lost political 
control over the majority of Black 
masses in South Africa. “Our people do 
not accept the authority and the legiti- 
macy of the white minority regime.” 


In an emotion surcharged speech, 

Mr Alfred Nzo said, “our country cries 

out for freedom now. Our region de- 

mands liberation and peace. Our con- 

tinued calls for justice and human dig- 

,nity go unheeded while humanity 
commands that liberty for all must 

reign supreme.” 


Expressing his organisation’s desire 
for a peaceful settlement of the prob- 
lem, he said “as we mark the 75th anni- 
versary of our movement, we reiterate 
our commitment to seize any opportu- 
nity that may arise to participate in a 
negotiated resolution of the conflict in 
our country. This we would do in the 
interests of the masses of southern Af- 
rica as a whole with the specific aim of 
creating a democratic, non-racial and 
united South Africa”. 


Maj Gen Joseph N Garba (Nigeria), 
chairman of the UN Special Commit- 
tee against Apartheid, said that gov- 
ernments and organisations, as well as 
world public opinion, must use every 
means available to them to persuade 
some major western powers to end 
their unholy alliance with the apart- 
heid regime. 


Archbishop T Huddleston, chair- 
man of the British Anti-apartheid 
Movement, called for quick and effec- 
tive steps to put an end to apartheid. 
He said that discrimination and preju- 
dices on the basis of region, language 
and race were universal but apartheid 


was unique since it was prepetrated 


constitutionally by a Government. 











Program, Declaration Released 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Jan 87 pl 


[Text ] 


The two-day International Youth Con- 
ference against Apartheid, which con- 
cluded in the Capital Friday night, has 


decided to organise global boycott of ° 


products of those multinational corpo- 
rations which have trade and economic 
relations with South Africa. 

The decision, taken ynanimously 
by youth delegates from 92 countries, is 
part of the 12-point programme of ac- 
tion chalked out to render material and 
practical support to the South African 
liberation movement against 


. apartheid. 


Releasing the action programme on 
Saturday, Indian Youth Congress pres- 
ident Anand Sharma told newsmen 
that he felt confident that the action 
would have its own impact on the soci- 


 eties and governments, and provide ob- 


vious pressures for boycott of suc 
MNCs. = 
' The conference had not formally 
decided to ask or press the govern- 
ments to subscribe to the boycott, but 
to launch a global campaign to expose 
the role of the MNCs and the 
transnationals in plundering the re- 


sources of South Africa and Namibia, : 


Mr Sharma clarified. 

He disagreed that the conference 
had ended with only noble pronounce- 
ments, and pointed out that the youth 
delegates had decided to meet again the 
same day next year at Harare to review 
the progress made in implementation 
of the action programme. 


The Harare conference would be 
hosted by ZANU Youth League, and as 
chairman of the conference India dur- 
ing the year would take up follow-up 
actions. 

The conference, in its New Delhi 
Declaration, affirmed its full solidarity 
with the Namibian people, and decided 
to observe 26 August as Namibia Day, 
observance of a Week of Solidarity 
with the youth and people of South Af- 
rica and conduct of solidarity tours for 
the youth of ANC, SWAPO and the 
Frontline States. 

The conference decided to contrib- 
ute and generate contributions to the 
Africa Fund, give all round support and 
ividterial assistance to the ijiberation 
movements to help them continue 
their struggle, and to heighten cam- 
paign for immediate and unconditional 


release of Mr Nelson Mandela and oth- 
er political prisoners in South Africa 
and Namibia. 

As outlined in the draft declaration, 
the conference offered help in training 
manpower, and provide scholarships 
and training facilities for the people of 
South Africa. Offer was also made to 
provide, on voluntary basis, teachers 
and workers for institutions run by the 
liberation movements of southern 
Africa. 

While deciding to mobilise opinion 
in support of anti-apartheid struggle in 
countries that were still reluctant to 
impose comprehensive mandatory 
sanctions against South Africa, the 
conference strongly urged the US to 
give up its policy of support and help 
and of “constructive engagement with 
the racist regime”. 

The US collaboration “has enabled 
the racist regime to acquire nuclear 
technology for the purpose of produc- 
ing nuclear weapons, a development 
which poses a threat not only to the 
South African people and the region of 
southern Africa, but the whole of hu- 
mankind”, the declaration said. 

The declaration unequivocally con- 
demned the US, the FRG, France and 
Britain whom it termed as “the racist 
regime’s allies”, for their continued 
support of the occupation of Namibia 
through extension of all assistance to 
Pretoria occupationist forces. 

Demanding immediate implemen- 
tation of UN Security Council resolu- 
tion No. 435 on freedom and independ- 
ence to Namibia, the conference 
emphasised that the Namibian strug- 
gle is complementary and _inter- 
dependent to the liberation struggle of 
South Africa itself. 

Noting the efforts by the UN, the 
NAM and the Commonwealth for reso- 
lution of the South African problem, 
the conference said these effurts as well 
as of the youth the world over could 
bear fruit only when all governments 


’ impose comprehensive mandatory 
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sanctions against South Africa. The 
sanctions were a necessary step to en- 
sure the speediest abolition of apart- 
heid, the conference said and com- 
mended the struggle of the Frontline 
States and the liberation movement to- 
wards this end. 
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The conference accused South Afri- 
can regime of stepping up its 
destabilisation campaign through mili- 
tary incursions, abductions and assas- 
sinations, recruitment, arming and in- 
filtration of armed bands of terrorists 
like the MNR and UNITA. 

It exhorted the international com- 
munity to aid the Frontline States’ 
struggle to free themselves from the ec- 
onomic stranglehold of apartheid 
through organisations like Southern 
African Development Coordination 
Council (SADCC),. 
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GANDHI SPEAKS AT 74TH SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 Jan 87 pp l, 9 


[Article by L.K. Sharma] 


(Text ] 


five-year ini 
Mr. ‘iv announced 
here ’ 

Addressing the 74th science con- 
gress, Mr. Gandhi wanted adminis- 


The Prime Minister as well as the 
Karnataka chief minister, Mr. R. K. 


application of scientific 
nine ingen regener arg 

ng no relationship with the de- 
velopment process. _ 
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Prof. Archana Sharma, president of 
the science congress, in her initial 
remarks talked about resources and 
inputs from science and technology for 
human well-being. The Karnataka gov- 
ernor, Mr. A. N. Bannerji, said , today's 
resources may not be tomorrow's re- 
sources, and called for a constant 
review and monitoring. 

The Prime Minister repeatedly ex- 
pressed his concern over the quality of 
current scientific work in the country 
and from Hr. Hegde’s blunt remarks in 
this regard it was clear that he shared 
this concern. Mr. Hegde said very little 
science was being done in several 
institutions which were afflicted with 
politics. 

Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Hegde also 
pointed out, that Indian scientists 
achieved much more when they 
worked abroad. “We discover their 
brilliance through the U,S,. or some 


other country”, Mr. Hegde said. 

Mr. Gandhi admitted that the work- 
ing atmosphcre in the country was 
stifling and that was why the goal of 
excellence remained a distant onc. This 
atmosphere must be changed and for 
that political action was vired 
against the vested interests and me- 
diocres in science who opposed 
dynamism and faster growth, he said. 

The vested interests in science felt 
threatened by a faster movement and 
any cffort to weed out mediocrity. Mr. 
Gandhi wanted the search for exccl- 
lence to begin at the level of schools 
and hoped that the new education 

icy would lead to an improvement 
in the present situation. 

Referring to the result-oriented re- 
search in the context of India's poverty, 
Mr. Gandhi also said that the govern- 
ment did not want to ignore the 
frontier “blue-sky” rescarch. However, 
all scientific work could not be a 
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pursuit of the esoteric and most of the 
research work had to be translated into 
action for national development. 


Responding to Mr. Hcgde's question © 


as to why poverty had not been 
eradicated, Mr. Gandhi said that partly 
it was because the governments did not 
chase scientists with the developmen- 
tal problems. “We will chase you, we 
will bully you and we will not get off 
your backs till you found solutions to 
problems,” Mr. Gandhi said amid 
applause by the large gathcring of 
young and senior scicntists, including 
ten former presidents of the scicnce 


congress. 

Mr. Gandhi referred to the tech- 
nology missions initiated by the gov- 
ernment with the involvement of dif- 
ferent official agencies and ministrics. 
He said he would be reviewing the 
progress of work on these inter-agency 
missions in New Dethi this week. 

The Prime Minister lauded the work 
done y the scientific community in the 
fields of space, atomic energy and 
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agricultural research and said achieve- 
ments in these fields, including the 
very revolution, proved that scicntists 

given the answer whenever called 
upon to do so. 


The challenge before the scientific 
community was of closing the tech- 
nology gap through innovation. With 
its help India had to break the vicious 
circle of second-rate tech . high 
costs, inefficiency, poor qua ity of 
s, lower volumes of production. 
‘he challenge was optimum utilisation 
of the country’s assets, Mr. Gandhi 
said. If the country had one-third of the 
world’s cattle lation, it should 
produce one-third and not just seven 
per cent of the world’s milk output, he 
said. 

Highlight:r; th: importance of in- 
culcating scientific temper, Mr. 
Gandhi said India had a disadvantage 
as compared to advanced countrics 
since here, the experience of industrial- 
isation was compressed within a few 
decades. 
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REPORTAGE ON GANDHI'S VISIT TO WEST BENGAL 
Report on 10 Jan Calcutta Speech 


Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 11 Jan 87 pp 1, 9 


[Text] Mr Rajiv Gandhi, in a hard-hitting speech in Calcutta on Saturday, described 
7 the Left Front Government in West Bengal as the “most incompetent” 





in the 


country and felt that it should allow the Centre to function in the State 


if it shirked its responsipility. “We do not need such a State Government and can 


have only one 


Government”, he said while addressing the centenary cclebra- 


tions of R. G. Kar Medical College in the city. Earlier, the Prime Minister, while 
speaking at the first Indian Engineering Congress at the Netaji Indoor Stadium, 


sharply criticized the 


the goods. 


He felt the policy of providing 
ubsidy to these units was proving 
armful both for the industry and 
he poor, The Centre, he said, was 
ommitted to the economic re- 
tructuring of West Bengal, but 
he people of the State should also 
lo some self-introspection to meet 
he challenge. During his six-hour 
tay in the city, Mr Gandhi also 
naugurated the Institute of Cere 
ral Palsy of the Spastics Society 
f Eastern India at Taratola. 

“How long can you pass the 
uck to the Centre? Where is the 
erlousness of the West Bengal 
jovernment to improve the condi- 
ton of the State?” he asked. While 
speaking at R. G. Kar Medical 
College, he claimed that the ques- 
tion of development in this State 
was being politicized. “Don’t sacrt- 
fice Bengal to political polemics”, 
he said while inaugurating the 
valedictory session of the cente 
a eclebrations of R. G. Kar 
Medical College. . 

The Prime Minister said if the 
State Government could not func 
tion with the desired effectiveness 
despite liberal Central aids, “we 
can then have only one Govern 
ment.” He hoped the West Bengal 
Government would take its task 
of developing the State more 
seriously. “How can we have a 
modern Bengal, unless the State 
Government shows interest in it”. 
he asked, 





Lashing out at the Government 
in this State, the Prime Minister 


said never be‘ore In the past had 
the Centre granted such liberal ald 
to West Bengal. But all such ald 
had failed to bring any improve. 
mer ere, because the State Gov- 
ern. « had not functiond in a 
proper manner. As a result, West 
Bengai. which even a decade or 
sO ago was In the forefront, haa 
taken, the backseat. Even the 
Rs 40crore aid package given %y 
the Centre had not been distribut- 
ed yet andthe floodaffected areas 
had not yet been identified, ne 
claimed. He said that when he had 


met the State Government across 
the table in September last year, 
he was surprised to see the “ab- 
solute confusion” within the Gov- 
ernment and the administration. 
Mr Gandhi claimed that in all 
the sectors, the West Bengal Gov- 
ernment had falled to utilize funas 
under the Sjxth Plan allocation, 
except in the Department of Pup- 
licity, where the utilization § of 
funds had exceeded the allocation. 
Referring to the power sector, he 
alleged that the West Benzal Gov- 
ernment was not at all keen cn 
augmenting power generation ty 
correcting its mistakes and suc- 
cess:ully utilizing the existing 
power-generating agencies. “All 
they want is new power plants, 
which take four to five years to 
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country’s public sector units for not being able to deliver 


come up. Perhaps It Is because the 
election is near”. 

Recounting his experience dur- 
ing his recent tour of the interior 
villages of West Bengal, the Prime 
Minister said he had at one rlacz 
come across a public health centre 
watch had a dotror who lived !n 
Caleutta, about 100 km away from 
that villase and a_ store-room, 
which was “filthy, disgusting and 
in pathetic neglect”, «vine +o 
sterilizing equiprent. “I don’t see 
how we can have hewlth fer all sy 
2,000 AD. in this situation” 

Mr Gandhi said it needed a 
Supreme Court ruling to goad the 
West Bengal Government Into :1}- 
locating seats in different medical 


colleges in the State for students 
from various States. Earlier, Mr 
Ambarish Mukherjee, West Bengal 
Minister of State for Health, im 
his speech, referred to allocation 
of seats according to the Supreme 
Court order, thus fostering natio- 
Jal integration. A sarcastic Prime 
Minister later said he hoped that 
the West Bengal Government 
would not leave it to the Supreme 
Court In future to maintain natio- 
nal integration, since jt fought in 
the court against allocation of 
seats on this pattern. 

The Prime Minister said the 
medical system needed a revie., 
sterd-eAization of the teaching 
method cnd prover nurturing of 
indigenous branches of medicine. 





“We don’t need proliferation of 
medicsj collezes or doctors. What 
we need js jmproved quality”. He 
sald the Medical Council of India 
would be _ suitably empowered 
to, if necessary, by amend- 
ing the Indfan Medical 
Council Act, to remove the present 
lacunae and to ensure greater 
control over medical affairs. He 
agreed with Mr Ambarish Mukher- 
Jee’s complaint that soaring drug 
prices had become a problem and 
hoped the Centre would soon come 
out with a satisfactory solution. 


The Prime Minister assured the 
audience, that he would. consider 
the problems faced by the college 
and take stevs so that the building 
-could be reconstructed. The money 
spent on giving a face-lift to the 
college and hospital on the occa- 
sion of his visit should have been 
spent more usefully, he felt. 

Earlier, the general secretary of 
the R. G. Kar Medieal College Stu- 


dents’ Union, Mr Tapas Francis — 


Biswas, said the college and the 
hospital was in a_ pathetic condl- 
tlon. mainly because of the step- 
motherly attitude of the State 
Government which had given false 
assurances for years. He claimed 
that condemned buildings were 
still being used and the condition 
of the wards was pathetic. The 
face-lift given to the college  be- 
cause of the Prime Minister's vis!t 
was like “putting lipsticks on a 
dying woman”, he claimed. Dr Pa- 
ramesh Kar, chairman, celebration 
tommittee, urged the Centre to 
make the college a post-graduate 
medical institute and provide  in- 
terim help to the college. 


The Prime Minister later went 
round some wards and expressed 
disgust and surprise at the condl- 
tion of these. The students’ union 
of the medical college continued 
their hunger-strike inside the cam- 

us to bring their demands to the 
*rime Minister’s notice, but re- 
mained peaceful while policemen 
'thronged the campus. 

In augurating the first Indian 
Ergineering Congress at the Netaji 
. Indoor Stadium, Calcutta, Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi said the Centre -vas “com- 
mitted to the restructuring of Ben- 
gal”, Calcutta was once the indus- 


trial capital of the country and 
the hirthplace of engineering, but. 


over the years, the State had 
stcadily lost its pride of place. 

Calling upon the people of the 
State to do “self-introspection”’, he 
said it would be useful for the 
State to ponder why the industries 
located there necded “a big injec 
tion” to “catch up” with the other 
regions where industrial develop 
ment had made rapid strides. 

Mr Gandhi sharply criticized the 
engineering ipdustry for not meet- 
fng the challenges posed by deve- 
Joped countries all over the world, 
It had only cared for its survival 
and basked in the sheltered atmos- 
phere of protectionism and an a 
sures] market free from competl- 
tion. While the Centre would help 
West Bengal botince back to its 
premier position in engineering, the 
State Government and the engineer- 
ing sector must also change their 
present attitude. 

Mr Gandhi _ said innovation of 
technology was the need of the 
hour for the country’s development. 
Such innovation did not imply 
wholesale introduction of compn- 
ters. On the contrary, it meant the 
use of machinery for production of 
a larger quantity of quality goods at 
lower cost. It would not only make 
the products competitive but would 
also generate all-round develop- 
ment in the country. “Even the 
rural youth hate to till with bull- 
ocks, when they could use tractors”, 
Mr Gandhi remarked. 

The Prime Minister said the time 
had come to reflect seriously On 
whether the country could “afford 
the engineering industry”. In the 
case of certain public sector units, 
the experience was disconcerting, as 
these units were being subsidized. 
Though more than 50% of the 
funds in the Seventh Plan had 
been earmarked for the public sec 
tor, the policy of subsidy was harm- 
ful both for the industry and for 
the poor. “Robbing the poor of 
their money is not Socialism”, espe- 
cially when the public sector was 
failing to deliver the goods to the 
poor. 

Mr Gandhi said the Centre was 
not going to “pull the carpet 
from under the industry” with 
one sweep, but it must be geared 
to benefit the poor. 

Mr Gandhi strongly opposed the 
policy of encouraging sick units. 
He said the advocates of the po’icy 
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could hardly be called Socialist. - 
The money pumped to rejuvenate 
sick units, thereby benefiting a 
handful of people, could be more 
gainfully utilized for setting up 
new units, he felt. Such an attempt 
would once again rob the people 
of their money, and this could not 
be tolerated, he said. 

The Prime Minister urged e¢n- 
gineers to adopt a “holistic” attt- 
tude for their own benefit and that 
of the country. The stage of !m- 
porting technology was over. It 
was now time to build on acquired 
technology and strive for techno- 


‘logy export. He added that, in the 


name of progress, sclentists should 


not damage the environment and 
“pass the bill” to the future ge- 
neration which would have to 
spend enormous sums to correct 
ecological imbalances, 

The need today was to absorb 
the foreign elements of culture 
and technology with “confidence” 
which had always heen the prin- 
cipal trait of the country’s tradl- 
tion. Of late, there were signs 
that the country was losing this 
confidence of assimilating the good 
of others, even of other regions. 
This trend must be stopped, he 
added. 

Mr Jyoti Basu sald the socto- 
economic situation in the country 
must be taken into account while 
choosing differewt technologies. 
“Both blind acceptance of techno- 
logy and blind opposition have to 
be avoided”, he said. Whi'e mod- 
ern technology was essential to- 
day, it should be harnessed for 
the use of labour and local re- 
sources, He cautioned that hi-tech 
should not be the tcols for sus- 
taining continuation of poverty, 
but be used for its eradication. 

Mr Nurul Hassan, West Bengal's 


-Governor. stressed the need to re- 


duce the gap between laboratory 
work and its practical implemen- 
tation. He felt that the engineer. 
ing potential of the country was 
yet to be rightfully used. 

Mr K. C. Pant. Union Minister 
for Steel ang Mines, said ernzgi- 
neers shculd promote “work 
ethics” and Increase the purchas- 
ing power of the commonman, Mr 
Kamal Basu. the city’s Mayor, ex- 
coe the difficulties in provid. 
ng proper civic amenities in a 
city where there were one million 
slum dwellers and a large number 
of refugee settlements. 





University Question, Answer Session 
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[Text } 


Shantiniketan, Jan. 10: This is a 
taperecorded account of the 
Prime Minister’s answers to stu- 
dents’ questions at the Visva 
Bharati University. 


The students and teachers at 


the session were happy as the 
Prime Minister extended the 
session beyond the scheduled 
time by cutting short his meet- 
ing with the local Congress(I) 
leaders. Initially 18 questions 
were selected by the university 
authorities. Mr Gandhi allowed 
six more questions as sup- 
plimentaries. 

Manpower requirement: The 
education system must be 
geared to create more jobs. The 
education system today is not 
creating more jobs. The degrees 
most people get makes them 
qualified specifically to become 
unemployed. We have to gear up 
the demand for jobs, the areas 
and types of jobs that are avail- 
able. 

It is no use turning out 
thousands of nuclear engineers 
or space engineers. Today no- 
body has worked out what the 
manpower requirement in the 


country is. How many civil en- 
gineers, nuclear engineers or 
agricultural scientists are 
needed. Nobody has done an 
account of our specific needs. 
We are trying to start an exer- 
cise to know what approximately 
is the requirement and then 
tailor the courses in the universi- 
ties to feed that requriement. 

Dowry system: This is again a 
question of values of the society. 
Nothing is more ridiculous than 
trying to impose certain values 
on human beings. We have taken 
some strong steps and legisla- 
tion. In the last session we pas- 
sed a very tough legislation 
where the ous would be on the 
husband anc his family to prove 
their innoce.tce if a bride died 
within seve: years.of marriage 
and there \.ere reports of tor- 
ture. This is the reverse of what 
was there e rlier. We have also 
taken a nur :ber of other steps. 
But these leterrents are not 


sufficient unless the society it- 
self is geared to accept amend- 
ment of existing values. 
Division of states: We have di- 
vided our states on linguistic 
lines. I am totally against this 
but, unfortunately, we are in a 
situation where we can do no- 
thing. And there is nothing more 
damaging than this. We have 
created linguistic boundaries 
concurrent with our cultural 
boundaries, development 
boundaries. We are building a 
solid wall on this boundary. 
Every state, I also include 
many Congress(I)-ruled states, is 
yielding to parochialism which is 
a negative attitude. Somehow 
we have to break this. Our 
strength lies in the mixing of our 
cultures and not on separating 
ourselves. These boundaries 
have become tools for politi- 
cians. They use them not to 
develop their own culture but 
for political ends. This is, in fact, 


destroying the culture. We will 
have to get our culture and ian- 
guages out of the clutches of the 
politicians. 

Research and development: 
There is too much of mediocrity 
in our scientific research and 
development, which stifles the 
good. Excellence must reach the 
top, particularly in science and 
technology. Otherwise we can- 
not progress. It is a wrong belief 
that scientists should not come 
into teaching because unless we 
get good teachers there cannot 
be good students. 

A lot of research is being 
funded by the government, 
mainly in government laborator- 
ies. Much of it is not very good. 
We are now trying to put re- 
search on what we call a mission 
approach. The government is 
dving a lot and will do more. We 
will also have to see that the 
private industry is involved in 
research and development. To- 


day very little research is done 
by the private industry. There is 
very little involvement of uni- 
versities and technical institutes 
in governmert research as well. 
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For problems of a technica] na- 
ture we must go to univeisities. 
Research work in universities 
and technical institutions is too 
sporadic and too spread out. 

Corruption: It is one of the big- 
ger problems we are facing. It is 
not as easy to tackle it as it 
might seem and not because 
there is any lack of political will. 
The finance ministry is taking 
action. We are really acting in 
areas where corruption has 
taken place. But if we have to 
get rid of corruption, we will 
have to deal with it from the 
other end as well. Values in 
society should be such that cor- 
ruption is no longer an accepted 
means of moving ahead. If mate- 
rial values and monetary values 
are the only values, then corrup- 


tion is not corruption by defini- 
tion. We will have to get the 
proper values back into our soci- 
ety. Only then will corruption 
disappear. A number of laws 
have been passed. If society does 
not want corruption then there 
will be no corruption. We must 
build a movement which will 
attack it on all fronts. 
Soviet intervention in Afghanis- 
tan: We do not want any armed 
forces in any country. We do not, 
in fact, want interference or in- 
tervention by one country in 
another. But what is more impor- 
tant is that most countries in the 
world are now becoming in- 
volved in block power politics. 
Block power politics or regions 
of influence really means pre- 
venting a yound country from 
speaking out its mind. It is a very 
negative idea. That is why we 
are trying so hard to make the 
nonaligned movement a sucess. 
We really believe that the 


nonaligned movement is the 
next step in the democratic pro- 
cess. This movement allows 
countries to discuss internation- 
al issues at inte ‘national forums. 
Even countries that are a part of 
block power } olitics feel that 
NAM is the ans wer. During Gor- 
bachyov’s rece: t visit we signed 
the Delhi De:laration which 
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icalls for nonalignment and non- 
violence. This is a move away 
from block power politics. But 
we need a much bigger thrust. 
Then there will be no interven- 
tion or interference. 

Mother tongue: The mother ton- 
gue is not neglected in the new 
education policy. We will start 
with the mother tongue in the 
lower classes. Where exactly the 
changeover will be made it is yet 
to be worked out. It will actually 
be a three-language formula. 
Unemployment problem: There 
are essentially two ways to tack- 
le the problem. What we have 
been doing is to create job- 
oriented projects, factories. But 
ultimately these have proved 
non-productive because they are 
inefficient. 
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PANEL DISCUSSES EXTREMIST DEVELOPMENTS IN NORTHEAST 
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{Text ] 


NEW DELHI, January 7. 


| Sep et sours ot operating 
in different parts of the North- 
East have been forging links, the 
government said tbday. 
“inn increasing signs a collabora- 
these forces called for a 
a action against them, the 
Union home minister, Mr. Buta Singh, 
told a meeting of the committee of 
Central ministers for economic de- 


velopment of the North-East. 


He particularly mentioned the 
emrgence of a new extremist group in 
Assam and escalation of extremist 

activity in Tripura. 
ae sedi tb te 

ng phenomenon. All the 
state waren a A in the region have to 
¢losely co-ordinate their efforts to 
tackle the extremist elements with a 
— hand and with all seriousness,” he 


The home ministe; wanted such co- 
Operation not only at the government 
level but down the line to the operative 
level. The intelligence machinery had 
to be properly geared up and the means 
of communication improved. He 
pledged | “the maximum possible as- 
sistance” by the Centre to tackle the 
would. which, aiaie de an 
wou 

sata efforia” 

committee of ministers, con- 
stituted ty the Prime Minister, is to 
oversee and co-ordinate the progress of 
major Central programmes in the re- 
gion and provide a bo hen where chief 
ministers of the constituent states can 
interact with the Central ministries. 


The home minister claimed that 
significant progress had been made in 
the development of infrastructure and 
communication facilities since the last 
meeting held in June. The Border 
Roads Organisation had received an 
advance of Rs. 9 crores so that the 
construction of roads and bridges could 
be further speeded up. The second 
Brahmaputra bridge would be com- 
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pleted “. March, four months ahead of 
ule. 

In the power sector, funds have been 
ae 6 Se Seen Ss Se Se 

rn Council for the Ranganadi 
hydel ject in Arunachal Pradesh 
which will generate 405 mw. During 
the next financial year, a mit.' cement 
plant will b commissioned in Manipur. 
One such plant has already been com- 
missioned in Arunachal Pradesh. 

He appealed to the Central ministers 
to co-operate fully with the NEC and 
ensure the tra of qualified and 
motivated officials of high calibre for 
service in the North-East. 

The home minister said a proper 
balance had to be struck between the 
requirements of the different ero 

aspirations of all sections of the 
population, while taking up schemes 
for economic development. | 

According to him, the facts of ge 
ography were such that no state in the 
eiy pak Ith oes it nn 

itary must all ma 

present {+p conscious of the fact that 
the cou of each state is interlinked 
with the welfare of every other state,” 
he added. 

In a related development, the 
Tripura chief minister, Mr. Nripen 
Chakraborti, stated that the Centre had 
assured him that it had no intention to 
send the army to combat the Tribal 
National Volunteer extremists. The 
para-military forces would work under 
the state government. ~ 

-The inspector-general of police 
would take extreme caution to see that 


‘nothing was done to spoil the good 


relations existing between the tribals 
and the non-tribals despite “the most 
provocative action to spoil communal 
and ethnic harmony.” 

« The chief minister said there were 
some areas on the Tripura-Ba 

border frequently used by the TNV 
extremists. But in the absence of 
motorabie roads, and due to the inade- 
quacy of the Border Security Force, no 
effective interception could take place. 
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“Now it has been decided that the 
state government will identify such 
border areas and declare ‘disturbed 
areas’ so that the BSF may have 
adequate powers to deal firmly with the 
TNV extremists,” he added. | 

He said the Central and state govern- 
ments had a list of confirmed TNV 
extremists. If the Central government 
so desired, it might apply the Preven- 
tion of Unlawful Activities Act to 
arrest them. 
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GHEISHING SEES GURKHA STATE FORMED BY MAY 
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[Text ] 
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DARJEELING, Jas. 7 (UNI). 


HE Gorkha National Libera- 
tion Front (GNLF) chief, Mr. 
Subhas Gheishing, today said he 
was coni.dent that a Gorkha state 
would be created by May this year. 
There was no “alternative for the 
Prime Minister but to create 
Gorkhaland, and it will matcrialise 
most certainly by May this year,” he 
said in an interview here. 

Reiterating that the Gorkhaland 
movement was not secessionist, Mr. 
Gheishing said statehood was being 
demanded under article three of the 
constitution and there was no 
substance in the opposition to it by .he 
Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, 
and the West Bengal chief minister, 
Mr. Jyoti Basu. 

“How can they oppose the constitu- 
tion?” he asked. 

Mr. Gheishing described as “blunt 
and damaging” Mr. Gandhi's state- 
ment in Darjeeling regarding the 
citizenship of the Nepalis living in 
India, and his reported refusal to 
concede the demand for Gorkhaland. 
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Referring to Mr. Gandhi's assurance 
that those Gorkhas who had been 
living in India prior to 1950 were 
Indian citizens, he demanded that the 
Centre declare it under the incorpora- 
tion of the territory clause of the 
Citizenship Act. 

Mr. Gheishing also threatened to 
launch a more vigorous movement if 
the statehood den:and was nul con- 


The GNLF would not be responsible 
if there was any bloodshed during the 
movement, he said, adding that he 
would play “more effective politics” if 
the Centre and the West Bengal gov- 
ernment indulged in “election politics” 
in the hill areas before solving the 
Gorkhaland issue. 

Mr. Gheishing said Fe did not care 
if he was arrested. “But the situation 
here would then go beyond control. 
Only I can keep the movement under 
control. That is why the West Bengal 
government has to spare me." 

He said he had informed New Delhi 
that no political party than the GNLF 
existed here. 
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MANIPUR LEADER INTERVIEWED ON NORTHEAST INSURGENCY 
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[Article by Neerja Chowdhury] 


[Text] 


‘NEW DELHI, Jan. 9.—Mr Rishang 


Keishing, Chief Minister of Man!- 
pur, denied as “totally base'ess” re- 
ports which had appeared in ‘a sec- 
tion of the Press that he had links 
with the pro-Beijing underground 
Nationa) Socialist Council of Naza- 
land fighting for an independent 
Nagaland. 
- Speaking to this correspondent 
last evening in Delhi, Mr Keishing 
claimed that he continued to be oh 
the hit list of the NSCN, as a re- 
sult of which he had to move with 
a heavy escort in Imphal, And al- 
ready there had been an attempt 
on his life. In any case, he had 
made it absolutely clea. time and 
again that what. the NSCN wus 
demanding was neither possible nor 
{casible. ; Pen 
His opponents . were trying 10 
_make out that he had relations with 
a section of the NSCN, he said: 
“Who can say which of ‘the NSCN 
wll be in my favour,” he as'cd. 
There was no pro- or anti-Ke'shing 
group in the underground organiza- 
tion. Its members obeved orders 
from the top leadership. And the 
NSCN leader, T. Muivah had said 
several times that Mr Keishing wes 
enemy number one of the Nagas 
and responsible for the murder of 
thousands of Nagas, the Chief Mi- 
nister said. Because of its command 
structure, he did not also ‘ltach 
significance to the reports zbont a 
split in the NSCN on tribal Hnes. 
Of late a‘ “stealthy” recruitment 
by the NSCN had picked up in 
Manipur, particularly in Ukhrul and 
Tehgnaupal, and “a movement from 
the underground — organizatigns to 


China jis also taking place”, Ills. 
. latest Information was that thero 


were 300 people “from the undcr 
ground” currently in China. And 
they were being led by none other 
T. Muviah. “We Co not know how 
many are from the NSCN and how 
many from the United Liberation 
Front of Assam”, he said,: 

For the past four to flive years. 
China had stovped its assistance to 
the underground groups In tho 
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North-Kast, Mr Keishing said. When 
they approached China for heip, 
they were told to come ofter they 
had untfted) under one umbrella. 
Now the assistance to them from 
China was being funnelled via the 
NSCN., 

Increased insurgent activity In 
tue North-East recent'y was due tn 
part to the deteriorating relations 
‘between India and China, Mr 
Keihsing maintained. “China does 
things In a very calculated manner: 
its intrusion in Arunachal Pradesh 
has 2 meaning behind it. And the 
underg°ound groups are Cependent 
on the fnternationsl situation and 
relations between the countries of 
this region,” ‘he said, 

Had he tried to establish contacts 
with the NSCN to try and bripg 


them to the negotialion table on 
the lincs atlempicd by the former 
Nagoland Chief Minister, Mr S. C. 
Jamir? Mr Keishing replicd that 
he had not. But those who had ae- 
ted as the go-between then had ajo 
met him.” | advised them that vie- 
lence will not Jead them anywhere 
and that that they should come to 
the negotistion table to discuss 
with the State Government and the 
sovernment of India. But there hed 
heen no response from the NSCN,” 
he soid, 

Meanwhile, Mr Keishing’s fate ay 
Chief Minister of Manipur hangs tf 
the balance, particularly after dis- 
sidents in his party have submitted 
a memorsrdum to the Prime Mt 
nister for his removel by January 
26 following the State Vigilance 
Commission's revort on corruption 
charges adainst h's Ministry. Sneok 
ing on his tocsible temoval, Mr 
Kelshing said,” I don’t think there 
is any reason why I shonld fail ta 
secure the confidence of the Jeader 
ship in the Indian Nationa) Can 
gress. As long as ] hove matority 
cupport in the Assembly and within 
the party, my position js secure * 


There were no more than nine 
dissident MLAs against him, Mr 
Keishing claimed, Wf others had 
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s‘oned the memorandum to the 
I'rime Minister, “the signatures 
have been forged”. 


On the Vigilance commission's 
report. the Manipur Chief Minister 
sald it contained “nothing adaitst 
me” Jt had poioted out the irreru- 
larities cominitted by some offi 
cials “in departments looked after 
mostly by Ministers dropned by 
me”. As recommended by the Vigi- 
lance Commiss‘oner, he had taken 
action against the Indicted officials. 
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INDIRA GANDHI TRUST HOLDS DELHI CONFERENCE 


New Delhi PATRIOT ir English 13 Jan 87 p 1 


[Text ] 


Rajiv Gandhi Speech 


Will man, who has developed enough 
knowledge to wipe out the entire hu- 
manity, be able to evolve enough wis- 
dom to save it? This was the thrust of 
the discussions and deliberations on 
the inaugural day of the five-day Indira 
Gandhi memorial conference on 
Monday. 

The aim of the _ conference, 
organised by the Indira Gandhi Memo- 
rial Trust in the Capital is to seek an- 
swers to the problem of making the 
world move “towards new beginnings”, 
of life, hope, progress and well-being. 
Intellectuals from 15 countries are at- 
tending the meet. 

Inaugurating the conference, Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi himself raised 
some moot questions: Has _ the 
civilisation really progressed? Are we 
really better than the generations that 
have gone by? Or are we deceiving our- 
selves by covering the same basic ani- 
mal instinct in a very sophisticated 
world? 

In a sense, the very concept of 
power-blocs is a concept of violence. 
Spheres of influence, strategic inter- 
ests, arms race, even apartheid—these 
are all representing violence, the same 
basic animal instinct, Mr Gandhi said, 
adding, “We have exchanged the club 
for a nuclear missile, but we have not 
changed our ways of thinking and our 
ways of action”. 

The key question, he said, was how 
to train people that they were not dif- 
ferent from others, from other relig- 
ions, other nations and other ‘isms. If 
the roots of violence lay in hatred, the 
remedy surely must come through 
compassion, which jvows through a 
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sense of affinity, kinship and knowing 
each other better. 

Observing that it was self-evident 
and beyond dispute that a nuclear ar- 
moury would spell destruction in min- 
utes, perhaps in seconds, of everything 
which has made life pleasant anid ful- 
filling, an agitated Mr Gandhi asked, 
“Why then the bomb, why then nuclear 
arms race?” 

Mr Gandhi said the world needed a 
firm policy framework of fundamental 
values and within that framework bold, 
revolutionary and innovative thinking. 
He regretted that success sometimes 
bred temerity of spirit. 

The Prime Minister also observed 
that economic development did not 
necessarily relate to greater human ful- 
filment and satisfaction, and ques- 


tioned how a negative approach of dis-. 


satisfaction, which spurred 
development, could by definition lead 
to a fulfilment and satisfaction. 


In this context, he quoted from the 
Bhagwat Geeta, that action is thy duty, 
fruit is not thy concern, and underlined 
that economic progress could not be 
purchased by sacrificing ethical values. 
“It will leave us stranded in a moral de- 
sert,” he warned. 

British Labour leader Michael Foot 
noted that 1986 declared to be the 
“Year of Peace”, by contrast, witnessed 
the highest scale of arms sales and 
arms race, and underlined the impor- 
tance of the question of human 
survival. 

Soviet Academy of Science presi- 
dent Guri Marchuk underlined the im- 
portance of peace for development and 
called for mankind to exercise efforts 
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to ensure solving of all global problems 
of food, energy, environment and 
health in the interest of all nations on 
our planet. 

He cited the Indo-Soviet relations 
of friendship and cooperation in di- 
verse fields as a living example of 
peaceful, constructive coexistence. 


American biochemist and Nobel 
Laureat:: George Wald attacked the US 
“Star Wars” programme and warned 
that it would ensure further multiplica- 
tion of offensive nuclear weapons. 


Report on 13 Jan Speeches 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 14 Jan 87 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, January 13. Participants at the international conference 
in memory of Mrs. Indira Gandhi, "Towards new beginnings," today made a 
fervent appeal that the United Nations be shifted to New Delhi and asked for 
strong action to dismantle apartheid. 


The forenoon session on the theme "Violence, non-violence and the moral order" 
opened with an eloquent denunciation of the attitude of Western countries 
towards the racist regime of South Africa, by Dr. Allan Aubrey Boesak, an 
anti-apartheid activist. 


In a speech tempered with emotion, Dr. Boesak narrated the sufferings of the 
black population of Africa. He stressed that the on-going violence and the 
daily killing of the oppressed should not be sidetracked since it lent 
urgency to the problem of apartheid. 


Modern methods had given the state greater power to manipulate the lives of 
people. 


He said while Western countries glorified their own revolutions, they con- 
demned the violence by the oppressed. They said women and children were being 
killed and it offended their moral values. 


Dr. Boesak pointed out that speakers at the conference had said if the 
Western countries decided to implement the economic boycott of South Africa 
its racist regime would come to an end without firing a bullet or dropping a 
bomb. But this was not being done. 


Thus have the oppressed people begun to believe in violence, he added. 


He pointed out that nuclear bombs were killing people even without a war. 
Resources spent on producing bombs could be diverted to produce more food to 
dispel hunger from the world, provide medical help to the sick and education 
to children. 


Dr. Boesak argued that if one wanted to end war one had to change the attitude 


of the individual towards violence because if one did not mind killing just 
one person one also did not mind the deaths of thousands in a war. 
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Dr. Boesak said despite the atrocities committed by the racist South African 
regime, he believed in non-violence. It must be possible to love your enemy 
and to break the cycle of evil started by violence. It was only through faith 
in non-violence that a new human being could be created who would be worthy 

of world citizenship, he said. 


Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, another anti-apartheid activist, said he wanted 
apartheid to be vanquished within his lifetime. It was an irreformable evil 
which was based on violence and was an appealing example of state terrorism. 


He stressed that the conference should not merely produce words in sympathy 
of the oppressed but recommend action against the South African regime. 


He joined issue with Mr. Rogis Debray who had said that he supported Mrs. 
Gandhi's concept of a secular state in which religion was a personal matter. 
He pointed out that all religions believed in fundamental human rights. He 
believed that religious leaders should have a dialogue with marxists. He 
himself had a dialogue with Mr. Gorbachov recently. 


Mr. Debray said if there was romanticism of non-violence, there was also 
romanticism of violence. It was revolutionary romanticism which resisted 
Nazism. There was morality in violence and there was immorality of peace 
when it excluded human rights. 


There was violence in silence as witnessed in the case of the massacre in 
Guatemala where thousands of persons were killed. It was also violence not to 
talk about it. 


He referred to the hope expressed by some that electronic innovations would 
reduce the world into a global village. But the homogeneity sought to be 
achieved through electronics made ethnic and cultural groups feel threatened 
about their identity. 


Mrs. Gandhi had found a way to harmonise the new and the old by insisting 
that religion should be separate from the state, he added. 


Earlier, Prof. Edward Thompson, the noted British historian and educationist, 
said the bipolarity of the world was leading to antagonism that would destroy 
it. He regretted the loss of the United Nations as an instrument of peace. 


He felt that in order to end bipolarity, non-aligned nations should assert 
themselves. The U.N. should be strengthened and that could not be done if 
it remained in the United States. It should be set up in a non-aligned 
country. "The U.N. should come to this city (New Delhi) before the next 
century," Prof. Thompson said. 


Prof. Thompson referred to the correspondence between his father and Pandit 
Nehru over the political developments in Europe before second world war. 


Mr. Michael Foot, British MP, supported Prof. Thompson's suggestion about the 


U.N. He referred to the supply of arms by rich nations to the poor nations 
which was leading to more violence. 


82 





This could be done only by strengthening the U.N. Therefore, the world 
organisation should be shifted to a non-aligned country and what country had 
a better claim than India which was in the forefront of the movement, he 
asked. 


Prof. Jeanluc Chambrad, anthropologist, said violence became an unusual 
phenomenon if it was the result of collective behaviour but at the individual 
level violence was easier to tackle. 


Mr. Mohit Sen recalled that even Mahatma Gandhi spoke of using force sometimes, 
though he was the father of the non-violence movement. The Mahatma told 
Ratindranath Tagore: "Burn your clothes and join the Congress" at the height 
of the swadeshi movement. 


Prof. Ravindra Kumar, who chaired the session, in his concluding remarks 
assured that violence against one half of humanity could not be ignored. 


He was referring to the point raised by Prof. Veena Das, Madame Gisele Halimi 
and other speakers that violence experienced by women should be stopped. 
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PRESIDENT RETURNS BILL TO PARLIAMENT FOR FIRST TIME 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 16 Jan 87 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, Jan. 15.--The President has returned to the Government 
the Indian Postal (Amendment) Bill which was passed by Parliament recently. 
Mr Zail Singh wants the Bill to be reconsidered by the House. 


This is the first time since Independence that the president has declined 
to give his assent to legislation adopted by Parliament and sent it back 
desiring that it be reviewed. 


The Bill will now be presented by the Government to Parliament for reconsidera- 
tion, and if it endorses the legislation, the President will under Article 78 
of the Constitution have to give his assent. 


The fact that the president has returned the Bill indicates his disapproval 
of the measure. 


The Indian Postal (Amendment) Bill, irreverently called the "Snoop Law" 
empowers the Government to intercept and destroy any postal article. It came 
in for severe criticism for its "draconian" nature, since its passage would 
end privacy of correspondence and would thus be an interference by the 
Government in the freedom of expression granted to people by the Constitution. 


The Bill, empowering the Government to censor the mail of citizens, had been 
sent to the President for his assent on December 22. Mr Zail Singh gave his 
assent to another Bill, sent simultaneously, raising the postal rates. A 
little later, the President was understood to have asked for the relevant 
papers connected with the Bill which amended the Indian Postal Act of 1898. 
He also asked the Union Law Ministry to send the relevant papers. 


The legislation had been widely criticized. The BJP president, Mr L.K. 
Advani, had urged the President not to sign the Bill. Similar requests had 
been made to the President by other political leaders. 


It was officially explained while the Bill was presented in the House that it 
_ had been brought to check the growth of privately-run mail couriers and not to 
interfere with individual freedom. But those who opposed the measure pointed 
out that carrying of mail by private couriers could easily have been banned 
since the Government monopolized the postal services. 
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The Union Home Minister, Mr Buta Singh, reportedly wanted to meet the 
President, but Mr Zail Singh was out of Delhi off and on, and no meeting 
took place. 


In amending Section 26 of the Indian Postal Act, 1898, the legislation said 
that: "the Central Government or the State Government cr any officer 
specially authorized in this behalf by the Central or the State Government 
may, if satisfied that it is necessary in the interest of public safety or 
tranquility, the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the 
State, friendly relations with foreign States or public order or for prevent- 
ing incitement to the commission of any offence or occurrence of any public 
emergency--by order, in writing direct that any postal article or class or 
description of postal articles in the course of transmission by post, shall 
be disposed of in such a manner as the authority issuing the order, may 
direct". 
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GANDHI SEEN CONFUSED IN EXERCISING POWER 


Madras THE HINDU in English 12 Jan 87 p 9 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 
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GANDHI SEEN STREAMLINING ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 


Madras THE HINDU in English 13 Jan 87 p 9 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 
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_ Secretary of State, Mr 


After the recent wengete econdel the U.S." 

, ge Shultz, has sent , 

the following circular to the heads of all Ameri- . 
can diplomatic missions: 

The President has directed in his letter to: 


each of you upon assuming your. duties that 


‘you will receive policy guidarice and instruc- 
tions from the Secretary of State, who is my pri- " 
ncipal foreign policy esman and adviser, : 


‘or from me directly’. In recent years | have 


sought to emphasise this chaih of conimand by 


: Stating in my letter to new ambassadors that 


the line of authority for any action-or decision 
on your part flows from the President to me 


"and from me through the Assistant Secretary to 
you. 


Therefore, you will receive instructions only 


from or through the department. All messages 


dealing with policy proposals, policy implumenta- 
tion, ———- Thay a and = 
oper ations sent through regular es‘abli- 
shed State Department channels. wea 

Tne only two exceptions to this rule are: (1) if 
the Pr t personally or the National Secur- 
ity Adviser instructs you to use 4 private chan- 
nel; in such cases you should advise me per- 
sonally (or the Acting Secretary in my absence) 
of this instruction unless you are ey di- 
rected not by the President; and (2) if |, or in my 


, absence, the Acting Secretary og the Executive 


Secretary, instruct you to use a non-State chan- 


nel. 


The President has also charges you to ‘exerc- 
ise full resonsibility from the direction, coordina- 
tion and supervision of all United States of- 
ficers and employees of the country or organisa- 
tion to which you are accredited except for per- 
sonnel under the command of a United States - 
area military commander, personnel under the 
authority of the chief of another United States 
mission (for example, one accredited to an inter- 
national organisation), or personne! detailed to . 
duty on the staff of an international organisa- 
tion. As part of that responsibility you are to 
oversee: the operation of all U. S. Government 
programmes and activities within that res- 
ponsibility’. In his letter the President had in- 
structed the heads of all ies ‘to inform 
their personne! in the United States and abroad 
of this charge.” , 
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INDIA 


COMMENTS ON VENKATESWARAN RESIGNATION 


Gandhi's Remark Criticized 


Madras THE HINDU in English 21 Jan 87 pl 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


{Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Jan. 20. 
The Foreign Secretary, Mr. A. P. 
Venkateswaran, resigned today following the 
indication given by the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi, at his press conference this 
morning that a new Foreign Secretary was 
being 


At the end of the press conference, the 

Prime Minister was asked by a Pakistani 
when he would be visiting 

Islamabad, and he replied that he had no such 
plans at present. The correspondent 
reminded Mr. Rajrvy Gandhi that Mr. 
Venkateswaran, had said during his visit to 
Islamabad last month that the Prime Minister 
would be visiting the ci pitals of other 
member countries including Pakistan in his 
current capacity as SAARC Chairman. 

Cryptic observation: The Prime Minister 
gave no direct reply to this question, but 
remarked in a rather casual way that you will 
be talking to the new Foreign Secretary 
to realise the implication of this cryptic 
observation. 


90 


But as the assembled journalists and 
officials dispersed from Vigyan Bhavan, this 
was the main subject of conversation. The 
work in the Ministry of Externai Affairs came 
to a halt, as ev: started s 
about who the Prime Minister had in mind as 
successor to Mr. Venkateswaran. 

it appears that the Prime Minister had taken 
exception to Mr.Venkateswaran’s statement 
in Islamabad, but he was not the type of 
Foreign Secretary who would have said 
anything of this nature without some 
knowledge that Mr. Rajiv Gandhi was indeed 


hoping to visit the SAARC capitals during his 
term as Chairman. In any case, whatever he 
said was in good faith in the context of India's 
efforts to improve relations with all 
neighbouring countries even if he had not 
cleared it with the Prime Minister in advance. 

A highly articulate and outspoken career 
diplomat gifted with a nimble mind, Mr. 
Venkateswaran had used his unfailing sense 
of humour with good effect to get across his 
point of view with some degree of delicacy 
and sophistication. But he did not somehow 
mesh with the functioning of the present 
Government. 

P.M. unhappy: The Prime Minister was 
known to be rather unhappy at times with Mr. 
Venkateswaran's presentation of the External 
Affairs Ministry's point of view during internal 
discussions on foreign policy issues. As Heed 
of Government, he was entitled to have a 
Foreign Secretary who was more in tune with 
his own style of conducting foreign affairs 
rather than rendering professional advice, 
which tended to be at variance on some 
occasions with the Prime Minister's own 
policy preferences. 











But the feeling in high Government circles 
was that the Prime Minister could have 
exercised his right to have a new Foreign 
Secretary more acceptable to him with 
greater discretion, without announcing his 
decision abruptly at a press conference. 

The Ministry of External Affairs itself has 
been subjected to so many changes in the 
last few years that it will take a long time to 
undo this damage and restore the old 
traditions in it. The new Foreign Secretary is 
going to find it increasingly difficult to 
establish a good working relationship 
between the Prime Minister's office and the 
External Affairs Ministry, enjoy the 
confidence of the Prime Minister as well as 
the Minister of External Affairs and the 
Ministers of State, while carrying the Foreign 
Service with him in maintaining the Ministry's 
professional traditions. 

Mr. Venkateswaran who was appointed 
Foreign Secretary with effect from April 1, 
1986, would have retired early next year. As 
there is nobody else in the IFS with 
comparable seniority to succeed him, the 
Government will have to go down the line to 
choose a promising officer who would be 


acceptable to it. 


Talk With Gandhi 


Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Jan 87 p 1 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] NEW DELHI, Jan. 22. 

The Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, who 
has apparently taken due note of the 
widespread criticism of the brusque manner 
in which he announced his decision to change 
the Foreign Secretary, sent for Mr. A. P. 
Venkateswaran today to assure him that he 
did not mean to offend or humiliate him. 

As one who can be very charming and 
considerate when the occasion calls for it, Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi utilised the occasion to tell Mr. 
Venkateswaran in his own way why he 
decided to take this action. 


Ruffled feelings 

This private talk also enabled Mr. 
Venkateswaran to dispel some of the 
misgivings of the Prime Minister about the 
advice he had given on many policy issues. It 
also helped to ease the ruffled feelings of 
other Foreign Service officers who held a 
meeting yesterday to voice their distress over 
this sad episode and adopted a resolution 
placing on record theiv appreciation of Mr. 
Venkateswaran's outstanding record of 
service. 

The new Foreign Secretary, Mr. K. P. S. 
Menon, is arriving from Beijing tomorrow to 
assume charge formally of his new 
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appointment. He will go back to China after a 
few days to make his farewell calls before 
returning to Delhi. 


The Government has given Mr. Menon, 
who would have retired from I.F.S. at the end 
of April in the normal course, two years 
extension from the date of his retirement, 
which means he will continue as Foreign 
Secretary till April 31, 1989. The 
Government's decision was communicated to 
him by telephone before the official 
announcement was made last night. 


The records of seven officers were called 
for to scrutinise which of them would be an 
ideal choice for this key post. But it was 
finally decided to adhere to the seniority 
principle to avoid superseding any of them. 
The seven officers were Mr. K. P. S. Menon, 
Ambassador to China, Mr. Jagdish Ajmani, 
Ambassador to West Germany, Mr. N. P. 
Jain, Ambassador to the European Economic 
Community, Mr. N. P. Alexander, 
Ambassador to Syria, Mr. Jagdish Heramath, 
Ambassador to Austria, Mr. S. K. Singh, 
Ambassador to Pakistan, and Mr. Alfred 
Gonsalves, Secretary in the External Affairs 
M 

The final choice fell on Mr. Menon not 
merely because he is the seniormost among 
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them but also because he is a competent 
officer who would be able to adjust himself 


better to the style of functioning of the 


spend 
year left for his retinement in Beijing without 
ee 


gree ae 
four out of the six Foreign Secretaries 
appointed in the last 11 years had served in 
Beijing before heading the Ministry in Dethi. 
These include Mr. Jagat Mehta, Mr. R. D. 
Sathe, Mr. A. P. Venkateswaran and now Mr. 
K. P. S. Menon. The other two with no China 
beckground were Mr. M. K. Rasgotra and Mr. 
Romesh Bhandari. 


One of the first things the new Foreign 
Secretary has to do is to establish a good 
working relationship with the Prime Minister 
who as head of the Government is the 


an effective head of the foreign service. 
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CONGRESS-I DISSIDENTS LAUNCH NEW PARTY 


Madras THE HINDU in English 7 Jan 87 p 9 


{Text } NEW DELHI, Jan. 6. Mr. Khan. It was not possible to ascertain 
sre Camas © tones tates whether all or most of them were Congress (I) 

pany with the , today launched a workers, as claimed by the organisers. 
aay pay, So Tee Congress, Main plank: That anti-Rajivism would be the 
with a to like-minded forces to unite to pro- main plank of the new party was evident from 
vide a national alternative to the “neo-fascist the presidential address of Mr. Mukherjee, the 
oligarchy that has rity taken control of declaration adopted by the convention, the 
the seat of power in . The former Union speeches of Mr. Gundu Rao (he also introdu 
Finance Minister, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, was ced the declaration) and Mr. Mehrotra. Ac- 
wetting: Le are haley tee carding to Mr. Gundu Rao, the policies and pro- 
verticn,isted the fallures the present Govern Oe me te Gneauattanes 6 ie aon 
ment and said: Me agg a at while others regretted that the socialist content 
Sistas tr end ls out to undo ——— had been diluted through denigration of the 
aa 8 past to compromise 8 public sector. provich slant of the budget pro 

: posals, concessions to -nationals in 
3,000 delegates attend: The new party—to name of liberalised policies and import of high 
be called Rashtriya in ies. The indictment of Mr. Rajiv 
Hindi—wes formed at an ‘all-india Gandhi's style of functioning, both as Prime Mini- 
(D workers convention” which, according to the ster and as the Congress (I) president, was 
claim of its organisers, wes attended by over equally severe. The ruling party was described 
3,000 delegates from all parts of the as the caucus Congress. 

The former Karnataka Chief Minister. To illustrate the point, the speakers referred 
Gundu Reo, was in the chair to conduct the pro- to the shabby treatment meted out to Mr. Kama- 
tan dlp ap theming ag ne Bg Bower lapati Tripathi, a veteran who had served the 
Others on the dais were Mr. Mehrotra. for six and a half decades. Mr. 
former Assam Governor, Mr. F. M. Khan, MP herjee’s address and the declaration, for 


Mr. S. S former AICC () 
secret, Mr Sisk Bose, West Bengel MLA, ou, ar, echoed the senimenis cone 
all of whom had been in the limelight, of late. as last year. However, Mr. Tripathi disapproved of 
oe , reid bw ae nome snag oo the convention plan in a public statement yester- 
no new addition to ‘their ranks and no signifi- ir. Mukherjee began his address with an ex- 
cant desertions from the Congress (D. tion of t rationale of = eer aw 
Mukherjee Mehrotra others thought it fit to renew their pledge to 
Po among the oi ee con- Congress ideology because of its recent dilu- 
vention who were wai, vos he yn tion into an amorphous Congress culture. He 
rine yeers ago 10 rally her supporters under the sn ae ee ee sen by ood 
Congress banner. Today, employed ers to capture the organisation wou 
rh of a A at thwarted by millions of Congress members. He 


ti 
re 
' 
rf 
25 


| 
: 
i 
: 


93 


gave the following call: “no liquidation of the 

party; no dilution of the ideology; put the Cong- 

ress back onthe rails”. h 
According to him, “the Congress organisa- 


In- ee eee a 
Gandhi struggle against the establish- ment for subversing the politicking in V- 
od leadership of tre day. It was a well-attended ernment and the role of personnel has changed 
show. There was preponderance of younger ele- so rapidly that nobody knows for how long he 
‘ments among the audience, in early twenties, will remain in a particular post. The Congress 
most of ‘whom shouted slogans of praise for Working Committee does not hold even its rou- 


tine meetings and the AICC has not been 
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makes a mockery of our parliamentary system. 
Even such great leaders as Jawaharlal Nehru 


‘and Indira Gandhi used to deploy their power 


through their party and Cabinet colleagues. But 
the present Prime Minister, by his public state- 
ments, has created an impression that he does 


ing increasingly irre — day none me 


The tone of the declaration was yy stri- 
dent. The present crisis, it said, was entire- 
ly to the “abject failure of the leadership at the 
Centre ever since the new Government under 
Mr. Gandhi came to power. The leadership is 
ideologically and intellectually bankrupt. feudal 
ang obscurantist in social thinking, pro-capital 
and anti-people in economic policies and de- 
cidedly rightist. Its so-called anti-imperialism in 
foreign policy is a mere posture, to cover up its 
utterly retrograde national policies which are 
leading our country to political dismember- 
ment, economic bankruptcy and social dis- 
harmony at every level”. It spoke of the way 
the mandate to saf d the unity and i . 
ity of the nation had been “tragically betrayed”, 
In the afternoon, leaders of other tion 
ies — Mrs Menaka Gandhi of _ 
jay Manch and Mr. S. C. Sinha and Mr. 
nikrishnan — offered greetings 





CPI-M LEADER MEETS PRESS AFTER POLITBURO MEETING 


Gurkha Problem, Other Matters 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 Jan 87 p 1 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI. January 8. 


PI HE general secretary of the CPM, 
Tw. E.M.S. Namboodiripad. today 

said thet the anti-national move- 
ment launched by the Gorkhaland 
National Libcration Front (GNLF) 
was a national issue and not an issuc 
between two partics of two govern- 


ments. 

Mr. Namboodiripad regretted that 
the Centre was ircating it as if it was a 
law and ordct probicin. though it was 
a political problem. This was not an 
issuc on which there could be a con- 
frontation between the Centre.and the 
state government, he said. 

Mr. Namboodiripad was bricfing the 
press on the outcome of deliberations 
of the politburo, which met here on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

_ The politburo criticised the Central 


government for not redressing the 


genuine demands of the Nepali-speak- 
ing citizens of India. It regrcticd the 
Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. for 
making pronouncements “negative to 
finding a political solution™ and thus 
helping the separatist forces indulging 
in vislence. 


The politburo cafied upon the Cen- 
tral government to impicment im- 
Sneed punt te Penh ever Wich 

pact in over whic 
there: was no difference of opinion, 
expressed its concern over terrorist 
activitics in Tripura. declared itscif in 
favour of a solution of the Babri Masjid 
issue which would satisfy both Hindus 
and Muslims and picaded that in Goa 
the nghis of Konkani-and Marathi- 
speaking groups should be recognised. 

On the GNLF. the politburo said the 
assertion of Mr. Gheising that he had 
not withdrawn his letter to the King of 
Nepal confirmed the movement's anti- 
national character. Mr. Nam- 
boodiripad said all Nepali-spcaking 
persons were not anti-national. 

A ndent wanicd to know if 


the politburo had given thought to the . 


reported agreement between Mr. 
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Priyaranjan Dasmunshi and Mr. Jyoti 
Basu that the GNLF would not be 
made an ciection issuc. Mr. Nam- 
boodiripad said the mecting between 
the C and CPM might 
have taken place aficr the politburo 


"a Ti 

On Punjab the politburo said the 
non-impicmentation of Rajiv-Long- 
owal pact had weakened the Barnala 
government. It had ied to the victory of 
dissident Akalis in the SGPC clicctions. 
The central government should take 
steps to remove such irritants as the 
imprisonment of a large number of 
innocent people in Jodhpur jail. 

The politburo was satisifed that a 
numbcr of Muslims had rejected the 
call given by the Babri Masjid commit- 
tee to boyceit the Republic Day cel- 
ebrations. 

Mr. __ Namboodiripad. while 
answering a question, said he had no 
probicm if the CPI suggestion that ihe 
masj'd be declared a national monu- 
ment. “But it will not solve the prob- 
lem.” he said and fccalicd that during 
his chicf _Mministership in Kerala in a 
similar dispute the same solution was 

Oasis 

ion: t had happened then? 

Mr. Namboodiripad: It is now irrcle- 
vant. 
ao We would like to know 

Mr. Namboodiripad: We had to 
agree to recognise it as a templc. 

Question: Are you ames that 
the the Babri Masjid would also have 
to be declared a temple? —_. 

Mr. Namboodiripad: This was not 
reading between the lines, this was 
rcading the lines when there were none. 

A correspondent asked whether he 
was aware that the CPI had decided to 
write to the. clection commission that it 
would not join the front in the forth- 
coming ciections in West Bengal and 
also to complain against the violence 
by the CPM. Mr. Namboodir‘sad said 
it was all a matter of speculation. — 
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‘New Delhi, Jan. 8: The CPI(M) 


Politburo today asserted that 
the Gorkhas supporting the 
GNLF movement should not be 
termed anti-national and only 
Mr Subhas Ghising’s specific act 
in sending letters to the King of 
Nepal and the UN could be 
deemed so. 

The CPI(M) general secretary, 
Mr E.M.S. Namboodiripad, clar- 
ified this to newsmen while 
answering questions on the re- 
ported confusion within the par- 
ty over defining the movement. 

Mr Namboodiripad, who was 
briefing the press on the pro- 
ceedings of the two-day Polit- 
buro meeting, said many Gor- 
khas in Darjeeling had joined 
the “Gorkhaland” movement be- 
cause of “genuine greivances”. 
These grievances included the 
inclusion of the Nepali language 
in the Eighth Sehedule, the 
question of citizenship of Nepali- 
speaking people and regional 
autonomy to the three hill sub- 
divisions of Darjeeling district. 

Pointing out that the Centre 
“has been obstinately rejecting 
all these demands,” the Polit- 
buro felt the “legitimate politic- 
al aspirations of the Nepali- 
speaking citizens of India” 
should be satisfied. 

Asked if the party continued 
to label the GNLF’s demand for 
a separate state as anti-national, 
Mr Namboodiripad said the 
CPI(M) was totally against this 
and advocated regional auton. 
omy instead. When it was 
pointed out that the GNLF lead- 
ers had repeatedly stated that 
they would settle for nothing 
less than a separate state, Mr 
Namboodiripad said if the three 
legitimate demands were met, 
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“the mass cf the people would 
be satisfied and then the leaders 
can’t go on with their demand 
(for a separate state).” 

On the question of turning the 
GNLF agitation into a political 
issue, Mr Namboodiripad 
emphasised that it was a 
“national issue and should not 
lead to confrontation between 
two parties or two governments. 
We feel it is such a serious issue 
that we should not fight against 
each other over it.” 

The official statement issued 
by the CPI(M) went further in 
calling upon the Prime Minister 
and the Centre “to give up their 
narrow, partisan attitude and 
cooperate with the Government 
of West Bengal to fight the divi- 
sive and separatist forces led by 
the GNLF.” 


The Politburo also gave its 
views on the situation in Tri- 
pura, Punjab, Goa, Assam and 
the Babari Masjid-Ram Jan- 
mabhoomi controversy. It 
pointed out that the call to save 
the Babari Masjid was a result of 
the earlier demand by Hindu 
communalists call to “save” the 
same place for the community. 
Pointing out that Janata leader, 
Syed Shahabuddin’s call to 
boycott Republic Day celebra- 
tions would only worsen the 
situation, the CPI(M) said an 
agreement that would resnect 
the sentiments of both the com- 


munities should be reached. 


On Tripura, the party alleged 
that the Congress-TUJS alliance 
was politically supporting the 
TNV. It condemned the the AGP 
government’s attack on the 
minorities and asserted that in 
Goa the rights of the linguistic 
groups—both Konkani and 
Marathi—should be recognised. 








CPI STATEMENT OPPOSES BJP STAND ON GOVERNMENT 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Jan 87 p 5 


[Text ] 


/13046 
CSO: 


4600/1402 


The Communist Party of India has 
strongly opposed the Bhartiya Janata 
Party's advocacy for the presidential 
form of Government at the Centre and 
abolition of linguistic pattern of States 
and appealed to the people to raise their 
voice against such proposals which, it 
says, could lead to disruption of the 
country’s unity. 

In a statement in New Delhi on Sat- 
urday, the Central Secretariat of the CPI 
has vehemently opposed the BJ P’s pro- 
posal and asked the leadership of the 
BJP not to complicate the political situ- 
ation of the country further by raising 
such demands. 

The CPI feels that in a multi- 
religious and multi-lingual society like 
that “of ours, parliamentary form of 
Government is best suited to preserve 
national unity and integrity”. It said at- 
tempts in the past, particularly during 
Mrs Indira Gandhi's leadership to re- 
place the parliamentary form of Govern- 
ment with a presidential one were resist- 
ed by the Democratic forces, including in 
the 


opposed such attempts. 

The CPI says the linguistic States 
were formed as a result of prolonged 
democratic struggles, first against the 
British and, after independence, against 
the policies of the ruling Congress to 
deny. the people their legitimate 
demand. | 


At a time when the country’s securi- 
ty, integrity and unity is threatened by 
the conspiracies of the imperialists and 
their henchmen, the proposals of the 
BJP made at its Vijaywada session, it 
says, adds a new dimension to the coun- 
try’s critical situation. 
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Congress. 
It reminded the BJP that it too had . 


INDIA 





PRESS TOLD OF CPI CENTRAL SECRETARIAT MEETING 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 13 Jan 87 p 2 


{Text ] 


/13046 
CSO: 


E 
: 


i 
raf 
it 


EF 
H 
Ee 


z 

i 

if 
a 


end up in the hands of the terror- 
ists, he said that we are asking to 
arm only “committed people”. 
Mr Rao said that the CPI is 
defending itself and its leaders 
“with the licensed arms we have”. 
But these are not modern auto- 
matic ones which are being wield- 
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ed by the terrorists. We are not 
g¢ ting licences for such weapons; 
we have licences for only two car- 
bines. he said. 

The CPI general secretary 
said that because of high level 
manipulations and the resultant 
speculation whether Balwant 
Singh or Amrinder Singh would 
replace Barnala, even honest offi- 
cials are inhibited taking upright 
positions against the terrorists. 

In reply to a question Mr Rao 
said that the terrorists do attract 
young people and the situation is 
very complicated. There are sen- 
timents involved and these do not 
always go along with reason. 

Though it could be seen with 
reasoning that there was no way 
out of the situation in Golden 
Temple except by “operation 
Blue Star”, it had affected the 
Sikh sentiments. The extremists 
and terrorists were able to occupy 
and fortify the temple because of 
the policy of drift and indecision 
by the government, he added. 

Again, it was said that women 
and children were kept inside the 
Ludhiana jail. When we enquired 
froma the district collector he de- 
nied it. But iater, when a writ was 
filed in the Supreme Court 
women and children had to be 
released. 

There is the case of the 
Jodhpur detenus. Those volun- 
teers who had come to Amritsar 
to participate in the satyagraha 
were also among those captured 
during “Operation Blue Star”. 
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“NEW DELHI, January 14 (PTD. 


N all-round modernisation pro- 
amme of the armed forces 
has taken up to bring about 
qualitative improvement in_ its 
combat readiness through introduc- 
tion of latest of command 
and control systems and compu 
tcrisation. 

This was stated by the chief of 
army staff, Gen. Krishnaswamy Sun- 
darji, in an interview on the eve of 
Army Day. — 

Gen. Sundarji, ‘who will shortly 
complete a year as army chicf, said 
a small beginning had been made in 
the western sector in introducing the 
command control and communica- 
tions and intelligence system. 

This will include both voice and 
facsimile communication and surveil- 
lance system which would feed in- 
telligence data equipment for elet- 
tronic warfare in another area on 
which greater emphasis is being laid. 

The army chief said there had been 
considerable enhancement of India’s 
defensive postures on the northerm 
borders 


The thrust is to optimise the man- 


machine mix in the western sector 


and create resources from the man- 
power to defences on the 
notthetn borders. “This would im- 
prove our combat potential,” he 
added. ‘ 

The army has also placed emphasis 
on long-term perspective planning for 
1S to 20 years against five years in 
the past. The entire defence ministry 
was in the process of working out 
such long-term plans with studics 
being mado in functional as well as 
equipment areas, he said. 


The army chief has completed a 
major study on qualitative improve 
ment and reform of the judicial sys- 
tem in the army. The proposals would 
be submitted to the government 
shortly, Gen, Sunderji said, 
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The Indian army is making a compre- 
hensive reappraisal of its state of tech- 
‘nology in the context of the requite- 
‘ments of modern warfare which will, to 
a large extent be governed by use of 
ae magnetic spectrum, reports 
PTI. 
_ The Army has plans for all round 
modernisation to improve the combat 
eifectiveness of its men and equipment 
the Chief of Army Staff General K 
Sundarji has said. 

In an interview to PTI and Sainik 
‘Samachar on the eve of Army Day, Gen 
Sundarji said rapid advance had been 
‘made in the use of guided missiles and 
fadar controlled air defence guns. The 
Indian Army has also gone in for the 
latest communication system with an 
‘automatic electronic switch as the 
heart of the system. 

He pointed out that Pakistan was 
_ getting the state of the art systems par- 
ticularly “force multipliers” off the 
shelf from the United States “almost 
for a song”. 

' India, on the other hand, was keen 
‘to develop its own systems 
indigenously and look for imports 
when forced to do so, the Army Chief 


‘said. 


The force multipliers, he said, are 
not necessarily weapon systems but 
equipment systems which tend to in- 
crease combat effectiveness of a force. 
It would increase the effectiveness of 
what one had in men and material. 

Similarly China is also going in for 
a fair number of American Sikorsky 
‘Black Hawk’ helicopters in the Tibet- 
an region which had a force multiplier 
effect. 

‘The Indian Army has been absorb- 
ing relevant technology as part of 
modernisation all along. The ‘Aren’ 
communication system it is introduc- 
ing is a futuristie system. It is fully au- 
tomated and integrates various kinds 
of communication together. 
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JAMMU, January 15 (PTI). 


| mere security forces guarding 
Siachin have Yatensified their 
ae of the glacial belt fol- 

reports that the Chinese 
aa ting the arca ceded to 
them by Pakistan in the occupied 
northern Kashmir. 

Lt.-Gen. A. K. Handoo, GOC-in-C, 
Northern Command, said here today 
that the security forces were main- 
taining “active surveillance” in Indira 
Kol, facing which in Karakoram 
ranges, was the arca ceded to China. 

Answering questions from newsmen 
at an Army Day get-together here, the 
chief of the Northern Command said 
there was no evidence as yet to show 
that the Chinese had actually begun the 
demarcation, but once they do so, the 
possibility of collusion between Chi- 
nese and Pakistanis in the north-west 
of the glacial belt could not be ruled 


out. 
The area, Shakasgum, ceded by 
Pakistan to China in the face of strong 
‘ India is in the north of 
ndira Kol, the extreme point in the 
north-west of the glacial belt. 
The general said Indian security 
forces hod vastly stabilised their pos- 
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ition on the glacial belt during the last 
one ycar and were firmly in control of 
all major border routes and the water 
shed which has well defined. 

PAK CLAIM 

Some of the minor glaciers were in 
the hands of Pakistan which was claim- 
ing that the line of control should run 
castward from their positions. 

Firmly rejecting Pakistani claim, 
Gen. Handoo said: “If we accept their 
claim, then a large chunk of stratcgic 

cial belt will go under Pakistan or 

ina.” 

India’s stand was that the line of 
control must run nort!iwards along the 
watershed, the general pointed out. 


In reply to a question regarding the 
situation a der sectors of the line 
of control, general said Indian 


sccurity forces were firmly in control in 
the areca. 

Encounters were taking place, but 
they were not such as to cause concern, 
he said. 

Earlier, addressing troops at the 37th 
Army Day parade at the Maulana Azad 
Sport Stadium here, Gen. Handoo said 
any attempt made to dislodge Indian 
security forces from the Siachin glacial 
belt would be foiled and the strategic 
arca defended at all cost. 
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PLANNING COMM1SSION ESTIMATES GNP GROWTH RATE 
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Calcutta, Jan. 11 (PTI): The Indi- 
an economy registered a growth 
of 5.1 per cent against t 
pected 4.5 per cent in 1985-86, 
according to a quick estimate of 
the Commission, Mr 
Hiten Bhaya, a member, told 
newsmen here today. 

Mr Bhaya said this was un- 
doubt a good sign, particu- 
larly in a on of the coun- 
try’s trade balance. Although 
the resources position from the 
Seventh Plan was “tight,” it was 
expected that all projects under 
the Plan would be implemented 
on schedule, he said. | 

Stating that the resource posi- 
tion had gradually improved, he 
said this was mainly because of 
increase in small scale savings 
and better tax collection. Be- 


.sides there has been a food- 
‘ aa. in the 
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ast few 

Riieion @ to the increase in 
non-plan expenditure in the last 
few years, he said this was main- 
ly because of recurring natural 
calamities like flood and 
drought. However, efforts were 
being made to contain it through 
the annual plan exercise, Mr 
Bhaya pointed out. 

Earlier, speaking on “Map- 
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ping technovation through mul- 
ti-goal synthesis” at the First 
Indian En neering Congress 
being held here, Mr Bhaya said 
the country was now entering 
the exciting arena of cormmer- 
cialisation of science and tech- 
nological knowledge 

He said unless the socialisa- 
tion of science and technology 
took place, the desired goal of 
uplift of society could never be 
achieved. The moment technolo- 
gy became dependent on indus- 
try, scientific achievements 
would come to a standstill. © 

Industries, Mr Bhaya said, 
were based on market demand. 
This demand was created by 
technological development. 

Addressing the congress, the 
vice-chancellor of Jadavpur Uni- 
versity, Dr S. Sen, said technova- 
tion meant technological innova- 
tion. It was a process that cen- 
tred on people, specially those 
who were ae of any 
change.” But such change should 
not cause any harm to the peo- 
ple, Dr Sen warned. 

He urged engineers and scien- 
tists to see that this innovation 
did not act for destruction but 
for peace and for the benefit of 
the entire civilisation. 
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New Delhi, Jan. & (PTI): A new 

to be used by official 
statisticians will make the 
growth of inflation in the coun- 
try appear slower-. 

The Union labour minister, Mr 
P.A. Sangma, announced here 
today that the base year for 
calculating the consumer price 
index for industrial workers is to 
be shifted from 1960 to 1982. 


With the revisi index 
‘number for gg 


100 against 475 calculated on 
the base of 1960 equals 100. 
Mr Sangma, who was presid- 


ing over a meetinjz of the index 
users here , said that the 


al sectors and more centres and 
have a.larger basket. It would 
cover seven sectors of factories, 
mines, plantations, railways, 


motor transport, e ty gen- 
eration and distribution and 
ports and docks against three 
covered under the 1960 series. 

The labouvr minister stated 
that the existing index had be- 
come a little bit unrealistic and 
was nearly two and-a-half de- 
cades old. A family imcome and 
expenditure survey was con- 


ducted in 1981-82 to compile a 


new series of index numbers to 
replace the existing one. 
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It was a y technical mat- 
ter and was in accordance 
with international and 
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wene, therefore, vitally in- 
terested in its correctness. 


INDIA 


WHOLESALE PRICES SAID TO HAVE RISEN 5 PERCENT IN '86 
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[Text ] 


About 190 commodities of the 
360 which constitute the bask-t 
for calculating the official whole- 
sale price index (base 1970-71), 
registered increase in prices dur- 
ing 1986, reports UNI. 

An analysis showed that pric- 
es at the wholesale level were up 
by about five per cent during 1986 
as compared to the previous year. 

The average of the weekly offi- 
cial wholesale price indices for 
1986 worked out to 371.13 as 
against 352.33 for 1985. 

While 84 commodities regis- 

tered an increase of more than 20 
per cent, 16 a decline of more 
than 10 per cent. 
_ The all commodities index 
zig- zagged its way up from 356.1 
at the end of '85 to 377.8 at the 
end of ’86, after touching a peak 
384 during the third week of 
October. 

The uptrend in the index for 
food articles from 317.8 to 335.6 
was mainly due to increase in 
prices of arhar, fruits and vegeta- 
bles, ghee, butte:, eggs, fish and 
tea. However, barley, gram, 
moong, and condiments and spic- 
es ruled easy. 

Steep increase in prices of 
groundnut, rape and mustard 
seed, gingelly seed, linseed, copra, 


niger seed, castor seed, kardiseed, | 
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soyabean, mahua sced, raw skins, 
logs, timber and bomboo, raw to- 
bacco, and raw wool pushed up 
the index for non-food (agricul- 
tural) articles from 280.7 to 319— 
an increase of about 14 per cent. 

A one per cent decrease in 
prices of crude petroleum and 
natural gas suppressed the index 
for minerals from 1030.2 to 
1024.3. 

Hefty increases in electricity 
tariff pushed up the index for 
fuel, power, light and lubricants 
from 582.5 to 621.2. 

The index for food products 
stepped up its way from 337.7 to 
376 as prices of wheat products 
(atta, suji, maida and bread), oils 
(groundnut, mustard, coconut, 
gingelly, kardi, mahua, cotton- 
seed and rice bran) vanaspati and 
oilcakes jumped up. 

A cent per cent rise in the 
price of country liquor jacked up 
the index for beverages, tobacco 
and tobacco products from 319.8 
to 346.6. 

iven as art silk and artifici+l 
yarn became costly, the index for 
textiles advanced from 268.2 to 
270.9. A substantial decline in the 
price of jute manufactures retard- 
ed the pace of advance. 

‘ Higher price of newsprint 
raised the index for paper and 
paper products from 373.4 to 
392.6. 
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Tie index for leather and 
leather products moved from 
495.5 to 508.8 following a hand-' 
some increase in price of 
footwear. 

Similarly, a steep increase in 
price of rubber shoes dragged the 
index for rubber and rubber prod- 
ucts from 306.8 to 382.7. 


Substantial increase in prices 
of several industrial chemicals, 
castor and linseed oils, paints and 
polyethylene products pulled up 
the index for chemicals and 
chemical products from 308 to 
332.4. 

The index for non-metallic 
mineral products rose as flasks, 
bricks and tiles became dear, : 
from 450.7 to 452.3. 


As the price of imported zinc 
and !cad shot up, the index for 
basic metals, alloys and metal 
products rose from 477.1 to 478. 
But tin, nickel and tin boxes be- 
came cheap. 

With cars, motorcycles, air- 
conditioners, refrigerators and 
several other engineering items 
becoming costly, the index for 
machinery and transport equip- 
ment rose from 340 to 355.1. 

The index for miscellaneous 
products look up from 281.1 to 
285.8 as prices of crushed bones 
rose. But toothbrush and wood 
screws became cheap. 
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Foodgrain production in 1986-87 
is expected to be 152 to 154 mili- 
lion tonnes. The kharif and rabi 
is satisfactory, and the total out- 
put could be about 13.8 to 13.9 
million tonnes, against last year’s 
production of 11.15 million 
tonnes, reports UNI. 

As for sugarcane, it is antici- 
pated that the output would be 
about 180 million tonnes as 
against 171.6 million tonnes in 
1985-86. There have been no re- 
ports of any serious damage to tine 
crop from pests or diseases. 

Although the overall 
foodgrain production is short of 
the target, there is considerable 
satisfaction ovi the per 
formance, considering that the 
country experienced one of the 
worst droughts during the kharif 
season. In all 21 out of 35 meteor- 
ological sub-divisions in the 
country faced deficient rainfall. 

The rice production during 
the kharif season was still esti- 
mated at 57 to 58 million tonnes. 
With the expectations of a good 


rabi rice harvest, the rice produc; . 
tion during the year is expected to | 


be around 62-63 million tonnes. 

The coarse cereals, consisting 
mainly of maize, jowar, bajra, 
barley and millets, seem to have 
done well with the total produc- 
tion likely to be 30 to 30.5 million 
tonnes, against 26.48 million 
tonnes last year. The estimates 
for 1986-87 include four to 4.5 
million tones to be achieved in 
the current rabi season. 

Among the favourable factors 
in the current rabi are adequate 
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arrangements for electricity sup-. 


ply for irrigation in Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab and 
Bihar, besides good fertiliser sup- 
ply and plant protection meas- 
ures. The duram wheat has bene- 
fited much from the recent 
December rains. 

As for pulses, they are usually 
grown over an area of about 23 
million hectares. But this year, 
the area went up because of diver- 
sion of some cotton areas to these 
crops. The area under rabi pulses 
is estimated at 12 to 13 million 
hectares. With some major rabi 
pulses growing States experienc- 
ing moisture stress conditions, 
the total pulses output is likely to 
be 12 to 12.5 million tonnes as 
against 12.96 million tonnes last 
year. 

To step up oilseeds produc- 
tion, a programme Of growing 
summer groundnut in 1.5 million 
hectares in irrigated commands 
in Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu, 
Karnataka, _  _ Gujarat, 
Maharashtra and Orissa has been 
formulated. The September and 


. October rains in the southern 


part of the country, and recent 
rains in northern parts augur we’! 
for raising the oilseeds output in 
the rabi season. 

Hoefully, the groundnut pro- 
duction from the southern parts 
and rapeseed-mustard from the 
northern States would be a new 
high, if the weather conditions 
continue to be good in the coming 
months. The coverage under both 
soyabean and sunflower has gone 
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up this year. Some of the rainfed 
wheat growing areas have also 
shifted this year to mustard. 

As for fibre crops, cotton pro- 
duction this year is expected to be 
seven million bales, against a re- 
cord 8.6 million bales last year, 
and jute 6.8 to 6.9 million bales 
against last year’s 10.9 million 
bales 


Because of a glut in cotton 
production last year, posing prob- 
lems for the growers, the area un- 
der cotton has shrunk this year. 
The farmers had shifted some ar- 
eas to oilseeds, pulses and paddy. 
The good rains in the cotton belt 
during the boll formation stage 
have improved the prospects of 
rainfed cotton. 
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BRIEFS 


NEW IAF PLANE--New Delhi, January 7 (UNI): The first wide-door modified 
Dornier-228 aircraft for the Indian Air Force has made its maiden flight 

at Kanpur, recordirg a major milestone for tle Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) which manufactured the plane. This is the first of the 50 Dornier-228s 
to be built by HAL for the air force. HAL has designed and developed the 
special wide-door for the IAF, which will use the Dornier-228 for a multiple 


of light transport and logistic support duties. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 8 Jan 87 p 9] /13046 
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EDITORIAL CONTEMPLATES STRATEGY BEHIND LATEST OFFENSIVE 
Tehran KAYHAN AL-'ARABI in Arabic 13 Jan 87 pp 1, 3 
[Article: "What Is the Main Goal behind the Operations?" ] 


[Text] To what point will the operations go on? Are they aimed at besieging 
and bringing down Basra or are there other goals which it is hoped will be 
carried out, now that Prime Minister Musavi has declared that the objectives 
sought from the Karbala' Five operations, in their first and second stages, 
have all been realized? 


These are the questions which are insistently preoccupying the minds of ob- 
servers as the operations are still continuing in force and the Islamic for- 
ces continue to approach the southern capital of Iraq through a number of 
focal points and inflict losses which it is difficult to enumerate and tally 
on the basis of the figures declared in Tehran concerning the hostile for- 
ces. 


It is clear that the process of moving large groups of prisoners is not 
easily arranged during the amphibious operations underway on the most sensi- 
tive focal points, through the conservation of forces to gain new targets 
and penetrate into deeper areas that is required. 


Therefore the figures announced concerning the number of prisoners and casu- 
alties must greatly exceed those announced officially, and the disclosure of 
the enormous actual figures concerning the enemy's losses will follow at 
later times or on the basis of the disclosures the prisoners of officers’ 
ranks and senior officers make. 


As is the case with respect to the enemy's human losses, it is necessary to 
record the extent of the difficulty of giving specific figures concerning 
the area of land and important locations which are now in the possession of 
the Islamic forces. 


There is a fact which must be observed when viewing the figures the Islamic 
forces' command declares concerning the liberated areas and other results, 
and this is the one related to the command's permanent concern to reach its 
desired goals through the resumption and continuation of operations while 
imposing the least losses on either side. 
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This is a matter which we are not exaggerating in describing and which we 
are pointing out, since it is no longer a secret that the Iraqi forces are 
now compelled to engage in counterattacks and to continue them in resisting 
with the goal of further attrition on both the Iraqi and the Iranian sides. 


We are still observing the practical manifestations of the statements Saddam 
Husayn made in the early beginnings of the war, when he sensed that the 
scheme of launching the war had plunged him into a great trap, in the policy 
of scorched earth he is insisting on to turn Iraq into ruins of destruction 
and wreckage, so that the people opposing his course domestically will not 
find anything subsequently to benefit from. 


This sort of policy, specifically, indeed now calls for the attempt to des- 
troy most of the vital and economic targets inside Iran, in order to satisfy 
the whims of the East and West of seeing the Iranians incapable of influenc- 
ing the conditions of Iraq and the region in the future. 


Therefore it is through the wisdom whose results we can perceive now that 
the Islamic forces are dealing with the mentality of Saddam and his above- 
mentioned policy with great equability and firmness on the fronts first of 
all and against the sensitive centers on which Saddam is relying in the 
cities second of all. 


This sort of treatment has had a great effect on the enhancement of the 
Islamic forces' reputation inside Iraq and internationally and the rise in 
their repute in the war, in a manner which has caused them so far to be 
successful in penetrating the enemy's defenses and fortifications and en- 
couraging large numbers of his men to let themselves fall prisoner. 


Therefore the original objective of the current and previous operations was 
only an attempt to follow the shortest route, with the least losses, to 
hasten the enemy's military and political collapse and realize the desired 
resolution which will totally eliminate the credibility of the forces striv- 
ing to keep the Persian Gulf area tense and derive fantastic profits from 
it. 


As a result, one must not expect the Islamic forces to match the destruction 
the enemy is causing to our civilian and non-military targets by inflicting 
similar destruction on Iraqi cities, with the exception of the enemy's vital 
objectives within his territories. One must not expect the advance toward 
Basrah or any other target to be only out of the desire to multiply the 
losses of the Iraqis, who are compelled to enlist in the war; thus, Saddam's 
brutality and violence against them and against their families may be avoid- 
ed. 


The operations will actually continue so that the way may be paved for the 
greatest number of these people to surrender themselves or take the opportu- 
nity to direct the fire of their weapons and their anger at the military 
commanders and rulers, who are no longer concerned that all of Iraq will be 
destroyed if they can prolong their stay in power a few more days. 


Thus, we can explain why fierce sporadic fighting has broken out among units 
belonging to the enemy or within the units themselves in order to keep more 
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individuals from giving themselves up and surrendering the positions and 
equipment that are in their possession, which are actually now in the hands 
of the Islamic forces, and whose massive quantities will continuously become 
known. 


The important thing is that the operations will continue in this form, with 
this large, increasing number of Iraqi prisoners, who will make the world 
understand why they no have longer borne the continuation of the war and the 
continuation of the regime which Saddam Husayn is leading, with his fascist 
mentality, which has no mercy on any Iranian or Iraqi. 


We believe that it is the tremendous number of Iraqis who are prisoner in 
their own camps, or those who have been imprisoned recently, and whose nun- 
bers will rapidly increase, that will give the Islamic Republic ‘he full 
right to act in a manner that is appropriate to prevent the advent of a 
regime in Iraq that would be considered a carbon copy of the current one 
aimed at appropriating its legitimate aspirations to a secure, stable life 
with its neighbors. 


Proceeding from this right, it is necessary to realize the nature and the 
dimensions of the operations the Islamic forces are now carrying out east of 
Basrah and whether they will continue or halt at specific points, following 
the success that has been achieved in penetrating the enemy's strongest, 
most extensive defenses, then advancing toward sensitive targets which will 
provide an incentive for getting rid of Saddam's regime as soon as possible 
and provide an incentive for changing the world's view of the nature of the 
war in favor of the Islamic Republic. 
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BRIEFS 


FLOOD DAMAGES REPORTED-~Losses from the floods which swept six Iranian gov- 
ernorates have totalled 120 billion rials, the death of 424 persons and the 
occurrence of destrvction in 1,324 villages and 10,893 housing units. This 
was declared by our brother Jalil Basharati, supervisor of the Council of 
Ministers' special center for aid to the people suffering flood damage. He 
added, "Forty percent damage occurred in 15,900 housing units and 3,590 
schools, and 1,749 kilometers of main and branch roads, 1,160 wells, 35 
springs, 150 clinics and 1,702 water pumping facilities were damaged." He 
said, "Most of the losses occurred in the agricultural sectors. These losses 
came to 40 percent. After them, they occurred in the village and town resi- 
dence houses, at a rate of 20 percent, then in bridges, 17 percent, and in 
public services, 10 percent. As for the educational centers, their losses 
came to 9 percent. Finally, the losses of the tribal and pasture corganiza- 
tions came to 4 percent." He went on to say, "The operations of rebuilding 
the residential structures will start at the end of next month and ill end, 
with God's permission, bu the end of the current Iranian year (toward the 
end of March)." In conclusion, he said, "The aid fund belonging to farmers 
and shepherds has started work with support from all the organizations, es- 
pecially the holy war of construction and the Ministry of Agriculture, and 
amounts will be offered to people sustaining damage at no charge and in the 
form of agricultural and pasture loans to compensate for the losses." [Text] 
[Tehran KAYHAN AL-'ARABI in Arabic 5 Jan 87 p 3] 
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PAKISTAN 


ZIAUL HAQ INTERVIEWED ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, NUCLEAR POWER 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 29 Jan 87 p 16 


[Interview with Pakistani President Mohammad Ziaul Haq, on occasion of the 
Kuwait Islamic conference, by Fu'ad al-Hashim: "Pakistani President Says Emir 
of Kuwait is a Statesman Who Loves Peace and Who Directed the Conference With 
Skill and Ability"; date not given] 


[Text] In an interview with AL-WATAN, Pakistani President Ziaul Haq said that 
his highness the emir of the country is a statesman of a unique kind who 
managed the conference with obvious ability, and that he is a man of peace in 
the full meaning of the word. He said that Pakistan today is not what it was 
in 1971. It now has the atomic bomb and modern technology, but this strength 
is not aimed at anyone. He denied that his country is giving aid to the Sikh 
rebels in India or to the Afghan resistance. It is merely offering shelter to 
the Afghan refugees. He said that there is no Marcos or Aquino in Pakistan. 
What follows is the text of the interview: 


[Question] In 1975, the war in Vietnam ended and another war broke out in the 
Middle East, the Lebanese civil war. Do you not believe that the world-wide 
merchants of war are now waiting for the spark of the Gulf war between Iraq 
and Iran to be extinguished and for the fuse of a new war to be lit between 
India and Pakistan, particularly after this massing of troops all along the 
international borders between them? 


[Answer] There is much that might be said, but personally I believe that the 
cause of all wars is usually the merchants of war and that there are always 
hidden hands behind the people out in front. What is happening in Lebanon is, 
as you see, something very complicated. Let us hope that a beautiful country 
like Lebanon, which has become a field of war, fighting, and self-destruction, 
and beautiful Beirut, which has become a battlefield, will once again have 
peace. As for the Iraq-Iran war, I believe that there are individuals or 
persons who have reasons for the existence of this war. In both cases, 
Lebanon and Iran, the fighting is between Muslims. In Afghanistan and other 
Islamic regions, the case is the same: fighting is going on between Muslims. 
And if you take Cyprus, for example, fighting there is going on with the 
Turks. There will not be progress and development in the Islamic world, 
except through the achievement of peace, honor, and power. The unity of this 
Islamic world is an important and urgent matter. The situation is extremely 
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critical. The Islamic conference sponsored by his highness the emir of Kuwait 
constitutes a great hope for the achievement of peace and prosperity. 


[Question] Do you not think that the Pakistan of 1981 differed from the 
Pakistan of 1987? How do you think you will deal with India if, God forbid, 
any friction breaks out between you? 


[Answer] Militarily, economically, and politically, Pakistan is now stronger 
than in the past, with the situation different from what it was in 1981-82, 
when Bangladesh was created. Pakistan has progressed economically and 
militarily. It has acquired nuclear power and modern technology. It is a 
developing country and is able to deal with emergency situations. We do not 
compare Pakistan's situation with that of others, because we are not in 
competition with anyone. We wish the best for everyone, whatever they wish 
for us. Pakistan will continue to stand as an equal to all. We want to live 
in peace with our neighbors. For 3 years, we have had friction with China, 
but it does not constitute a problem. Returning to India on the south, we 
have announced on more than one occasion that we want to live in peace. If 
there are some difficulties at present, I am sure that leaders in the two 
countries can solve the existing difficulties in a friendly and peaceful 
manner, thus providing the two neighboring countries an opportunity for 
prosperity and progress for their citizens and for realizing a better future 
for the two peoples. This will help to establish peace. 


[Question] India says that you are giving the Sikhs military support to 
obtain their own state, Khalistan. At the same time, it says that the state 
of Khalistan would be yet another Israel, after the Israel of South Africa and 
the Israel of the Middle East. Have you given or are you giving [aid] or 
Sympathy to the Sikh "Golden Temple Community" in India? 


[Answer ] The Sikh problem is India's chronic problem. Pakistan has never 
interfered in India's internal affairs. It has never backed or given aid or 
sympathy to the dissident Sikh rebels. All that we, as a Muslim country, have 
done is that we have allowed the Sikhs to come to places of worship and 
return. fhis certainly does not mean that Pakistan has helped them. For we 
believe in the principle of noninterference in others' affairs. The Sikh 
problem is India's. It is the job of India alone to solve it; Pakistan has 
nothing to do with it. India's blaming of Pakistan is unnecessary, since we 
have announced on more than one occasion that we have not and are not helping 
the Sikhs to set up their state of Khalistan. It is a purely Indian problen, 
and the Indians must solve it internally among themselves. 


[Question] Is this position toward them due to their being Sikhs, oris it 
because it is a problem involving India's internal affairs? 


[Answer] It is not because they are Sikhs, nor is it because it is an 
internal Indian problem. We have no relation, close or remote, to this 
problem. 

[Question] However, you are helping the Afghans by setting up camps for them. — 


[Answer] We are involved only with the Afghan refugees. We are not involved 
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in what is happening within Afghanistan. This means that we are not 
interfering in the internal affairs of Afghanistan. 


[Question] What about military support? 


{Answer] We are not offering any military support to the Afghan refugees. It 
is a question of principle. We are taking care of 3 million refugees. It is 
wrong to assume that Pakistan is not helping the emigres--but not militarily. 
(The president laughed as he said, in Arabic, "That is not true.") 


[Question] You know that it is not easy for a developing country to obtain 
nuclear power. Do you believe the Great Powers are allowing Pakistan to carry 
on its first nuclear experiments? 


[Answer] It is not a case of allowing or not allowing. Even when we say that 
India is increasing its military strength under the pretense of self-defense, 
Pakistan does not believe that it is in a race with India. Although we have 
plans, others do, too. We have good relations with Iran in the south and 


China in the north and with our powerful neighbors, the Soviet Union and 
India. We have the right to protect our security. The nuclear technology we 
have is limited and is being used in the peaceful field, even though nuclear 
power is a two-edged weapon, like the sword. You can protect yourself and 
defend your rights with it. Pakistan has renounced for itself the military 
use of nuclear energy and has used this energy only in peaceful fields. As 
long as_ the nuclear weapon is a sword and Pakistan has it, it can use it 
militarily. They have alleged that Pakistan would use it in war. On that 
basis, they have tried to prevent Pakistan from obtaining nuclear power. Asa 
free Muslim country, we have retained our right to obtain such power and to 
use it in the fields of peace and development. We cannot develop without such 
power. The proof that we are using this power peacefully is that we do not 
have any hydraulic energy. Yes, we have [nuclear] power, but for peace. 


[Question] Do you think the Western media have often tried to highlight the 
internal Pakistani opposition for some purpose? 


[Answer] They are always elevating and inflating matters internally and 
externally. That is the dominant tendency in Western media. We are victims 
of these media. Everyone feels that the government has to perform certain 
functions. If it does something good, that is its duty and is something good. 
But if something wrong happens, the government is held accountable. 
Therefore, they criticize the government and begin with the opposition. It is 
the psychological approach of the Western media. We are used to it; it is no 
longer a problem. They can oppose, but the truth will come out some day, 
after days or years. If the Western media are supporting the opposition 
today, in doing so they do not know the real situation. That alone is what 
will come out. This is our faith. We are performing our job with honesty and 
in a way pleasing to God. 


[Question] Mr President, do you believe that they want to say or do something 
to influence the Pakistani government or involve it in some affair by 
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spotlighting the opposition and stressing its role, as was the case with 
Marcos in the Philippines or with the Polish opposition led by Walesa--i.e, to 
strike at the government from within? 


{Answer} If they think what happened in the Philippines might happen in 
Pakistan, I can say that there is no Marcos and no Aquino in Pakistan. (The 
president laughed.) 


[Question] Your relations with Iran are good. What if you were to make an 
initiative personally and visit Tehran? A great problem requires a great 
personality! 


[Answer] If my going would stop the war, I am ready to go ten times. I did 
go to Tehran 5 days after the outbreak of the war. I likewise went to Baghdad 
in 1979; I was the first of those who went. Afterwards, I went more than once 
with the peace endeavor committee. You cannot stop this sad war. There is no 
political intention to stop the war in the minds of the Iranians now. 
Nevertheless, I am proposing to Iran a cease-fire, a halt to the fighting, and 


entering negotiations. This will be accomplished only through a political 
intention on the part of the two countries. 


[Question] Mr President, do you believe the Islamic conference can make 
fruitful and effective decisions even in the absence of Iran? 


[Answer] No one can impose a halt to the war upon the two sides. The 
decisions of the conference will therefore consist of moral pressure on the 
warring parties. 


[Question] In your opinion, what does Iran want when it adopts the slogan, 
"The road to Jerusalem passes through Baghdad?" Do you believe they want to 
export their revolution abroad? 


[Answer ] I am not here to defend Iran. However, I will say that they have 
said more than once that they will not export their revolution. That, on the 
one hand; on the other hand, they have always repeated four things: 1) 
defining the aggressor; 2) punishing the aggressor; 3) getting rid of Saddam 
Husayn; and 4) that Iraq should pay for all of Iran's loses. (President Ziaul 
Haq laughed as he commented, "They always repeat that.") 


[Question] Do you think there is truth in what they say, particularly in what 
relates to President Saddam Husayn? 


[Answer ]} I believe no state should interfere in the internal affairs of 
another state. Therefore, it is not Iran's right to demand this--that 
President Saddam Husayn should be deposed from power--especially since Iran 
speaks about democracy and Islamic principles. As for the other demands, they 
can be discussed, because they appear to be acceptable and logical. But 
demanding the removal of President Saddam is not correct. Iran's position on 
this point is unacceptable. 


(At the end of his talk, President Ziaul Haq of Pakistan praised the efforts 
of the emir of the country. He said that he was a statesman of a unique kind 

















who prepared and led the Islamic conference with skill and ability, and that 
he was a man of peace in the full meaning of the word.) 


[Question] Mr President, there is a final question: May I know the reason 
for Shaykh 'Ali al-Khalifah al-'Adhbi's visit to you? 


[Answer ] It was a purely personal visit with no relation to events of the 
Islamic conference. We are bound together by relations of warm friendship. 
(The great guest said farewell, hoping to see us again.) 
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